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? ? ? ? ? My heart belike shall his infect with softness, even as me His body with disease infects, of its seductive air..Er Reshid was like to lose his
wits for amazement at this sight and was confounded at this that he beheld and witnessed. Then said he to Tuhfeh, 'Come, tell me thy story from
first to last, [and let me know all that hath betided thee,] as if I had been present' She answered with 'Hearkening and obedience,' and fell to telling
him [all that had betided her] first and last, from the time when she first saw the Sheikh Aboultawaif, how he took her and descended with her
through the side of the draught-house; and she told him of the horse she had ridden, till she came to the meadow aforesaid and described it to him,
together with the palace and that which was therein of furniture, and related to him how the Jinn rejoiced in her and that which she had seen of the
kings of them, men and women, and of Queen Kemeriyeh and her sisters and Queen Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, and Queen Es Shuhba,
Queen of Queens, and King Es Shisban, and that which each one of them had bestowed upon her. Moreover, she told him the story of Meimoun the
Sworder and described to him his loathly favour, which he had not consented to change, and related to him that which befell her from the kings of
the Jinn, men and women, and the coming of the Queen of Queens, Es Shuhba, and how she had loved her and appointed her her vice-queen and
how she was thus become ruler over all the kings of the Jinn; and she showed him the patent of investiture that Queen Es Shuhba had written her
and told him that which had betided her with the Ghoul-head, whenas it appeared to her in the garden, and how she had despatched it to her palace,
beseeching it to bring her news of the Commander of the Faithful and that which had betided him after her. Then she described to him the gardens,
wherein she had taken her pleasure, and the baths inlaid with pearls and jewels and told him that which had befallen Meimoun the Sworder, whenas
he carried her off, and how he had slain himself; brief, she told him all that she had seen of wonders and rarities and that which she had beheld of
all kinds and colours among the Jinn..? ? ? ? ? m. The Thirteenth Officer's Story dccccxxxix.When the morning morrowed and the king sat on the
throne of his kingship, he summoned the chief of his viziers and said to him, "What deemest thou of this that yonder robber-youth hath done?
Behold, he hath entered my house and lain down on my bed and I fear lest there be an intrigue between him and the woman. How deemest thou of
the affair?" "God prolong the king's continuance!" replied the vizier. "What sawest thou in this youth [to make thee trust in him]? Is he not vile of
origin, the son of thieves? Needs must a thief revert to his vile origin, and whoso reareth the young of the serpent shall get of them nought but
biting. As for the woman, she is not at fault; for, since [the] time [of her marriage with thee] till now, there hath appeared from her nought but good
breeding and modesty; and now, if the king give me leave, I will go to her and question her, so I may discover to thee the affair.".And indeed, O my
brother, the night thou camest to me and we caroused together, I and thou, it was as if the Devil came to me and troubled me that night." "And who
is he, the Devil?" asked the Khalif. "He is none other than thou," answered Aboulhusn; whereat the Khalif smiled and sitting down by him, coaxed
him and spoke him fair, saying, "O my brother, when I went out from thee, I forgot [to shut] the door [and left it] open, and belike Satan came in to
thee." Quoth Aboulhusn, "Ask me not of that which hath betided me. What possessed thee to leave the door open, so that the Devil came in to me
and there befell me with him this and that?" And he related to him all that had befallen him, from first to last, aud there is no advantage in the
repetition of it; what while the Khalif laughed and hid his laughter..Sixth Officer's Story, The, ii. 146..Now Afifeh and her daughter Mariyeh were
behind the curtain, looking at him; and when he came before the king, he saluted him and greeted him with the greeting of kings, whilst all who
were present stared at him and at his beauty and grace and perfection. The king seated him at the head of the table; and when Afifeh saw him and
straitly considered him, she said, "By the virtue of Mohammed, prince of the Apostles, this youth is of the sons of the kings and cometh not to these
parts but for some high purpose!" Then she looked at Mariyeh and saw that her face was changed, and indeed her eyes were dead in her face and
she turned not her gaze from El Abbas a glance of the eyes, for that the love of him had gotten hold upon her heart. When the queen saw what had
befallen her daughter, she feared for her from reproach concerning El Abbas; so she shut the wicket of the lattice and suffered her not to look upon
him more. Now there was a pavilion set apart for Mariyeh, and therein were privy chambers and balconies and lattices, and she had with her a
