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"Cast off for the greyest and gloomiest island on the map," cried the grey man.."Mary," McKillian said, "it occurs to me that I'd better start looking
for airborne spores. If there are some, it could mean that the airlock on the Podkayne is vulnerable. Even thirty meters off the ground.".Barry
nodded..But she got no further. A loud sound in the woods stayed her. It was too heavy for a deer. And when.The left hand dodged. "You don't
seem to understand, Mandy?I can't. We're joined indissolubly, till.that may be air bladders or some grotesque analogue of blossoms. Now, at the
edge of the screen,.stature as they watched, seeming to grow until she dominated the group with the intangible power that.She threw up her hands.
"How can I make you understand? This is nothing like anything I've ever flown. You might as well. . ." She groped for a comparison, trying to coax
it out with gestures in the air. "Listen. Does the fact that someone can fly a biplane, maybe even be the best goddamn biplane pilot that ever was,
does that mean they're qualified to fly a helicopter?".Yet cloning would not be totally useless, either. There would be the purely theoretical
advantage of studying the development of embryos with known variations in their genes which, except for those variations, would have identical
genetic equipment (This would raise serious ethical questions, as all human experimentation does, but that is not the issue at the moment).217.*Tm
pregnant," she announced to them that night, causing Song to delay her examination of the white fruit..The DetwtUer Boy47.Notes of the
Language of Science Fiction). He has not written much short fiction recently, and so."That's right," said Jack. "And nearer than you think is a great,
grey, dull, tangled, boggy, and baleful swamp. The first piece is at the bottom of a luminous pool in the center. But it is so grey there that the grey
man would blend completely in with the scenery and never get out again. Up this one is a mountain so high that the North Wind lives in a cave
there. The second piece of the mirror is on the highest peak of that mountain. It is so windy there, and the grey man is so thin, he would be blown
away before he was halfway to the top. Two leagues short of over there, where the third piece is, there stretches a garden of violent colors and rich
perfume where black butterflies glisten on the rims of pink marble fountains, and bright vines weave in and about The only thing white in the
garden is a silver-white unicorn who guards the last piece of the mirror. Perhaps the grey man could get that piece himself, but he will not want to, I
know, for lots of bright colors give him a headache."."About a day," Crawford said. "You have to destroy them to get out of them. The plastic strips
don't cut well, but there's another specialized animal that eats that type of plastic. It's recycled into the system. If you want to suit up, you just grab
a whirlibird and hold onto its tail and throw it. It starts spinning as it flies, and wraps the end product around you. It takes some practice, but it
works. The stuff sticks to itself, but not to us. So you spin several layers, letting each one dry, then hook up an airberry, and you're inflated and
insulated,".balls-hung in dusters from the pipes that supplied them with high-pressure oxygen..I see her stagger slightly. I don't think I am feeding
her too much too fast, but mute another pair of tracks anyway. Moog Indigo takes their cue and begins to play. Hollis gives the dome the smoky
pallor of slow-burning leaves. Then Jain Snow sings..There was a weary sadness in his eyes. "Yes," he said.."Again, that's not what you look like;
it's what you feel like.".'1 hope so."."You might," said Amos. But though his heart was with Jack, he still felt a good spirit was important to keep
up. "But we might see it a lot more clearly from the top of this mountain," But as he said it, the last light of tbe moon winked out. Now even the
stars were gone, and the blackness about them was complete. But as they turned to seek shelter in the rising wind, Amos cried, "There's a
light!".standing, shooting the breeze with Ike. He had pink cheeks, with jowls to match, and a big blunt nose..knowing look. "Nothing was missing
from Maurice's apartment.".Amos and the prince began to brush the snow from a lump on the ground, and beneath the white covering was pure and
glittering ice. It was a very large lump, nearly as large as the black trunk of the skinny grey man..and you realize that there are no secret places.
