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The Khalif laughed at his speech and said, "By Allah, this is none other than a pleasant tale! Tell me thy story and the cause." "With all my heart,"
answered Aboulhusn. "Know, O my lord, that my name is Aboulhusn el Khelia and that my father died and left me wealth galore, of which I made
two parts. One I laid up and with the other I betook myself to [the enjoyment of the pleasures of] friendship [and conviviality] and consorting with
comrades and boon-companions and with the sons of the merchants, nor did I leave one but I caroused with him and he with me, and I spent all my
money on companionship and good cheer, till there remained with me nought [of the first half of my good]; whereupon I betook myself to the
comrades and cup-companions upon whom I had wasted my wealth, so haply they might provide for my case; but, when I resorted to them and
went round about to them all, I found no avail in one of them, nor broke any so much as a crust of bread in my face. So I wept for myself and
repairing to my mother, complained to her of my case. Quoth she, 'On this wise are friends; if thou have aught, they make much of thee and devour
thee, but, if thou have nought, they cast thee off and chase thee away.' Then I brought out the other half of my money and bound myself by an oath
that I would never more entertain any, except one night, after which I would never again salute him nor take note of him; hence my saying to thee,
'Far be it that what is past should recur!' For that I will never again foregather with thee, after this night.".? ? ? ? ? For 'twixt the closing of an eye
and th'opening thereof, God hath it in His power to change a case from foul to fair..123. The Blacksmith who could Handle Fire without Hurt
cccclxxi.Trust in God, Of, 114..? ? ? ? ? Would he were not, who sundered us upon the parting-day! How many a body hath he slain, how many a
bone laid bare!.Sitt el Milah, Noureddin Ali of Damascus and, iii. 3..When the poor man heard the merchant's story, he became desirous of
marrying his daughter. So he took her to wife and was vouchsafed of her exceeding love. Nor," added the vizier, "is this story more extraordinary
than that of the rich man and his wasteful heir.".95. Abou Suweid and the Handsome Old Woman dclxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Eunuch Bekhit
xxxix.When I awoke and opened my eyes, I found myself [in the open air] and the raft moored to the bank of the stream, whilst about me were folk
of the blacks of Hind. When they saw that I was awake, they came up to me, to question me; so I rose to them and saluted them. They bespoke me
in a tongue I knew not, whilst I deemed myself in a dream, and for the excess of my joy, I was like to fly and my reason refused to obey me. Then
there came to my mind the verses of the poet and I recited, saying:.? ? ? ? ? And scatter musk on him and ambergris, so long As time endures; for
this is all my wish and care..164. The Merchant of Oman dccccxlvi.The first to take the cup was Iblis the Accursed, who said, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour,
sing over my cup.' So she took the lute and touching it, sang the following verses:.29. Maan ben Zaideh and the three Girls dxxxii.64. Tht Vizier of
Yemen and his young Brother ccclxxxiv.When the king heard this, he said, 'This proof sufficeth me,' and rising forthright in the night, let bring the
youth and the eunuch. Then he examined the former's throat with a candle and saw [the scar where] it [had been] cut from ear to ear, and indeed the
place had healed up and it was like unto a stretched-out thread. Therewithal the king fell down prostrate to God, [in thanksgiving to Him] for that
He had delivered the prince from all these perils and from the stresses that he had undergone, and rejoiced with an exceeding joy for that he had
wrought deliberately and had not made haste to slay him, in which case sore repentance had betided him. As for the youth," continued the young
treasurer, "he was not saved but because his term was deferred, and on like wise, O king, is it with me; I too have a deferred term, which I shall
attain, and a period which I shall accomplish, and I trust in God the Most High that He will give me the victory over these wicked
viziers.".Thereupon the folk all prostrated themselves and gave one another joy of this and the drums of good tidings beat before him, and he
entered the city [and went on] till he came to the House of Justice and the audience-hall of the palace and sat down on the throne of the kingdom,
with the crown on his head; whereupon the folk came in to him to give him joy and offer up prayers for him. Then he addressed himself, after his
wont in the kingship, to ordering the affairs of the folk and ranging the troops according to their ranks and looking into their affairs and those of all
the people. Moreover, he released those who were in the prisons and abolished the customs dues and gave dresses of honour and bestowed gifts and
largesse and conferred favours on the amirs and viziers and dignitaries, and the chamberlains and deputies presented themselves before him and did
him homage. So the people of the city rejoiced in him and said, 'Indeed this is none other than a king of the greatest of the kings.'.I marvel for that
to my love I see thee now incline, iii. 112..Hejjaj (El) and the Three Young Men, i. 53..? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor
dlxiii.So she hastened to admit the eunuch, who entered; and when he saw the Commander of the Faithful, he saluted not neither kissed the earth,
but said, 'Quick, quick! Arise in haste! My lady Tuhfeh sitteth in her chamber, singing a goodly ditty. Come to her in haste and see all that I say to
thee! Hasten! She sitteth [in her chamber].' The Khalif was amazed at his speech and said to him, 'What sayst thou?' 'Didst thou not hear the first of
the speech?' replied the eunuch. 'Tuhfeh sitteth in the sleeping-chamber, singing and playing the lute. Come thy quickliest! Hasten!' So Er Reshid
arose and donned his clothes; but he credited not the eunuch's words and said to him, 'Out on thee! What is this thou sayst? Hast thou not seen this
in a dream?' 'By Allah,' answered the eunuch, 'I know not what thou sayest, and I was not asleep.' Quoth Er Reshid, 'If thy speech be true, it shall be
for thy good luck, for I will enfranchise thee and give thee a thousand dinars; but, if it be untrue and thou have seen this in sleep, I will crucify
thee.' And the eunuch said in himself, 'O Protector, (250) let me not have seen this in Sleep!' Then he left the Khalif and going to the chamber-door,
heard the sound of singing and lute-playing; whereupon he returned to Er Reshid and said to him, 'Go and hearken and see who is asleep.'.? ? ? ? ?
Come, then, companions mine, rejoice with me and say, "All hail to thee, O friend, and welcome fair and fain!".Calcutta (1814-18)
Text..Advantages of Patience, Of the, i. 89..? ? ? ? ? Quoth he, what while from out his hair the morning glimmered white, "This, this is life indeed,
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except, alas! it doth not stay.".? ? ? ? ? A dark affair thou littest up with Islam and with proof Quenchedst the flaming red-coals of error and
dismay..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclii.? ? ? ? ? It chances whiles that the blind man escapes a pit, Whilst he who is clear
of sight falls into it..92. El Amin and his Uncle Ibrahim ben el Mehdi dclxxxii.? ? ? ? ? Who letteth us or hind'reth our way, I spring on him, As
springeth lynx or panther upon the frighted deer;.Now this (155) was the francolin that bore witness against him.'.Presently, he caught sight of an
earthen pan turned over upon its mouth; so he raised it from the ground and found under it a horse's tail, freshly cut off, and the blood oozing from
it; whereby he knew that the cook adulterated his meat with horses' flesh. When he discovered this default, he rejoiced therein and washing his
hands, bowed his head and went out; and when the cook saw that he went and gave him nought, he cried out, saying, 'Stay, O sneak, O slink-thief!'
So the lackpenny stopped and said to him, 'Dost thou cry out upon me and becall [me] with these words, O cuckold?' Whereat the cook was angry
and coming down from the shop, said, 'What meanest thou by thy speech, O thou that devourest meat and kouskoussou and bread and seasoning
and goest forth with "Peace (13)[be on thee!]," as it were the thing had not been, and payest down nought for it?' Quoth the lackpenny, 'Thou liest,
O son of a cuckold!' Wherewith the cook cried out and laying hold of the lackpenny's collar, said, 'O Muslims, this fellow is my first customer (14)
this day and he hath eaten my food and given me nought.'.When it was eventide, the chamberlain let bring two horses and great store of water and
victual and a saddle-camel and a man to show them the way. These he hid without the town, whilst he and the young man took with them a long
rope, made fast to a staple, and repaired to the palace. When they came thither, they looked and beheld the damsel standing on the roof. So they
threw her the rope and the staple; whereupon she [made the latter fast to the parapet and] wrapping her sleeves about her hands, slid down [the
rope] and landed with them. They carried her without the town, where they mounted, she and her lord, and fared on, whilst the guide forewent
them, directing them in the way, and they gave not over going night and day till they entered his father's house. The young man saluted his father,
who rejoiced in him, and he related to him all that had befallen him, whereupon he rejoiced in his safety..? ? ? ? ? The huntress of th' eyes (60) by
night came to me. "Turn in peace," [Quoth I to her;] "This is no time for visiting, I ween.".Now Ishac had returned to his house upon an occasion
that presented itself to him; and when he entered the vestibule, he heard a sound of singing, the like whereof he had never heard in the world, for
that it was [soft] as the breeze and richer (178) than almond oil. (179) So the delight of it gat hold of him and joyance overcame him, and he fell
down aswoon in the vestibule, Tuhfeh heard the noise of steps and laying the lute from her hand, went out to see what was to do. She found her
lord Ishac lying aswoon in the vestibule; so she took him up and strained him to her bosom, saying, 'I conjure thee in God's name, O my lord, tell
me, hath aught befallen thee?' When he heard her voice, he recovered from his swoon and said to her, 'Who art thou? ' Quoth she, 'I am thy
slave-girl Tuhfeh.' And he said to her, 'Art thou indeed Tuhfeh?' 'Yes,' answered she; and he, 'By Allah, I had forgotten thee and remembered thee
not till now!' Then he looked at her and said, 'Indeed, thy case is altered and thy pallor is grown changed to rosiness and thou hast redoubled in
beauty and lovesomeness. But was it thou who was singing but now?' And she was troubled and affrighted and answered, 'Even I, O my lord.'.? ? ?
