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Then she turned to her father and said to him, 'Give ear unto that which I shall say to thee.' Quoth he, 'Say on;' and she said, 'Take thy troops and go

to him, for that, when he heareth this, he in his turn will levy his troops and come forth to thee; wherepon do thou give him battle and prolong the

fighting with him and make a show to him of weakness and giving way. Meantime, I will practise a device for winning to Tuhfeh and delivering

her, what while he is occupied with you in battle; and when my messenger cometh to thee and giveth thee to know that I have gotten possession of

Tuhfeh and that she is with me, do thou return upon Meimoun forthright and destroy him, him and his hosts, and take him prisoner. But, if my

device succeed not with him and we avail not to deliver Tuhfeh, he will assuredly go about to slay her, without recourse, and regret for her will

abide in our hearts.' Quoth Iblis, 'This is the right counsel,' and let call among the troops to departure, whereupon an hundred thousand cavaliers,

doughty men of war, joined themselves to him and set out for Meimoun's country..Presently, as they stood by the mouth of the pit, the lion came

scrambling up the sides and would have issued forth; but, as often as he showed his head, they pelted him with stones, till they beat him down and

he fell; whereupon one of the hunters descended into the pit and despatched him and saw the boy wounded; after which he went to the cabinet,

where he found the woman dead, and indeed the lion had eaten his fill of her. Then he noted that which was therein of clothes and what not else,

and advising his fellows thereof, fell to passing the stuff up to them. Moreover, he took up the boy and bringing him forth of the pit, carried him to

their dwelling-place, where they dressed his wounds and he grew up with them, but acquainted them not with his affair; and indeed, when they

questioned him, he knew not what he should say, for that he was little, when they let him down into the pit. The hunters marvelled at his speech

and loved him with an exceeding love and one of them took him to son and abode rearing him with him [and instructing him] in hunting and riding

on horseback, till he attained the age of twelve and became a champion, going forth with the folk to the chase and to the stopping of the way..A

certain singing-woman was fair of favour and high in repute, and it befell one day that she went out apleasuring. As she sat, (133) behold, a man

lopped of the hand stopped to beg of her, and he entered in at the door. Then he touched her with his stump, saying, "Charity, for the love of God!"

but she answered, "God open [on thee the gate of subsistence]!" and reviled him. Some days after this, there came to her a messenger and gave her

the hire of her going forth. (134) So she took with her a handmaid and an accompanyist; (135) and when she came to the appointed place, the

messenger brought her into a long passage, at the end whereof was a saloon. So (quoth she) we entered and found none therein, but saw the [place

made ready for an] entertainment with candles and wine and dessert, and in another place we saw food and in a third beds..6. Isaac of Mosul's Story

of Khedijeh and the Khalif El Mamoun xciv.?THE FOURTH OFFICER'S STORY..The news came to the rest of the kings; so they [flew after him

and] overtaking him, found him full of trouble and fear, with fire issuing from his nostrils, and said to him, 'O Sheikh Aboultawaif, what is to do?'

Quoth he, 'Know that Meimoun hath carried off Tuhfeh from my palace and outraged mine honour.' When they heard this, they said, 'There is no

power and no virtue but in God the Most High, the Supreme! By Allah, he hath ventured upon a grave matter and indeed he destroyeth himself and

his people!' Then the Sheikh Iblis gave not over flying till he fell in with the tribes of the Jinn, and there gathered themselves together unto him

much people, none may tell the tale of them save God the Most High. So they came to the Fortress of Copper and the Citadel of Lead, (238) and

the people of the strongholds saw the tribes of the Jinn issuing from every steep mountain-pass and said, 'What is to do?' Then Iblis went in to King

Es Shisban and acquainted him with that which had befallen, whereupon quoth he, 'May God destroy Meimoun and his folk! He thinketh to possess

Tuhfeh, and she is become queen of the Jinn! But have patience till we contrive that which befitteth in the matter of Tuhfeh.' Quoth Iblis, 'And what

befitteth it to do?' And Es Shisban said, *We will fall upon him and slay him and his people with the sword.'.Presently, the mother of the two boys,

finding that they tarried from her, went searching for them, till she came to the ship and fell to saying, 'Who hath seen two boys of mine? Their

fashion is thus and thus and their age thus and thus.' When they heard her words, they said, 'This is the description of the two boys who were

drowned in the sea but now.' Their mother heard and fell to calling on them and saying, 'Alas, my anguish for your loss, O my sons! Where was the

eye of your father this day, that it might have seen you?' Then one of the crew questioned her, saying, 'Whose wife art thou?' And she answered, 'I

am the wife of such an one the merchant. I was on my way to him, and there hath befallen me this calamity.' When the merchant heard her speech,

he knew her and rising to his feet, rent his clothes and buffeted his head and said to his wife, 'By Allah, I have destroyed my children with mine

own hand! This is the end of whoso looketh not to the issues of affairs.' Then he fell a-wailing and weeping over them, he and his wife, and he said,