And beyond you in the ghostly future you know that."'Cause if they didn't visit us, they must have prepared other spores. Spores that would analyze
new."We've recalculated everything based on the lower mass without the twenty of you and the six tons of samples we were allowing for. By using
the fuel we would have ferried down to you for takeoff, we can make a faster orbit down toward Venus. The departure date for that orbit is seven
days away. We'll rendezvous with a drone capsule full of supplies we hadn't counted on." And besides, Lang thought to herself, it's much more
dramatic. Plunging sunward on the chancy cometary orbit, their pantries stripped bare, heading for the fateful rendezvous . . ..That's what got me
the job with Alpertron, Ltd., die big promotion and booking agency. I'm on the concert tour and work their stim board, me and my console over
there on the side of the stage. It isn't that much different in principle from playing one of the instruments in the backup band, though it's a hetL of a
lot more complex than even Nagami's synthesizer. It all sounds simple enough: my console is the critical link between performer and audience. Just
one glorified feedback transceiver: pick up the empathic load from Jain, pipe it into the audience, they react and add their own load, and I feed it all
back to the star. And then around again as I use the sixty stim tracks, each with separate controls to balance and augment and intensify. It can get
pretty hairy, which is why not just anyone can do the job. It helps that I seem to have a natural resistance to the sideband stopover radiation from
the empathic transmissions. "Ever think of teaching?" said the school voc counselor. "No," I said. "I want the action.".". . . Mr. Zirul has committed
so many other failures of technique that a whole course in fiction writing.deepest buried childhood fears of an empty echoing
house..Congratulations, Fleet Captain! I am pleased to transmit to the facsimile printer in your area a copy of your certificate suitable for framing
and wall display. Note that it is a fine example of computer-generated art, a project that a couple of my people have been working on for the last six
months..less."."What ecological balance?" Song shot back. "You know as well as I do that this trip has been nearly a zero. A few anaerobic
bacteria, a patch of lichen, both barely distinguishable from Earth forms?".them a little on the front window. It didn't let in a lot of light, but it was
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enough. Maybe Detweiler.Jubilation, he thought. Bingo. Hallelujah..negotiations..After that, Swyley had been declared "maladjusted" and
transferred to D Company, which was where all the misfits and malcontents ended up. Now his powers returned magically only when no officers
were anywhere near him except for Captain Sirocco, who ran D Company and didn't care how Swyley got his answers as long as they came out
right. And Sirocco didn't care if Swyley was a misfit, since everyone else in D Company was supposed to be anyway..skim it, at least"."Not much.
He's only been here since Sunday night. He's very handsome, like an angel, a dark angel. But it wasn't his handsomeness that attracted me." She
smiled. "I've seen many handsome men in my day, you know. It's difficult to verbalize. He has such an incredible innocence. A lost, doomed look
that Byron must have had. A vulnerability that makes you want to shield and protect him. I don't know for sure what it is, but it struck a chord in
my soul. Soul," she mused. "Maybe that's it. He wears his soul on his face." She nodded, as if to herself. "A dangerous thing to do." She looked
back up at me. "If that quality, whatever it is, would photograph, he would become a star overnight, whether he could act or not. Except ?of
course?for his infirmity.".With my own little clone."We'll stop that sort of thinking right now. I'm tile mission commander. I appreciate you taking
over while I was . . . how did you say it? Indisposed. But you should pay more attention to the social aspects of our situation. If anyone is a
commodity here, it's you and Ralston, by virtue of your scarcity. There will be some thorny questions to resolve there, but for the meantime we will
function as a unit, under my command. We'll do all we can to minimize social competition among the women for the men. That's the way it must
be. Clear?".He frowned slightly. "My dear sir, it is out of consideration for you that I have exposed you only to our lighter forms of entertainment I
presume you are referring to something in the nature of a Music Hall, or Vaudeville. I assure you that, since the advent of Universal Education,
even the popular taste has become too refined to tolerate the foolishness of sentimental songs and lurid melodrama. Also, please do not use again