? ? d. The Eldest Lady's Story lxiii.? ? ? ? ? But the Merciful yet may incline thee to me And unite us again, in despite of our foes!.When he saw
those many bones, he rejoiced therein with an exceeding joy and carried away what he had a mind to thereof. Then we returned to his house and he
entreated me with increased favour and said to me, 'Verily, O my son, thou hast directed us to a passing great gain, may God requite thee with all
good! Thou art free for the sake of God the Most High. Every year these elephants used to kill of us much people on account of these bones; but
God delivered thee from them and thou hast done us good service in the matter of these bones, of which thou hast given us to know; wherefore
thou meritest a great recompense, and thou art free.' 'O my lord,' answered I, 'may God free thy neck from the fire! I desire of thee that thou give
me leave to return to my own country.' 'So be it,' replied he; 'but we have a fair, on occasion whereof the merchants come hither to us and take of us
these elephants' bones. The time of the fair is now at hand, and when they come to us, I will send thee with them and give thee somewhat to bring
thee to thine own country.'.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. The Merchant and the Parrot xiv.? ? ? ? ? With ruin I o'erwhelm him and abjectness and woe And
cause him quaff the goblet of death and distance drear.."Leave the mention of him. Who is at the door?" Quoth Adi, "El Akhwes el Ansari." (54)
"God the Most High put him away and estrange him from His mercy!" cried Omar. "Is it not he who said, berhyming on a man of Medina his
slave-girl, so she might outlive her master ... ?" [And he repeated the following line:].When he heard this, he came up to me and looking in my
face, cried out and said, 'By Allah, this is my brother, the son of my mother and father! Allah! Allah!' Then he loosed me from my bonds and kissed
my head, and behold it was my friend who used to borrow money of me. When I kissed his head, he kissed mine and said, 'O my brother, be not
affrighted.' Then he called for my clothes [and money and restored to me all that had been taken from me] nor was aught missing to me. Moreover,
he brought me a bowl full of [sherbet of] sugar, with lemons therein, and gave me to drink thereof; and the company came and seated me at a table.
So I ate with them and he said to me, 'O my lord and my brother, now have bread and salt passed between us and thou hast discovered our secret
and [become acquainted with] our case; but secrets [are safe] with the noble.' Quoth I, 'As I am a lawfully-begotten child, I will not name aught [of
this] neither denounce [you!*]' And they assured themselves of me by an oath. Then they brought me out and I went my way, scarce crediting but
that I was of the dead..? ? ? ? ? j. The Unjust King and the Tither dcccxcix.? ? ? ? ? k. The Vizier's Son and the Bathkeeper's Wife dlxxxiv.The
news came to the rest of the kings; so they [flew after him and] overtaking him, found him full of trouble and fear, with fire issuing from his
nostrils, and said to him, 'O Sheikh Aboultawaif, what is to do?' Quoth he, 'Know that Meimoun hath carried off Tuhfeh from my palace and
outraged mine honour.' When they heard this, they said, 'There is no power and no virtue but in God the Most High, the Supreme! By Allah, he
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hath ventured upon a grave matter and indeed he destroyeth himself and his people!' Then the Sheikh Iblis gave not over flying till he fell in with
the tribes of the Jinn, and there gathered themselves together unto him much people, none may tell the tale of them save God the Most High. So
they came to the Fortress of Copper and the Citadel of Lead, (238) and the people of the strongholds saw the tribes of the Jinn issuing from every
steep mountain-pass and said, 'What is to do?' Then Iblis went in to King Es Shisban and acquainted him with that which had befallen, whereupon
quoth he, 'May God destroy Meimoun and his folk! He thinketh to possess Tuhfeh, and she is become queen of the Jinn! But have patience till we
contrive that which befitteth in the matter of Tuhfeh.' Quoth Iblis, 'And what befitteth it to do?' And Es Shisban said, *We will fall upon him and
slay him and his people with the sword.'.All those who were present marvelled at this story with the utmost marvel, and the twelfth officer came
forward and said, 'I will tell you a pleasant trait that I had from a certain man, concerning an adventure that befell him with one of the thieves.