nurse, who served her, after the fashion of kings' daughters..Haroun er Reshid, Tuhfet el Culoub and, ii. 203..? ? ? ? ? Whenas En Nebhan strove to
win my grace, himself to me With camel- loads he did commend of musk and camphor white,.THE TWO KINGS AND THE VIZIER'S
DAUGHTERS. (154).? ? ? ? ? Ye're gone and desolated by your absence is the world: Requital, ay, or substitute to seek for you 'twere vain..One
night, when the night was half spent, as Selim and Selma sat talking and devising with each other, they heard a noise below the house; so they
looked out from a lattice that gave upon the gate of their father's mansion and saw a man of goodly presence, whose clothes were hidden by a wide
cloak, which covered him. He came up to the gate and laying hold of the door-ring, gave a light knock; whereupon the door opened and out came
their sister, with a lighted flambeau, and after her their mother, who saluted the stranger and embraced him, saying, 'O beloved of my heart and
light of mine eyes and fruit of mine entrails, enter.' So he entered and shut the door, whilst Selim and Selma abode amazed..Mariyeh opened the
mantle, and when she saw that necklace, and indeed the place was illumined with the lustre thereof, she looked at her slave-girl and said to her, "By
Allah, O Shefikeh, one look at him were liefer to me than all that my hand possesseth! Would I knew what I shall do, whenas Baghdad is empty of
him and I hear no tidings of him!" Then she wept and calling for inkhorn* and paper and pen of brass, wrote the following verses:.'Twere better
and meeter thy presence to leave, ii. 85..? ? ? ? ? t. The two Pigeons dxcvii.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Old Man's Story iv.?Story of Abou Sabir..21. Omar
ben Abdulaziz and the Poets ccccxxxii.73. The Miller and his Wife ccclxxxvii.When King Shah Bekht heard his vizier's story, he gave him leave to
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withdraw to his own house and he abode there the rest of the night and the next day till the evening..Accordingly El Merouzi repaired to the market
and fetching that which he sought, returned to Er Razi's house, where he found the latter cast down in the vestibule, with his beard tied and his eyes
shut; and indeed, his colour was paled and his belly blown out and his limbs relaxed. So he deemed him in truth dead and shook him; but he spoke
not; and he took a knife and pricked him in the legs, but he stirred not. Then said Er Razi, 'What is this, O fool?' And El Merouzi answered,
'Methought thou wast dead in very sooth.' Quoth Er Razi, 'Get thee to seriousness and leave jesting.' So he took him up and went with him to the
market and collected [alms] for him that day till eventide, when he carried him back to his lodging and waited till the morrow..? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth
Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dlix.When Tuhfeh heard this, she fell to weeping and wailing and said, 'By Allah, nought irketh me save separation
from my lord Er Reshid; but, when I am dead, let the world be ruined after me.' And she doubted not in herself but that she was lost without
recourse. Then Meimoun set forth with his army and departed in quest of the hosts [of the Jinn], leaving none in the palace save his daughter
Jemreh and Tuhfeh and an Afrit who was dear unto him. They fared on till they met with the army of Es Shisban; and when the two hosts came
face to face, they fell upon each other and fought a passing sore battle. After awhile, Es Shisban's troops began to give back, and when Meimoun
saw them do thus, he despised them and made sure of victory over them..All this while, Selim lay in shackles and strait prison, and melancholy
possessed him by reason of that whereinto he had fallen of that tribulation. Then, when troubles waxed on him and affliction was prolonged, he fell
sick of a sore sickness. When the cook saw his plight (and indeed he was like to perish for much suffering), he loosed him from the shackles and
bringing him forth of the prison, committed him to an old woman, who had a nose the bigness of a jug, and bade her tend him and medicine him
and serve him and entreat him kindly, so haply he might be made whole of that his sickness. So the old woman took him and carrying him to her
lodging, fell to tending him and giving him to eat and drink; and when he was quit of that torment, he recovered from his malady..When the king
heard this, he said, "Restore him to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair; for that deliberation in affairs is advisable and the
slaughter of this [youth] shall not escape [us].".Oft as my yearning waxeth, my heart consoleth me, ii. 228..Singer and the Druggist, The, i. 229..His
hospitality pleased the Khalif and the goodliness of his fashion, and he said to him, "O youth, who art thou? Make me acquainted with thyself, so I
may requite thee thy kindness." But Aboulhusn smiled and said, "O my lord, far be it that what is past should recur and that I be in company with
thee at other than this time!" "Why so?" asked the Khalif. "And why wilt thou not acquaint me with thy case?" And Aboulhusn said, "Know, O my