'By Allah, I shall have no ease of my life, till I light upon news of them!' And he betook himself to going round about the sea, in quest of them, but

found them not..? ? ? ? ? g. The King's Son and the Ogress dlxxxi.?STORY OF THE SHARPER AND THE MERCHANTS..On this wise they

abode months and years and the queen-mother ceased not to do thus till the cook's brother came to the town in his ship, and with him Selim. So he

landed with the youth and showed him to the queen, [that she might buy him]. When she saw him, she augured well of him; so she bought him

from the cook's brother and was kind to him and entreated him with honour. Then she fell to proving him in his parts and making assay of him in

his affairs and found in him all that is in kings' sons of understanding and breeding and goodly manners and qualities..On the morrow, the

Commander of the Faithful sat [in his hall of audience] and his Vizier Jaafer ben Yehya the Barmecide came in to him; whereupon he called to

him, saying, "I would have thee bring me a youth who is lately come to Baghdad, hight [Sidi Noureddin Ali] the Damascene." Quoth Jaafer,

"Hearkening and obedience," and going forth in quest of the youth, sent to the markets and khans and caravanserais three days' space, but found no
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trace of him, neither lit upon tidings of him. So on the fourth day he presented himself before the Khalif and said to him, "O our lord, I have sought

him these three days, but have not found him." Quoth Er Reshid, "Make ready letters to Damascus. Belike he hath returned to his own land." So

Jaafer wrote a letter and despatched it by a dromedary-courier to the city of Damascus; and they sought him there and found him not..? ? ? ? ? c.

Story of the Chief of the Old Cairo Police cccxliv.When the appointed day arrived, En Numan sent for Sherik and said to him, "Verily the first part

of this day is past." And Sherik answered, "The king hath no recourse against me till it be eventide." When it evened, there appeared one afar off

and En Numan fell to looking upon him and on Sherik, and the latter said to him, "Thou hast no right over me till yonder fellow come, for belike he

is my man." As he spoke, up came the Tai in haste and En Numan said "By Allah, never saw I [any] more generous than you two! I know not

whether of you is the more generous, this one who became warrant for thee in [danger of] death or thou who returnest unto slaughter." Then said he

to Sherik, "What prompted thee to become warrant for him, knowing that it was death?" And he said, "[I did this] lest it be said, 'Generosity hath

departed from viziers.'" Then said En Numan to the Tai, "And thou, what prompted thee to return, knowing that therein was death and thine own

destruction?" Quoth the Arab, "[I did this] lest it be said, 'Fidelity hath departed from the folk.'" And En Numan said, "By Allah, I will be the third

of you, (173) lest it be said, 'Clemency hath departed from kings.'" So he pardoned him and bade abolish the day of ill-omen; whereupon the Arab

recited the following verses:.Then she arose and going in to the king, found him with his head between his knees, and he lamenting. So she sat

down by him awhile and bespoke him with soft words and said to him, 'Indeed, O my son, thou consumest mine entrails, for that these [many] days

thou hast not mounted to horse, and thou lamentest and I know not what aileth thee.' 'O my mother,' answered he, '[this my chagrin] is due to

yonder accursed woman, of whom I still deemed well and who hath done thus and thus.' Then he related to her the whole story from first to last,

and she said to him, 'This thy concern is on account of a worthless woman.' Quoth he, 'I was but considering by what death I should slay them, so

the folk may [be admonished by their fate and] repent.' And she said, 'O my son, beware of haste, for it engendereth repentance and the slaying of

them will not escape [thee]. When thou art assured of this affair, do what thou wilt.' 'O my mother,' rejoined he; 'there needeth no assurance

concerning him for whom she despatched her eunuch and he fetched him.'.? ? ? ? ? Still by your ruined camp a dweller I abide; Ne'er will I change

nor e'er shall distance us divide..Term, Of the Appointed, i. 147..Haroun er Reshid and the Woman of the Barmecides, i. 57..66. El Mutelemmis

and his Wife Umeimeh ccclxxxv.? ? ? ? ? Let destiny with loosened rein its course appointed fare And lie thou down to sleep by night, with heart

devoid of care;.? ? ? ? ? t. The two Pigeons dxcvii.98. Isaac of Mosul and the Merchant ccccvii.Merouzi (El) and Er Razi, ii. 28..? ? ? ? ? a. The Cat

and the Mouse dccoc.? ? ? ? ? Ay, and we would have spread our bosoms in thy way, That so thy feet might fare on eyelids, carpet-wise..? ? ? ? ?