(Quoth he).Baghdad, El Abbas and the King's Daughter of, iii. 53..Presently a villager passed by [the pit and finding] her [alive,] carried her to his
house and tended her, [till she recovered]. Now, he had a son, and when the young man saw her, he loved her and besought her of herself; but she
refused and consented not to him, whereupon he redoubled in love and longing and despite prompted him to suborn a youth of the people of his
village and agree with him that he should come by night and take somewhat from his father's house and that, when he was discovered, he should
say that she was of accord with him in this and avouch that she was his mistress and had been stoned on his account in the city. So he did this and
coming by night to the villager's house, stole therefrom goods and clothes; whereupon the old man awoke and seizing the thief, bound him fast and
beat him, to make him confess. So he confessed against the woman that she had prompted him to this and that he was her lover from the city. The
news was bruited abroad and the people of the city assembled to put her to death; but the old man, with whom she was, forbade them and said, 'I
brought this woman hither, coveting the recompense [of God,] and I know not [the truth of] that which is said of her and will not suffer any to hurt
her.' Then he gave her a thousand dirhems, by way of alms, and put her forth of the village. As for the thief, he was imprisoned for some days; after
which the folk interceded for him with the old man, saying, 'This is a youth and indeed he erred;' and he released him..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? xa. The Old
Woman and the Draper's Wife dccccxvii.When Merjaneh had made an end of her song, the prince said to her, "Well done, O damsel! Indeed, thou
sayest a thing that had occurred to my mind and my tongue was like to speak it." Then he signed to the fourth damsel, who was a Cairene, by name
Sitt el Husn, and bade her tune her lute and sing to him upon the [same] subject. So she tuned her lute and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? My
watering lips, that cull the rose of thy soft cheek, declare My basil, (131) lily mine, to be the myrtles of thy hair..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee. Story of the
Barber's Fifth Brother clx.When the king had read this letter, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and bestowed on me great store of presents and
entreated me with the utmost honour. Some days after this, I sought of him leave to depart, but he granted it not to me save after much pressing. So
I took leave of him and shipped with divers merchants and others, intending for my own country and having no desire for travel or traffic. We
sailed on, without ceasing, till we had passed many islands; but, one day, as we fared on over a certain tract of the sea, there came forth upon us a
multitude of boats full of men like devils, clad in chain-mail and armed with swords and daggers and bows and arrows, and surrounded us on every
side. They entreated us after the cruellest fashion, smiting and wounding and slaying those who made head against them, and taking the ship, with
the crew and all that were therein, carried us to an island, where they sold us all for a low price. A rich man bought me and taking me into his
house, gave me to eat and drink and clothed me and entreated me kindly, till my heart was comforted and I was somewhat restored..On this wise
they abode a long while till one day the wife went out in quest of water, whereof she had need, and espied a physician who had spread a carpet in
the Thereon he had set out great store of drugs and implements of medicine and he was speaking and muttering [charms], whilst the folk flocked to
him and compassed him about on every side. The weaver's wife marvelled at the largeness of the physician's fortune (16) and said in herself, 'Were
my husband thus, he would have an easy life of it and that wherein we are of straitness and misery would be enlarged unto him.'.Next morning, the
old woman said to him, 'When the lady cometh to thee, do thou arise and kiss her hand and say to her, "I am a strange man and indeed cold and