lord, that my story is extraordinary and that there is a cause for this affair." Quoth the Khalif, "And what is the cause?" And he answered, "The
cause hath a tail." The Khalif laughed at his words and Aboulhusn said, "I will explain to thee this [saying] by the story of the lackpenny and the
cook. Know, O my lord, that.? ? ? ? ? Whose wits (like mine, alack!) thou stalest and whose hearts With shafts from out thine eyes bewitching thou
didst smite..? ? ? ? ? The hands of noble folk do tend me publicly; With waters clear and sweet my thirsting tongue they ply..The crown of the
flow'rets am I, in the chamber of wine, And Allah makes mention of me 'mongst the pleasures divine; Yea, ease and sweet basil and peace, the
righteous are told, In Eternity's Garden of sweets shall to bless them combine. (223) Where, then, is the worth that in aught with my worth can
compare And where is the rank in men's eyes can be likened to mine?.[Then they all flew off in haste and] lighting down in the place where were
their father Es Shisban and their grandfather the Sheikh Aboultawaif, found the folk on the sorriest of plights. When their grandfather Iblis saw
them, he rose to them and wept, and they all wept for Tuhfeh. Then said Iblis to them, 'Yonder dog hath outraged mine honour and taken Tuhfeh,
and I doubt not but that she is like to perish [of concern] for herself and her lord Er Reshid and saying "All that they said and did (239) was false."'
Quoth Kemeriyeh, 'O grandfather mine, there is nothing left for it but [to use] stratagem and contrivance for her deliverance, for that she is dearer
to me than everything; and know that yonder accursed one, whenas he is ware of your coming upon him, will know that he hath no power to cope
with you, he who is the least and meanest [of the Jinn]; but we fear that, when he is assured of defeat, he will kill Tuhfeh; wherefore nothing will
serve but that we contrive for her deliverance; else will she perish.' 'And what hast thou in mind of device?' asked he; and she answered, 'Let us
take him with fair means, and if he obey, [all will be well]; else will we practise stratagem against him; and look thou not to other than myself for
her deliverance.' Quoth Iblis, 'The affair is thine; contrive what thou wilt, for that Tuhfeh is thy sister and thy solicitude for her is more effectual
than [that of] any.'.When they came to the palace, King Shehriyar commanded to spread the tables with beasts roasted [whole] and sweetmeats and
all manner viands and bade the crier make proclamation to the folk that they should come up to the Divan and eat and drink and that this should be
a means of reconciliation between him and them. So great and small came up unto him and they abode on that wise, eating and drinking, seven
days with their nights. Then the king shut himself up with his brother and acquainted him with that which had betided him with the vizier's
daughter [Shehrzad] in those three years [which were past] and told him what he had heard from her of saws and parables and chronicles and
pleasant traits and jests and stories and anecdotes and dialogues and histories and odes and verses; whereat King Shahzeman marvelled with the
utterest of marvel and said, "Fain would I take her younger sister to wife, so we may be two own brothers to two own sisters, and they on likewise
be sisters unto us; for that the calamity which befell me was the means of the discovering of that which befell thee and all this time of three years
past I have taken no delight in woman, save that I lie each night with a damsel of my kingdom, and when I arise in the morning, I put her to death;
but now I desire to marry thy wife's sister Dinarzad.".Bekhtzeman, Story of King, i. 115..Then he bade fetch the youth and when he was present
before him, he prostrated himself to him and prayed for him; whereupon quoth the king to him, "Out on thee! How long shall the folk upbraid me
on thine account and blame me for delaying thy slaughter? Even the people of my city blame me because of thee, so that I am grown a
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talking-stock among them, and indeed they come in to me and upbraid me [and urge me] to put thee to death. How long shall I delay this? Indeed,
this very day I mean to shed thy blood and rid the folk of thy prate.".? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dxlvi.Presently, up came
the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh and Mesrour and the old woman and entering, found Aboulhusn and his wife both stretched out [apparently]
dead; which when the Lady Zubeideh saw, she wept and said, "They ceased not to bring [ill] news of my slave- girl, till she died; methinketh
Aboulhusn's death was grievous to her and that she died after him." (39). Quoth the Khalif, "Thou shalt not forestall me with talk and prate. She
certainly died before Aboulhusn, for he came to me with his clothes torn and his beard plucked out, beating his breast with two bricks, and I gave
him a hundred dinars and a piece of silk and said to him, 'Go, carry her forth [and bury her] and I will give thee a concubine other than she and