What is there in the tents? Their burdens are become A lover's, whose belov'd is in the litters' shrined..Then he sent for the old man, the Muezzin,

and when the messenger came to him and told him that the Commander of the Faithful sought him, he feared the denunciation of the damsel and

accompanied him to the palace, walking and letting wind (44) as he went, whilst all who passed him by laughed at him. When he came into the

presence of the Commander of the Faithful, he fell a-trembling and his tongue was embarrassed, [so that he could not speak]. The Khalif laughed at

him and said to him, "O elder, thou hast done no offence; so [why] fearest thou?" "O my lord," answered the old man (and indeed he was in the

sorest of that which may be of fear,) "by the virtue of thy pure forefathers, indeed I have done nought, and do thou enquire of my conduct." The

Khalif laughed at him and ordering him a thousand dinars, bestowed on him a sumptuous dress of honour and made him chief of the Muezzins in

his mosque..So, on the morrow, she made her ready and donning the costliest of apparel, adorned herself with the most magnificent of ornaments

and the highest of price and stained her hands with henna. Then she let down her tresses upon her shoulders and went forth, walking along with

coquettish swimming gait and amorous grace, followed by her slave-girls, till she came to the young merchant's shop and sitting down thereat,

under colour of seeking stuffs, saluted him and demanded of him somewhat of merchandise. So he brought out to her various kinds of stuffs and

she took them and turned them over, talking with him the while. Then said she to him, "Look at the goodliness of my shape and my symmetry.

Seest thou in me any default?" And he answered, "No, O my lady." "Is it lawful," continued she, "in any one that he should slander me and say that

I am humpbacked?".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ea. Story of the Barber's First Brother ci.? ? ? ? ? When love-longing for her sweet sake I took upon myself,

The railers flocked to me anon, on blame and chiding bent;.? ? ? ? ? Whenas he runs, his feet still show like wings, (140) and for the wind When

was a rider found, except King Solomon it were? (141).Then she sent to acquaint her father with this; whereupon the king called Abou Temam to

him and said to him, 'Thou camest not but to see my daughter. Why, then, hast thou not looked upon her?' Quoth Abou Temam, 'I saw everything.'

And the king said, 'Why didst thou not take somewhat of that which thou sawest of jewels and the like? For they were set for thee.' But he

answered, 'It behoveth me not to put out my hand to aught that is not mine.' When the king heard his speech, he gave him a sumptuous dress of

honour and loved him exceedingly and said to him, 'Come, look at this pit.' So Abou Temam went up [to the mouth of the pit] and looked, and

behold, it was full of heads of men; and the king said to him, 'These are the heads of ambassadors, whom I slew, for that I saw them without loyalty

to their masters, and I was used, whenas I saw an ambassador without breeding, (123) to say, "He who sent him is less of breeding than he, for that

the messenger is the tongue of him who sendeth him and his breeding is of his master's breeding; and whoso is on this wise, it befitteth not that he

be akin to me." (124) So, because of this, I used to put the messengers to death; but, as for thee, thou hast overcome us and won my daughter, of the

excellence of thy breeding; so be of good heart, for she is thy master's.' Then he sent him back to king Ilan Shah with presents and rarities and a

letter, saying, 'This that I have done is in honour of thee and of thine ambassador.'.? ? ? ? ? But deemed yourself secure from every changing chance
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Nor recked the ebb and flow of Fortune's treacherous tide..41. Ali Shar and Zumurrud cccvii.? ? ? ? ? My body is dissolved with sufferance in vain;