hunger slay me;" so haply she may give thee somewhat that thou mayst expend upon thy case.' And he answered, 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then
she took him by the hand and carrying him without her house, seated him at the door. As he sat, behold, the lady came up to him, whereupon the
old woman rose to her and Selim kissed her hand and offered up prayers for her. Then he looked on her and when he saw her, he knew her for his
wife; so he cried out and wept and groaned and lamented; whereupon she came up to him and cast herself upon him; for indeed she knew him with
all knowledge, even as he knew her. So she laid hold of him and embraced him and called to her serving-men and attendants and those who were
about her; and they took him up and carried him forth of that place..? ? ? ? ? In every halting-place like Joseph (17) she appears And he in every
stead with Jacob's grief (18) is pined..So she arose and returned to her house, whilst El Merouzi abode in his place till the night was half spent,
when he said to himself, 'How long [is this to last]? Yet how can I let this knavish dog die and lose the money? Methinks I were better open the
tomb on him and bring him forth and take my due of him by dint of grievous beating and torment.' Accordingly, he dug him up and pulled him
forth of the tomb; after which he betook himself to an orchard hard by the burial-ground and cut thence staves and palm sticks. Then he tied the
dead man's legs and came down on him with the staff and beat him grievously; but he stirred not. When the time grew long on him, his shoulders
became weary and he feared lest some one of the watch should pass on his round and surprise him. So he took up Er Razi and carrying him forth of
the cemetery, stayed not till he came to the Magians' burying-place and casting him down in a sepulchre (42) there, rained heavy blows upon him
till his shoulders failed him, but the other stirred not Then he sat down by his side and rested; after which he rose and renewed the beating upon
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him, [but to no better effect; and thus he did] till the end of the night.79. The Devout Prince dclxiv.When he had made an end of his verses, he
folded the letter and delivering it to the nurse, charged her keep the secret. So she took it and carrying it to Mariyeh, gave it to her. The princess
broke it open and read it and apprehended its purport. Then said she, "By Allah, O nurse, my heart is burdened with an exceeding chagrin, never
knew I a dourer, because of this correspondence and of these verses." And the muse made answer to her, saying, "O my lady, thou art in thy
dwelling and thy place and thy heart is void of care; so return him an answer and reck thou not" Accordingly, the princess called for inkhorn and
paper and wrote the following verses:.When the morning morrowed, he recited the following verses:.Then said the young man, the villager's son,
'And I, O holy woman, my father brought us a woman who had been stoned, and my people tended her till she recovered. Now she was surpassing
of beauty; so I required her of herself; but she refused and clave fast to God (to whom belong might and majesty), wherefore folly (8) prompted me,
so that I agreed with one of the youths that he should steal clothes and coin from my father's house. Then I laid hands on him [and carried him] to
my father and made him confess. So he avouched that the woman was his mistress from the city and had been stoned on his account and that she
was of accord with him concerning the theft and had opened the doors to him, and this was a lie against her, for that she had not yielded to me in
that which I sought of her. So there befell me what ye see of punishment." And the young man, the thief, said, 'I am he with whom thou agreedst
concerning the theft and to whom thou openedst the door, and I am he who avouched against her falsely and calumniously and God (extolled be
His perfection and exalted be He!) knoweth that I never did evil with her, no, nor knew her in any wise before then.'.Craft, Women's, ii. 287..? ? ? ?