the expression you have just uttered. I mean the one beginning with the letter D. Our twentieth-century society has grown unaccustomed to
language of such violence.".such a green monkey he'd had to retreat into his insular existence. Practically everyone I had talked to.embrace. Instead
he said, "You did not call me to the clearing. You did not say my name. Only when I.enough to discourage anybody from trying to scale it..But not
quite. He still had to get one more endorsement But now it seemed possible, likely, even."Really, what's that?"."Why didn't you go to a hospital or
something?" I asked, feeling enormous pity for the wretched boy.."For all the pearls I can put in my pockets, all the gold I can carry in one hand, all
the diamonds I can.problem on never occur again..The DetweUer Boy."Right?when you get it, you know where you can find us. We're always here
on the same settee."."Still, it got you picked for this mission out of hundreds of applicants. The thinking was that you'd be."Amanda!" I crawled
toward the kitchen, dragging the weight of my head with me. "Amanda, what.She considered the accusation. "I wouldn't choose her for a friend. I
think she's insipid and gutless..Stan Dryer

Zorphwar!.vertebrae have been badly dislocated. The thing nevertheless succeeds in overtaking the

captain and.not because I had seen him catch a beautiful blue bird with red feathers round its neck and stick it.is gliding away, slowly, now faster;
now she is gone..It was so dark in there with the curtains drawn that I couldn't see a thing. I left the closet and opened them a little on the front
window. It didn't let in a lot of light, but it was enough. Maybe Detweiler wouldn't notice. I went back to the closet and waited..someone besides
myself to talk to. It's only fair to warn you, though. I'm harder to get along with than Mandy.".scarlet webwork of broadcast power reaching out
from my console to those million skulls. I don't know.Crawford missed most of the interesting work, being more suited for the semiskilled manual
labor.planet, without sexual reproduction..Lee KiOough."What do I look like?" demanded the North Wind..much higher it's going to be when we
get back on the job. The highest thing ever, they say. I won't.writer, you know.."A Mr. Bloomfeld called. He wants you to get the goods on Mrs.
Btoomfeid so he can sue for divorce.".She went to her desk and returned a moment later with a second poem:.Martians. The theory seemed to cover
a lot of otherwise inexplicable facts.."Have you tried to agree with her?".with him without having heard anything but the reward.".isfy their
curiosity in here where we can watch them, she reasoned, than have them messing things up outside..Just a clone that is wholly my own;.247.He
grinned. "Haven't you heard? We can spot each other a mile away. Would you like some."But we're -not going to lose." She dared any of them to
disagree, and no one was about to. She.The make-up around her mouth cracked..VII.and that damned Dallas Cowboys jersey. It was authentic. The
name and number on it were quite."Okay." I hold out my right hand..125.than any man in the world. Ugh! They give me a headache. Go quickly,
take your reward, and when you.background scratch like insects climbing over old newspapers. She will not allow me to be exhausted for.Hinda
was sitting on a low straw bed, and beside her, his head in her lap, lay a man. The man was."Now wait a minute. What about all this line about
'colonists'."Ken and Nell, you come down ahead of him by the springhouse. Wanda, you and Tim and Jean.stopped to consider?forty-one years
old..Eyes with the warm brilliance of goldstone looked at me through her lashes. "I'm alone."."But we're -not going to lose." She dared any of them
to disagree, and no one was about to. She relaxed and resumed her stroll around the room. She turned to Crawford again..one small folding sauce
pan, one metal spoon, one metal fork, and a medium-sized kitchen knife. All of it together would barely fill a shoebox..across to 408. I tang the
bell. It didn't play anything, just went bing-bong..Someone opened the door of the Mariner's Tavern and called inside, "Why is everybody so glum
this."Then come with me," said the grey man, and the rough sailors with cutlasses rose about him and.ornament, filled with snowflakes and the
flashing red and blue lights of the emergency alarms. The top of."Not at all," laughed Jack. "They didn't even notice that the jailor was gone." For
what they had done last night after we left them, was to take the jailor's key, free the prince, and tie up the jailor and put him in the cell under all the
grey blankets. In the morning, when the sailor had come to exchange clothes, Jack had freed himself again when the sailor left, then slipped off the
ship to join Amos..They were piercing (as against vulnerable) steely-gray eyes that stared defiance from a face all sags and.She went on like that,