Relenting, ay, and grace I hoped should yet betide;.33. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Barber-Surgeon dxxxiv.When he saw those many bones, he

rejoiced therein with an exceeding joy and carried away what he had a mind to thereof. Then we returned to his house and he entreated me with

increased favour and said to me, 'Verily, O my son, thou hast directed us to a passing great gain, may God requite thee with all good! Thou art free

for the sake of God the Most High. Every year these elephants used to kill of us much people on account of these bones; but God delivered thee

from them and thou hast done us good service in the matter of these bones, of which thou hast given us to know; wherefore thou meritest a great

recompense, and thou art free.' 'O my lord,' answered I, 'may God free thy neck from the fire! I desire of thee that thou give me leave to return to

my own country.' 'So be it,' replied he; 'but we have a fair, on occasion whereof the merchants come hither to us and take of us these elephants'

bones. The time of the fair is now at hand, and when they come to us, I will send thee with them and give thee somewhat to bring thee to thine own

country.'."O sister mine," answered Dinarzad, "bring forth that which is with thee and that which is present to thy mind of the story concerning the

craft of women and their wiles, and have no fear lest this endamage thee with the king; for that women are like unto jewels, which are of all kinds

and colours. When a [true] jewel falleth into the hand of him who is knowing therein, he keepeth it for himself and leaveth that which is other than

it. Moreover, he preferreth some of them over others, and in this he is like unto the potter, who filleth his oven with all the vessels [he hath

moulded] and kindleth fire thereunder. When the baking is at an end and he goeth about to take forth that which is in the oven, he findeth no help

for it but that he must break some thereof, whilst other some are what the folk need and whereof they make use, and yet other some there be that

return to their whilom case. Wherefore fear thou not to adduce that which thou knowest of the craft of women, for that in this is profit for all

folk.".167. Kemerezzeman and the Jeweller's Wife dcccclxiii.? ? ? ? ? i. The Woman who made her Husband sift Dust dlxxxii.? ? ? ? ? x. The King

and his Chamberlain's Wife dccccxvii.? ? ? ? ? Lo, since the day I left you, O my masters, Life is not sweet, no aye my heart is light..98. The

Haunted House in Baghdad dclxxxviii.There was once, in the land of Fars, (15) a man who took to wife a woman higher than himself in rank and

nobler of lineage, but she had no guardian to preserve her from want. It misliked her to marry one who was beneath her; nevertheless, she married

him, because of need, and took of him a bond in writing to the effect that he would still be under her commandment and forbiddance and would

nowise gainsay her in word or deed. Now the man was a weaver and he bound himself in writing to pay his wife ten thousand dirhems, [in case he

should make default in the condition aforesaid]..Cook, The Lackpenny and the, i. 9..Therewith Wekhimeh was moved to exceeding delight and

drinking off the cup, ordered her twenty dresses of Greek brocade and a tray, wherein were thirty thousand dinars. Then she gave the cup to Queen

Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, who took it and said, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, sing to me on the gillyflower.' Quoth she 'Hearkening and obedience,'

and improvised the following verses:.When it was the day of the going-in, (110) Bihzad, of his haste and lack of patience, betook himself to the

wall, which was between himself and the princess's lodging and in which there was a hole pierced, and looked, so he might see his bride, of his

haste. But the bride's mother saw him and this was grievous to her; so she took from one of the servants two red-hot iron spits and thrust them into

the hole through which the prince was looking. The spits ran into his eyes and put them out and he fell down aswoon and joyance was changed and

became mourning and sore concern. See, then, O king," continued the youth, "the issue of the prince's haste and lack of deliberation, for indeed his

haste bequeathed him long repentance and his joy was changed to mourning; and on like wise was it with the woman who hastened to put out his

eyes and deliberated not. All this was the doing of haste; wherefore it behoveth the king not to be hasty in putting me to death, for that I am under

the grasp of his hand, and what time soever thou desirest my slaughter, it shall not escape [thee].".? ? ? ? ? l. The Foolish Fisherman dccccxviii.119.

The Shipwrecked Woman and her Child cccclxvi.Lo, since the day I left you, O my masters, iii. 24..? ? ? ? ? A damsel made for love and decked

with subtle grace; Thou'dst deem the very sun had borrowed from her face..Quoth Alaeddin, "Thou counsellest well," and locking up his shop,

betook himself to the place before the citadel, where he foregathered with the drummers and pipers and instructed them how they should do, [even

as his mistress had counselled him,] promising them a handsome reward. So they answered him with "Hearkening and obedience" and on the

morrow, after the morning-prayer, he betook himself to the presence of the Cadi, who received him with obsequious courtesy and seated him

beside himself. Then he turned to him and fell to conversing with him and questioning him of matters of selling and buying and of the price current

of the various commodities that were exported to Baghdad from all parts, whilst Alaeddin replied to him of all whereof he asked him..When the

Khalif heard this, her speech pleased him and he strained her to his bosom. Then he went forth from her and locked the door upon her, as before;

whereupon she took the book and sat looking in it awhile. Presently, she laid it down and taking the lute, tightened its strings. Then she smote

thereon, after a wondrous fashion, such as would have moved inanimate things [to delight], and fell to singing marvellous melodies and chanting

the following verses:.When the evening evened, the king sat in his privy closet and summoning the vizier, required of him the promised story. So

Er Rehwan said, "Know, O king, that.Quoth Ishac, 'Indeed, this was of thy fair fortune. By Allah, I know not that which thou knowest in this craft!'