handsomer, and she shall be in stead of her.' But it would appear that her death was no light matter to him and he died after her; (40) so it is I who
have beaten thee and gotten thy stake.".THE BOOK OF THE THOUSAND NIGHTS AND ONE NIGHT..When the king heard these tidings of
Aamir, he sent for him and let bring him before him; and when he entered his presence, he kissed the earth and saluted and showed forth his
breeding and greeted him with the goodliest of compliments. The king bade him raise his head and questioned him of his lord El Abbas; whereupon
he acquainted him with his tidings and told him that which had betided him with King Zuheir and of the army that was become at his
commandment and of the spoil that he had gotten. Moreover, he gave him to know that El Abbas was coming on the morrow, and with him more
than fifty thousand cavaliers, obedient to his commandment. When the king heard his speech, he bade decorate Baghdad and commanded [the
inhabitants] to equip themselves with the richest of their apparel, in honour of the coming of El Abbas. Moreover, he sent to give King El Aziz the
glad tidings of his son's return and acquainted him with that which he had heard from the prince's servant..Then they left him and dispersed and one
of the sons fell to spying upon his father, so that he saw him hide the treasure without the city. When he had made an end of burying it, he returned
to his house; and when the morning morrowed, his son repaired to the place where he had seen his father bury the treasure and dug and took it and
went his way. When the [hour of the] old man's admission [to the mercy of God] drew nigh, he called his sons to him and acquainted them with the
place where he had hidden his riches. As soon as he was dead, they went and dug up the treasure and found wealth galore, for that the money,
which the first son had taken by stealth, was on the surface and he knew not that under it was other money. So they took it and divided it and the
first son took his share with the rest and laid it to that which he had taken aforetime, behind [the backs of] his father and his brethren. Then he took
to wife the daughter of his father's brother and was vouchsafed by her a male child, who was the goodliest of the folk of his time..Mamoun (El) and
Zubeideh, i. 199..Then said she to him, 'When the king saw him and questioned thee of him, what saidst thou to him?' And he answered, 'I said to
him, "This is the son of a nurse who belonged to us. We left him little and he grew up; so I brought him, that he might be servant to the king,"'
Quoth she, 'Thou didst well.' And she charged him to be instant in the service of the prince. As for the king, he redoubled in kindness to the eunuch
and appointed the youth a liberal allowance and he abode going in to the king's house and coming out therefrom and standing in his service, and
every day he grew in favour with him; whilst, as for Shah Khatoun, she used to stand a-watch for him at the windows and balconies and gaze upon
him, and she on coals of fire on his account, yet could she not speak..Then El Abbas took leave of the king and went away to his own house. Now it
befell that he passed under the palace of Mariyeh the king's daughter, and she was sitting at a window. He chanced to look round and his eyes met
those of the princess, whereupon his wit departed and he was like to swoon away, whilst his colour changed and he said, "Verily, we are God's and
to Him we return!" But he feared for himself lest estrangement betide him; so he concealed his secret and discovered not his case to any of the
creatures of God the Most High. When he reached his house, his servant Aamir said to him, "O my lord, I seek refuge for thee with God from
change of colour! Hath there betided thee a pain from God the Most High or hath aught of vexation befallen thee? Verily, sickness hath an end and
patience doth away vexation." But the prince returned him no answer. Then he brought out inkhorn [and pen] and paper and wrote the following
verses:.King (The Dethroned), whose Kingdom and Good were restored to him, i. 285..? ? ? ? ? For the uses of food I was fashioned and made; The
hands of the noble me wrought and inlaid..On the fourth day, all the troops and the people of the realm assembled together to the [supposed] king
and standing at his gate, craved leave to enter. Selma bade admit them; so they entered and paid her the service of the kingship and gave her joy of
her brother's safe return. She bade them do suit and service to Selim, and they consented and paid him homage; after which they kept silence
awhile, so they might hear what the king should command. Then said Selma, 'Harkye, all ye soldiers and subjects, ye know that ye enforced me to
[accept] the kingship and besought me thereof and I consented unto your wishes concerning my investment [with the royal dignity]; and I did this
[against my will]; for know that I am a woman and that I disguised myself and donned man's apparel, so haply my case might be hidden, whenas I
lost my brother. But now, behold, God hath reunited me with my brother, and it is no longer lawful to me that I be king and bear rule over the