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whispering about creatures half-serpent and half-human, with bodies cold to.The house lights go all the way down; the only illumination comes
from a thousand exit signs and the."Then we have been found out and all is lost," said the prince. "For it is noon already, and the sun
is.Communications Agency:."What are you doing up this early?" I asked. Janice Fenwick was an exotic dancer at a club on the Strip nights and was
working on her.accustomed to command, and about as emotional as a weather report.Rubbing his head more savagely than ever on the lintel, as if
to rip off his thoughts with his hide,.Side by side, we pause directly before the door. My teeth, I suddenly realize, are chattering with."I am a good
singer. I can tap dance like a house on fire. My balcony scene would break your heart. And I can say objectively that Fve got better legs than
anyone except, possibly, Miss Wyoming.".time. She still expected, at any moment, a call from The Studio. But her flesh hadn't cooperated. Her
hair.a hero, but he wants to live to enjoy it, too."."He was here with us all evening. We had dinner and played Scrabble. I think he was real sick,
but."Pretty slim. Mostly the air problem. The people I've read about never sank so low that they had to.JAIN SNOW.He stood up and went in the
bathroom. The light came on and I heard water running. The thing sat in.Barry left the cubicle feeling so transcendent and relaxed that he was five
blocks from Center St.."Two, we have enough water to last us forever if the recyclers keep going. That'll be a problem,.The wind flays us for a
moment; Jain's hair whips and she shakes it back from her eyes. I pull her into the shelter of my arms, wrapping my coat around us both. "Do you
want to go back down to the car?".aimed at a deep shadow box across the room; at the back of the box was a card ruled with black, green,."I agree
with Lucy," Ralston said, surprisingly. Crawford had thought he would be the only one."About as far as you can get without comin* out the other
side. Did you know most of the people never heard of television or movies.Birdie Pawlowicz was a fat, slovenly old broad somewhere between
forty and two hundred. She was.bag. The greater the variety of genes available to a species, the more secure it is against the vicissitudes of fortune.
The existence of congenital disorders and gene deficiencies is the price paid for the advantage of variety and versatility..damned if anyone will
make me say that the newest fad in analgesics is equivalent to the illumination,.me?" His voice is like a sword coming out of its scabbard, an angry,
menacing, deadly metal-on-metal.went around colliding with each other..90.defensive. He wished the crazy windmills would go away..where _do
they come from? Where are the little pigeons? Are they hidden somewhere?" He stopped.CONTENTS."It is safer," Michelle said, "to work through
a professional introduction service than to try and peddle them on your own. Even though everyone breaks it, the law is still the law. Individuals
operating on their own are liable to get caught, since they don't have an arrangement with the authorities. We do. That's why, for instance, it would
do you no good to report us to the Communications Control Office. Others have done so in the past, and it did them no good.".screwball friend
Ha-zeldorf has gotten into the guts of the message-switching system and reprogrammed."We had our first formal meeting with the Chinese
yesterday, and we've already made our first official decision." He glanced at the replica of the star-robot probe again. "SP3 now has a name. It has
been named after a goddess of Chinese mythology whom we have adopted as a fitting patroness: Kuan-yln--the goddess who brings children. Let
us hope that she watches over her children well in the years to come.".wasn't sweating; her skin was curiously cool to the touch, and in her eyes
was a mystery..There were shrill, staccato shrieks of mindless torment, but they didn't come from Detweiler..Ike and I were on picket duty when we
heard that the latest bargaining session had gone Pffft! Eli.face three months hi this hellhole before the year was up, but Darlene had insisted..In the
morning she was gone, but on the following night she returned. It was then that he'd called her.Q: Why are you wearing that enormous hard
hat?."I'm trying to concentrate." They look irritated, but they leave.."All right. Don't wake the others.".it since the Pleistocene. Certainly in films
and on TV this makes for a lot of boring material; for instance,.range interstellar space, seeking out and destroying the forces of Zorph. This is but a
bare outline.cover the razor flint nature originally laid there.
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