Then he arose and going to a chest, brought out therefrom striped clothes of great price, netted with jewels and great pearls, and said to her, 'In the

name of God, don these, O my lady Tuhfeh.' So she arose and donned those clothes and veiled herself and went up [with Ishac] to the palace of the

Khalifate, where he made her stand without, whilst he himself went in to the Commander of the Faithful (with whom was Jaafer the Barmecide)

and kissing the earth before him, said to him, 'O Commander of the Faithful, I have brought thee a damsel, never saw eyes her like for excellence in

singing and touching the lute; and her name is Tuhfeh." (186) 'And where,' asked Er Reshed, 'is this Tuhfeh, who hath not her like in the world?'
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Quoth Ishac, 'Yonder she stands, O Commander of the Faithful;' and he acquainted the Khalif with her case from first to last. Then said Er Reshid,

'It is a marvel to hear thee praise a slave-girl after this fashion. Admit her, so we may see her, for that the morning may not be hidden.'.5.

Noureddin Ali of Cairo and his Son Bedreddin Hassan xx.Accordingly, the hangman took him and bringing out the knife, offered to cut off his

hand, what while El Muradi said to him, "Cut and sever the bone and sear (24) it not for him, so he may lose his blood and we be rid of him." But

Ahmed, he who had aforetime been the means of his deliverance, sprang up to him and said, "O folk, fear God in [your dealings with] this youth,

for that I know his affair from first to last and he is void of offence and guiltless. Moreover, he is of the folk of condition, (25) and except ye desist

from him, I will go up to the Commander of the Faithful and acquaint him with the case from first to last and that the youth is guiltless of crime or

offence." Quoth El Muradi, "Indeed, we are not assured from his mischief." And Ahmed answered, "Release him and commit him to me and I will

warrant you against his affair, for ye shall never see him again after this." So they delivered Noureddin to him and he took him from their hands

and said to him, "O youth, have compassion on thyself, for indeed thou hast fallen into the hands of these folk twice and if they lay hold of thee a

third time, they will make an end of thee; and [in dealing thus with thee], I aim at reward and recompense for thee (26) and answered prayer."

(27).Ishac stared at her and seizing her hand, said to her, 'Know that I am bound by an oath that, when the singing of a damsel pleaseth me, she

shall not make an end of her song but before the Commander of the Faithful. But now tell me, how came it that thou abodest with the slave-dealer

five months and wast not sold to any, and thou of this skill, more by token that the price set on thee was no great matter?'.Quoth the company, 'Tell

us thy story and expound it unto us, so we may see that which it hath of extraordinary.' And he said 'Know, then, that.? ? ? ? ? My favours I deny

not all the year; Though cessation be desired, I nothing heed..? ? ? ? ? a. The Man of Khorassan, his Son and his Governor dccclxxxvi.Thiefs Story,

The, ii. 165..As for King Shehriyar, he marvelled at Shehrzad with the utmost wonder and drew her near to his heart, of his much love for her; and

she was magnified in his eyes and he said in himself, "By Allah, the like of this woman is not deserving of slaughter, for indeed the time affordeth

not her like. By Allah, I have been heedless of mine affair, and had not God overcome me with His mercy and put this woman at my service, so she

might adduce to me manifest instances and truthful cases and goodly admonitions and edifying traits, such as should restore me to the [right] road,

[I had come to perdition!]. Wherefore to God be the praise for this and I beseech Him to make my end with her like unto that of the vizier and Shah