? ? ? ? ? ? But if my wealth abound, of all I'm held in amity..? ? ? ? ? And whenas the dogs at a fountain have lapped, The lions to drink of the
water forbear.".Awhile after this a friend of mine invited me to his house and when I came to him, we ate and drank and talked. Then said he to me,
'O my friend, hath there befallen thee in thy life aught of calamity?' 'Nay,' answered I; 'but tell me [first], hath there befallen thee aught?' ['Yes,']
answered he. 'Know that one day I espied a fair woman; so I followed her and invited her [to come home with me]. Quoth she, "I will not enter any
one's house; but come thou to my house, if thou wilt, and be it on such a day." Accordingly, on the appointed day, her messenger came to me,
purposing to carry me to her; so I arose and went with him, till we came to a handsome house and a great door. He opened the door and I entered,
whereupon he locked the door [behind me] and would have gone in, but I feared with an exceeding fear and foregoing him to the second door,
whereby he would have had me enter, locked it and cried out at him, saying, "By Allah, an thou open not to me, I will kill thee; for I am none of
those whom thou canst cozen!" Quoth he, "What deemest thou of cozenage?" And I said, "Verily, I am affrighted at the loneliness of the house and
the lack of any at the door thereof; for I see none appear." "O my lord," answered he, "this is a privy door." "Privy or public," answered I, "open to
me.".? ? ? ? ? Whenas the burdens all were bounden on and shrill The camel-leader's call rang out across the air,.? ? ? ? ? By Allah, what sorrows
and woes to my soul for thy sake were decreed! My heart is grown hoar, ere eld's snows have left on my tresses their trail..Ishac entered, he and his
company, and seating themselves in the place of honour, amused themselves by looking on the slave-girls and mamelukes and watching how they
were sold, till the sale came to an end, when some of the folk went away and other some sat. Then said the slave-dealer, 'Let none sit with us except
him who buyeth by the thousand [dinars] and upwards.' So those who were present withdrew and there remained none but Er Reshid and his
company; whereupon the slave-dealer called the damsel, after he had caused set her a chair of fawwak, (170) furnished with Greek brocade, and it
was as she were the sun shining in the clear sky. When she entered, she saluted and sitting down, took the lute and smote upon it, after she had
touched its strings and tuned it, so that all present were amazed. Then she sang thereto the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Unto me the world's whole
gladness is thy nearness and thy sight; All incumbent thy possession and thy love a law of right..Khelbes and his Wife and the Learned Man, i.
301..? ? ? ? ? I view her with yearning eyes and she seems to me A moon of the summer, set in a winter's night..? ? ? ? ? Sandhill (132) and down
(133) betwixt there blooms a yellow willow-flower, (134) Pomegranate-blossoms (135) and for fruits pomegranates (136) that doth bear..? ? ? ? ?
Would God upon that bitterest day, when my death calls for me, What's 'twixt thine excrement and blood (50) I still may smell of thee!.? ? ? ? ?
The season of my presence is never at an end 'Mongst all their time in gladness and solacement who spend,.55. The Ruined Man who became Rich
again through a Dream cccli.Now the king of the Greeks heard tell of the damsel (132) and of the beauty and grace wherewith she was gifted,
wherefore his heart clave to her and he sent to seek her in marriage of Suleiman Shah, who could not refuse him. So he arose and going in to Shah
Khatoun, said to her, 'O my daughter, the king of the Greeks hath sent to me to seek thee in marriage. What sayst thou?' She wept and answered,
saying, 'O king, how canst thou find it in thy heart to bespeak me thus? Abideth there husband for me, after the son of my uncle?' 'O my daughter,'
rejoined the king, 'it is indeed as thou sayest; but let us look to the issues of affairs. Needs must I take account of death, for that I am an old man
and fear not but for thee and for thy little son; and indeed I have written to the king of the Greeks and others of the kings and said, "His uncle slew
him," and said not that he [hath recovered and] is living, but concealed his affair. Now hath the king of the Greeks sent to demand thee in marriage,
and this is no thing to be refused and fain would we have our back strengthened with him." (133) And she was silent and spoke not..? ? ? ? ? y. The
Debauchee and the Three-year-old Child dcv.47. El Melik en Nasir and the three Masters of Police cccxliii.When the Baghdadis saw this succour
that had betided them against their enemies [and the victory that El Abbas had gotten them], they turned back and gathering together the spoils [of
the defeated host], arms and treasures and horses, returned to Baghdad, victorious, and all by the valour of El Abbas. As for Saad, he foregathered
with the prince, and they fared on in company till they came to the place where El Abbas had taken horse, whereupon the latter dismounted from
his charger and Saad said to him, "O youth, wherefore alightest thou in other than thy place? Indeed, thy due is incumbent upon us and upon our
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Sultan; so go thou with us to the dwellings, that we may ransom thee with our souls." "O Amir Saad," replied El Abbas, "from this place I took
horse with thee and herein is my lodging. So, God on thee, name me not to the king, but make as if thou hadst never seen me, for that I am a
stranger in the land.".When the druggist heard the singer's words, he was certified of the case and knew that the calamity, all of it, was in his own
house and that the wife was his wife; and he saw the shirt, whereupon he redoubled in certainty and said to the singer, 'Art thou now going to her?'