Bekht." Then sleep overcame the king and glory be unto Him who sleepeth not!.So she gave him all that she possessed and he sold it and paid the

rest of her price; after which there remained to him a hundred dirhems. These he spent and lay that night with the damsel in all delight of life, and

his soul was like to fly for joy; but when he arose in the morning, he sat weeping and the damsel said to him, 'What aileth thee to weep?' And he

said, 'I know not if my father be dead, and he hath none other heir but myself; and how shall I win to him, seeing I have not a dirhem?' Quoth she, 'I

have a bracelet; do thou sell it and buy small pearls with the price. Then bray them and fashion them into great pearls, and thereon thou shalt gain

much money, wherewith we may make our way to thy country.' So he took the bracelet and repairing to a goldsmith, said to him, 'Break up this

bracelet and sell it.' But he said, 'The king seeketh a good (183) bracelet; I will go to him and bring thee the price thereof.' So he carried the bracelet

to the Sultan and it pleased him greatly, by reason of the goodliness of its workmanship. Then he called an old woman, who was in his palace, and

said to her, 'Needs must I have the mistress of this bracelet, though but for a single night, or I shall die.' And the old woman answered, 'I will bring

her to thee.'.I did as she bade me and when I returned, she said to me, "Sit, so I may relate to thee yonder fellow's case, lest thou be affrighted at

that which hath befallen him. Thou must know that I am the Khalif's favourite, nor is there any more in honour with him than I; and I am allowed

six nights in each month, wherein I go down [into the city and take up my abode] with my [former] mistress, who reared me; and when I go down

thus, I dispose of myself as I will. Now this young man was the son of neighbours of my mistress, when I was a virgin girl. One day, my mistress

was [engaged] with the chief [officers] of the palace and I was alone in the house. When the night came on, I went up to the roof, so I might sleep

there, and before I was aware, this youth came up from the street and falling upon me, knelt on my breast. He was armed with a poniard and I could

not win free of him till he had done away my maidenhead by force; and this sufficed him not, but he must needs disgrace me with all the folk, for,

as often as I came down from the palace, he would lie in wait for me by the way and swive me against my will and follow me whithersoever I went.

This, then, is my story, and as for thee, thou pleasest me and thy patience pleaseth me and thy good faith and loyal service, and there abideth with

me none dearer than thou." Then I lay with her that night and there befell what befell between us till the morning, when she gave me wealth galore

and fell to coming to the pavilion six days in every month..When the evening evened, the king sent for the vizier to his privy sitting chamber and

bade him [tell] the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. They avouch, O king, that.Credulous Husband, The, i. 270..?STORY

OF THE LACKPENNY AND THE COOK..? ? ? ? ? If with her cheek and lustre thou thyself adorn, (120) thou'lt find But chrysolites and gold,

with nought of baser metal blent..A thief of the thieves of the Arabs went [one night] to a certain man's house, to steal from a heap of wheat there,

and the people of the house surprised him. Now on the heap was a great copper measure, and the thief buried himself in the corn and covered his

head with the measure, so that the folk found him not and went away; but, as they were going, behold, there came a great crack of wind forth of the

corn. So they went up to the measure and [raising it], discovered the thief and laid hands on him. Quoth he, "I have eased you of the trouble of

seeking me: for I purposed, [in letting wind], to direct you to my [hiding-]place; wherefore do ye ease me and have compassion on me, so may God

have compassion on you!" So they let him go and harmed him not..38. Yehya ben Khalid and Mensour ccv.49. The Chief of the Cous Police and

the Sharper cccxlv.There was once a king of the kings of the earth, who dwelt in a populous (236) city, abounding in good; but he oppressed its
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people and used them foully, so that he ruined (237) the city; and he was named none other than tyrant and misdoer. Now he was wont, whenas he

heard of a masterful man (238) in another land, to send after him and tempt him with money to take service with him; and there was a certain tither,

who exceeded all his brethren in oppression of the people and foulness of dealing. So the king sent after him and when he stood before him, he

found him a mighty man (239) and said to him, 'Thou hast been praised to me, but meseemeth thou overpassest the description. Set out to me

somewhat of thy sayings and doings, so I may be dispensed therewith from [enquiring into] all thy circumstance.' 'With all my heart,' answered the

other. 'Know, O king, that I oppress the folk and people (240) the land, whilst other than I wasteth (241) it and peopleth it not.'.Reshid (Er), Ibn es

Semmak and, i. 195..? ? ? ? ? h. The Thief and the Woman dcccxcix.To return to his wife and her mother. When the former arose in the morning

and her husband returned not to her with break of day, she forebode all manner of calamity and straightway despatched her servants and all who

were with her in quest of him; but they happened not on any trace of him neither fell in with aught of his news. So she bethought herself concerning

her affair and complained and wept and groaned and sighed and blamed perfidious fortune, bewailing that sorry chance and reciting these

verses:.The season of my presence is never at an end, ii. 246..140. Younus the Scribe and the Khalif Welid ben Sehl dclxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? v. The

Sharpers with the Money-Changer and the Ass dccccxiv.? ? ? ? ? My heart, since the leave-taking day afflicted, will tell of my case, And my body,

for love and desire grown wasted and feeble and frail..? ? ? ? ? And high is my repute, for that I wounded aforetime My lord, (215) whom God

made best of all the treaders of the clay..143. Ibrahim of Mosul and the Devil dclxxxvii.80. Yehya ben Khalid and the Poor Man cccxci.Let destiny

with loosened rein its course appointed fare, iii. 211.Marriage to the Poor Old Man, The Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in, i. 247..On this

wise they did three times, and every time [he climbed the tree] the lover came up out of the underground place and bestrode her, whilst her husband

looked on and she still said, 'O liar, seest thou aught?' 'Yes,' would he answer and came down in haste, but saw no one and she said to him, 'By my

life, look and say nought but the truth!' Then said he to her, 'Arise, let us depart this place, (234) for it is full of Jinn and Marids.' [So they returned

to their house] and passed the night [there] and the man arose in the morning, assured that this was all but imagination and illusion. And so the

lover accomplished his desire. (235) Nor, O king of the age," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the king and the

tither.".? ? ? ? ? p. The Page who feigned to know the Speech of Birds dxcii.So Iblis drank off his cup, and when he had made an end of his

draught, he waved his hand to Tuhfeh, and putting off that which was upon him of clothes, delivered them to her. Amongst them was a suit worth

ten thousand dinars and a tray full of jewels worth a great sum of money. Then he filled again and gave the cup to his son Es Shisban, who took it

from his hand and kissing it, stood up and sat down again. Now there was before him a tray of roses; so he said to her 'O Tuhfeh sing upon these

roses.' Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and sang the following verses:.I went forth one day, purposing to make a journey, and fell in with

a man whose wont it was to stop the way. When he came up with me, he offered to slay me and I said to him, "I have nothing with me whereby

thou mayst profit." Quoth he, "My profit shall be the taking of thy life." "What is the cause of this?" asked I. "Hath there been feud between us

aforetime?" And he answered, "No; but needs must I slay thee." Therewithal I fled from him to the river-side; but he overtook me and casting me to

the ground, sat down on my breast. So I sought help of the Sheikh El Hejjaj (156) and said to him, "Protect me from this oppressor!" And indeed he

had drawn a knife, wherewith to cut my throat, when, behold, there came a great crocodile forth of the river and snatching him up from off my

breast, plunged with him into the water, with the knife still in his hand; whilst I abode extolling the perfection of God the Most High and rendering

thanks for my preservation to Him who had delivered me from the hand of that oppressor.'.Beard of the old he-goat, the one-eyed, what shall be, ii.

231..All those who were present marvelled at this story with the utmost marvel, and the twelfth officer came forward and said, 'I will tell you a

pleasant trait that I had from a certain man, concerning an adventure that befell him with one of the thieves. (Quoth he).When I had made an end of

washing, I cried out, saying, "Harkye, my lady Rihaneh!" But none answered me. So I went out and found her not; and indeed she had taken my

clothes and that which was therein of money, to wit, four hundred dirhems. Moreover, she had taken my turban and my handkerchief and I found

not wherewithal to cover my nakedness; wherefore I suffered somewhat than which death is less grievous and abode looking about the place, so

haply I might espy wherewithal to hide my shame. Then I sat a little and presently going up to the door, smote upon it; whereupon up came the

housekeeper and I said to her, "O my sister, what hath God done with the woman who was here?" Quoth she, "She came down but now and said, 'I

am going to cover the boys with the clothes and I have left him sleeping. If he awake, tell him not to stir till the clothes come to him.'" Then said I,

"O my sister, secrets are [safe] with the worthy and the freeborn. By Allah, this woman is not my wife, nor ever in my life have I seen her before

this day!" And I recounted to her the whole affair and begged her to cover me, informing her that I was discovered of the privities..Son, The