'Yes, O my brother,' answered he and taking leave of him, went away; whereupon the druggist started up, as he were a madman, and ungarnished
his shop. (199) Whilst he was thus engaged, the singer won to the house, and presently up came the druggist and knocked at the door. The singer
would have wrapped himself up in the rug, but she forbade him and said to him, 'Get thee down to the bottom of the house and enter the oven (200)
and shut the lid upon thyself.' So he did as she bade him and she went down to her husband and opened the door to him, whereupon he entered and
went round about the house, but found no one and overlooked the oven. So he stood meditating and swore that he would not go forth of the house
till the morrow..Now he had a nurse, a foster-mother, on whose knees he had been reared, and she was a woman of understanding and misdoubted
of him, but dared not accost him [with questions]. So she went in to Shah Khatoun and finding her in yet sorrier plight than he, asked her what was
to do; but she refused to answer. However, the nurse gave not over coaxing and questioning her, till she exacted of her an oath of secrecy. So the
old woman swore to her that she would keep secret all that she should say to her, whereupon the queen related to her her history from first to last
and told her that the youth was her son. With this the old woman prostrated herself before her and said to her, 'This is an easy matter.' But the queen
answered, saying, 'By Allah, O my mother, I choose my destruction and that of my son rather than defend myself by avouching a thing whereof
they will not credit me; for they will say, "She avoucheth this, but that she may fend off reproach from herself" And nought will avail me but
patience.' The old woman was moved by her speech and her intelligence and said to her, 'Indeed, O my daughter, it is as thou sayst, and I hope in
God that He will show forth the truth. Have patience and I will presently go in to the king and hear what he saith and contrive somewhat in this
matter, if it be the will of God the Most High.'.? ? ? ? ? How many a king to me hath come, of troops and guards ensued, And Bactrian camels
brought with him, in many a laden line,.Whilst the Sheikh was thus occupied with taking leave of the kings, Meimoun sought his opportunity,
whenas he saw the place empty, and taking up Tuhfeh on his shoulders, soared up with her to the confines of the sky and flew away with her.
Presently, Iblis came to look for Tuhfeh and see what she purposed, but found her not and saw the slave-girls buffeting their faces; so he said to
them, 'Out on ye! What is to do?' 'O our lord,' answered they, 'Meimoun hath snatched up Tuhfeh and flown away with her.' When Iblis heard this,
he gave a cry, to which the earth trembled, and said, 'What is to be done? Out on ye! Shall he carry off Tuhfeh from my very palace and outrage
mine honour? Doubtless, this Meimoun hath lost his wits.' Then he cried out a second time, that the earth quaked therefor, and rose up into the
air..The Twenty-Third Night of the Month..King (The Dethroned), whose Kingdom and Good were restored to him, i. 285..? ? ? ? ? And
dromedaries, too, of price and goodly steeds and swift Of many a noble breed, yet found no favour in my eyne!".Then said he to her, 'By Allah,
thou art the desire of the Commander of the Faithful! (182) So take the lute and sing a song that thou shalt sing to the Khalif, whenas thou goest in
to him.' So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.Dethroned King whose Kingdom and Good were restored to him, The, i.
285..166. Aboulhusn of Khorassan dcccclix.The two girls let me down from fourscore fathoms' height, i. 49..? ? ? ? ? My kinsmen and my friends
for thee I did forsake And left them weeping tears that poured as 'twere a tide..7. Noureddin Ali and the Damsel Enis el Jelis xxxiv.Now there was
in his neighbourhood a poor man, who had a slave-girl of surpassing beauty and loveliness, and the youth became enamoured of her and suffered
grief and concern for the love of her and her loveliness, so that he was like to perish for passion; and she also loved him with a love yet greater than
his love for her. So she called an old woman who used to visit her and acquainted her with her case, saying, 'An I foregather not with him, I shall
die.' The old woman promised her that she would do her endeavour to bring her to her desire; so she veiled herself and repairing to the young man,
saluted him and acquainted him with the girl's case, saying, 'Her master is a covetous man; so do thou invite him [to thy lodging] and tempt him
with money, and he will sell thee the damsel.'.Then the prince's mother bade fetch the five slave-girls to that assembly; whereupon they came and
the ten damsels foregathered. The queen seated five of them on her son's right hand and other five on his left and the folk assembled about them.