History of King Azadbekht and his, i. 61..? ? ? ? ? Your image midst mine eye sits nor forsakes me aye; Ye are my moons in gloom of night and

shadowtide..Affairs, Of Looking to the Issues of, i. 80..? ? ? ? ? f. The Lady and her Two Lovers dcccclxxxiv.Indeed, many of the notables of the

people have sought her of me in marriage, but I would not marry her to any, for that, one night, I saw, in a dream, the balance aforesaid set up and

men and women being weighed, one against the other, therein, and meseemed I saw thee [and her] and it was said to me, "This is such a man, (217)

the allotted portion of such a woman." (218) Wherefore I knew that God the Most High had allotted unto her none other than thyself, and I choose

rather to marry thee to her in my lifetime than that thou shouldst marry her after my death.'.? ? ? ? ? b. Bakoun's Story of the Hashish-Eater

cxliii.So saying, he went up to the princess and laying his hand upon her heart, found it fluttering like a doveling and the life yet clinging to (112)

her bosom. So he laid his hand upon her cheek, whereupon she opened her eyes and beckoning to her maid, signed to her, as who should say, "Who
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is this that treadeth my carpet and transgresseth against me?" (113) "O my lady," answered Shefikeh, "this is Prince El Abbas, for whose sake thou

departest the world." When Mariyeh heard speak of El Abbas, she raised her hand from under the coverlet and laying it upon his neck, inhaled his

odour awhile. Then she sat up and her colour returned to her and they sat talking till a third part of the night was past..? ? ? ? ? k. The Vizier's Son

and the Bathkeeper's Wife dlxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? Love no light matter is, O folk, nor are the woe and care And blame a little thing to brook that unto it

pertain..When it was the fourth day, the fourth vizier, whose name was Zoushad, made his appearance and prostrating himself to the king, said to

him, "O king, suffer not the talk of yonder youth to delude thee, for that he is not a truth-teller. So long as he abideth on life, the folk will not give

over talking nor will thy heart cease to be occupied with him." "By Allah," cried the king, "thou sayst sooth and I will cause fetch him this day and

slay him before me." Then he commanded to bring the youth; so they brought him in shackles and he said to him, "Out on thee! Thinkest thou to

appease my heart with thy prate, whereby the days are spent in talk? I mean to slay thee this day and be quit of thee." "O king," answered the youth,

"it is in thy power to slay me whensoever thou wilt, but haste is of the fashion of the base and patience of that of the noble. If thou put me to death,

thou wilt repent, and if thou desire to bring me back to life, thou wilt not be able thereunto. Indeed, whoso acteth hastily in an affair, there befalleth

him what befell Bihzad, son of the king." Quoth the king, "And what is his story?" "O king," replied the young treasurer,.A certain wealthy

merchant had a fair daughter, who was as the full moon, and when she attained the age of fifteen, her father betook himself to an old man and

spreading him a carpet in his sitting-chamber, gave him to eat and caroused with him. Then said he to him, 'I desire to marry thee to my daughter.'

The other excused himself, because of his poverty, and said to him, 'I am not worthy of her nor am I a match for thee.' The merchant was instant

with him, but he repeated his answer to him, saying, 'I will not consent to this till thou acquaint me with the reason of thy desire for me. If I find it

reasonable, I will fall in with thy wish; and if not, I will not do this ever.'.All this while Meimoun's eye was upon her and presently he said to her,

'Harkye, Tuhfeh! Sing to me.' But Queen Zelzeleh cried out at him and said, 'Desist, O Meimoun. Thou sufferest not Tuhfeh to pay heed unto us.'

Quoth he, 'I will have her sing to me.' And words waxed between them and Queen Zelzeleh cried out at him. Then she shook and became like unto

the Jinn and taking in her hand a mace of stone, said to him, 'Out on thee! What art thou that thou shouldst bespeak us thus? By Allah, but for the

king's worship and my fear of troubling the session and the festival and the mind of the Sheikh Iblis, I would assuredly beat the folly out of thy

head!' When Meimoun heard these her words, he rose, with the fire issuing from his eyes, and said, 'O daughter of Imlac, what art thou that thou

shouldst outrage me with the like of this talk?' 'Out on thee, O dog of the Jinn,' replied she, 'knowest thou not thy place?' So saying, she ran at him

and offered to strike him with the mace, but the Sheikh Iblis arose and casting his turban on the ground, said, 'Out on thee, O Meimoun! Thou still

dost with us on this wise. Wheresoever thou art present, thou troubleth our life! Canst thou not hold thy peace till thou goest forth of the festival

and this bride-feast (222) be accomplished? When the circumcision is at an end and ye all return to your dwelling-places, then do as thou wilt. Out

on thee, O Meimoun! Knowest thou not that Imlac is of the chiefs of the Jinn? But for my worship, thou shouldst have seen what would have

betided thee of humiliation and punishment; but by reason of the festival none may speak. Indeed thou exceedest: knowest thou not that her sister

Wekhimeh is doughtier than any of the Jinn? Learn to know thyself: hast thou no regard for thy life?'
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