Then she bade the five who had remained with her speak forth somewhat of verse, so they might entertain therewith the assembly and that El
Abbas might rejoice therein. Now she had clad them in the richest of raiment and adorned them with trinkets and ornaments and wroughten work
of gold and silver and collars of gold, set with pearls and jewels. So they came forward, with harps and lutes and psalteries and recorders and other
instruments of music before them, and one of them, a damsel who came from the land of China and whose name was Baoutheh, advanced and
tightened the strings of her lute. Then she cried out from the top of her head (127) and improvising, sang the following verses:.So on the morrow,
early, he took the stuff and carrying it to the market whence it had been stolen, sat down at the shop whence it had been stolen and gave it to the
broker, who took it and cried it for sale. Its owner knew it and bidding for it, [bought it] and sent after the chief of the police, who seized the
sharper and seeing him an old man of venerable appearance, handsomely clad, said to him, "Whence hadst thou this piece of stuff?" "I had it from
this market," answered he, "and from yonder shop where I was sitting." Quoth the prefect, "Did its owner sell it to thee?" "Nay," replied the thief;
"I stole it and other than it." Then said the magistrate, "How camest thou to bring it [for sale] to the place whence thou stolest it?" And he
answered, "I will not tell my story save to the Sultan, for that I have an advertisement (154) wherewith I would fain bespeak him." Quoth the
prefect, "Name it." And the thief said, "Art thou the Sultan?" "No," replied the other; and the old man said, "I will not tell it but to himself.".Then
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said she to him, 'When the king saw him and questioned thee of him, what saidst thou to him?' And he answered, 'I said to him, "This is the son of a
nurse who belonged to us. We left him little and he grew up; so I brought him, that he might be servant to the king,"' Quoth she, 'Thou didst well.'
And she charged him to be instant in the service of the prince. As for the king, he redoubled in kindness to the eunuch and appointed the youth a
liberal allowance and he abode going in to the king's house and coming out therefrom and standing in his service, and every day he grew in favour
with him; whilst, as for Shah Khatoun, she used to stand a-watch for him at the windows and balconies and gaze upon him, and she on coals of fire
on his account, yet could she not speak..A friend of mine once invited me to an entertainment; so I went with him, and when we came into his
house and sat down on his couch, he said to me, "This is a blessed day and a day of gladness, and [blessed is] he who liveth to [see] the like of this
day. I desire that thou practise with us and deny (124) us not, for that thou hast been used to hearken unto those who occupy themselves with this."
(125) I fell in with this and their talk happened upon the like of this subject. (126) Presently, my friend, who had invited me, arose from among
them and said to them, "Hearken to me and I will tell you of an adventure that happened to me. There was a certain man who used to visit me in my
shop, and I knew him not nor he me, nor ever in his life had he seen me; but he was wont, whenever he had need of a dirhem or two, by way of
loan, to come to me and ask me, without acquaintance or intermediary between me and him, [and I would give him what he sought]. I told none of
him, and matters abode thus between us a long while, till he fell to borrowing ten at twenty dirhems [at a time], more or less..50. Ibrahim ben el
Mehdi and the Merchant's Sister Night ccxlvi.Then they arose and went up to the palace, whereupon the trays of food were brought and they ate
and drank; after which quoth Queen Es Shuhba, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to us, by way of thankoffering for thy deliverance, and favour us with that which
shall solace our minds, for that indeed my mind hath been occupied with thee.' Quoth Tuhfeh 'Hearkening and obedience, O my lady.' So she
improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? l. The Wife's Device to Cheat her Husband dcccclxxxix.99. The Three Unfortunate Lovers
ccccix.When the damsel had made an end of her song, El Abbas swooned away and they sprinkled on him rose-water, mingled with musk, till he
came to himself, when he called another damsel (now there was on her of linen and clothes and ornaments that which beggareth description, and
she was endowed with brightness and loveliness and symmetry and perfection, such as shamed the crescent moon, and she was a Turkish girl from
the land of the Greeks and her name was Hafizeh) and said to her, "O Hafizeh, close thine eyes and tune thy lute and sing to us upon the days of
separation." She answered him with "Hearkening and obedience" and taking the lute, tuned its strings and cried out from her head, (107) in a
plaintive voice, and sang the following verses:.16. Uns el Wujoud and the Vizier's Daughter Rose- in-bud cccxli.Oft as my yearning waxeth, my
heart consoleth me, ii. 228..King's Daughter of Baghdad, El Abbas and the, iii. 53..Zubeideh, El Mamoun and, i. 199
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