people, and I a woman; for that there is no governance for women, whenas men are present. Wherefore, if it like you, do ye set my brother on the
throne of the kingdom, for this is he; and I will busy myself with the worship of God the Most High and thanksgiving [to Him] for my reunion with
my brother. Or, if it like you, take your kingship and invest therewith whom ye will.'.As they abode thus on the fourth day, behold, a company of
folk giving their beasts the rein and crying aloud and saying, "Quick! Quick! Haste to our rescue, O King!" Therewithal the king's chamberlains
and officers accosted them and said to them, "What is behind you and what hath befallen you?" Quoth they, "Bring us before the king." [So they
carried them to Ins ben Cais;] and when they saw him, they said to him, "O king, except thou succour us, we are dead men; for that we are a folk of
the Benou Sheiban, (67) who have taken up our abode in the parts of Bassora, and Hudheifeh the Arab (68) hath come down on us with his horses
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and his men and hath slain our horsemen and carried off our women and children; nor was one saved of the tribe but he who fled; wherefore we
crave help [first] by God the Most High, then by thy life.".Haste not to that thou dost desire; for haste is still unblest, ii. 88..? ? ? ? ? p. The Foxes
and the Wolf dccccxxi.96. Ali ben Tahir and the Girl Mounis dclxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? Saying, "Thy fill of union take; no spy is there on us, Whom we
should fear, nor yet reproach our gladness may abate.".There was once a king named Suleiman Shah, who was goodly of polity and judgment, and
he had a brother who died and left a daughter. So Suleiman Shah reared her on the goodliest wise and the girl grew up, endowed with reason and
perfection, nor was there in her time a fairer than she. Now the king had two sons, one of whom he had appointed in himself that he would marry
her withal, and the other purposed in himself that he would take her. The elder son's name was Belehwan and that of the younger Melik Shah, and
the girl was called Shah Khatoun..? ? ? ? ? And dromedaries, too, of price and goodly steeds and swift Of many a noble breed, yet found no favour
in my eyne!".When the evening evened, the king sat in his sitting- chamber and sending for his vizier, bade him relate the story of the wealthy man
who lost his wealth and his wit. So he said, "Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? e. The Niggard and the Loaves of Bread dlxxx.I saw thee, O thou best of
all the human race, display, i. 46..When the Khalif heard his verses, he took the cup from his hand and kissed it and drank it off and returned it to
Aboulhusn, who made him an obeisance and filled and drank. Then he filled again and kissing the cup thrice, recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ?
Come, then, companions mine, rejoice with me and say, "All hail to thee, O friend, and welcome fair and fain!".Three Young Men, El Hejjaj and
the, i. 53..? ? ? ? ? Sherik ben Amrou, what device avails the hand of death to stay? O brother of the brotherless, brother of all th' afflicted, say..? ?
? ? ? How many a friend, for money's sake, hath companied with me!.[When the king heard his wife's words], it was as if he had been asleep and
awoke; so he went forth of the harem and bade slaughter fowls and dress meats of all kinds and colours. Moreover, he assembled all his retainers
and let bring sweetmeats and dessert and all that beseemeth unto kings' tables. Then he adorned his palace and despatched after El Abbas a man of
the chief officers of his household, who found him coming forth of the bath, clad in a doublet of fine goats' hair and over it a Baghdadi scarf; his
waist was girt with a Rustec (81) kerchief and on his head he wore a light turban of Damietta make..? ? ? ? ? Look at the moss-rose, on its branches
seen, Midmost its leafage, covered all with green..? ? ? ? ? Brother of En Numan, with thee lies an old man's anguish to allay, A graybeard slain,
may God make fair his deeds upon the Reckoning-Day!.Accordingly, he returned to the burial-ground and gave not over going till he stood at the
door of the sepulchre, when he heard El Merouzi say to his fellow, 'I will not give thee a single dirhem of the money!' The other said the like and
they were occupied with contention and mutual revilement and talk. So the thief returned in haste to his fellows, who said, 'What is behind thee?'
Quoth he, 'Get you gone and flee for your lives and save yourselves, O fools; for that much people of the dead are come to life and between them
are words and contention.' So the thieves fled, whilst the two sharpers retained to Er Razi's house and made peace with one another and laid the
thieves' purchase to the money they had gotten aforetime and lived a while of time. Nor, O king of the age," added the vizier, "is this rarer or more
marvellous than the story of the four sharpers with the money-changer and the ass.".Then they went on a little, and thieves met them and despoiling
them of that which remained with them, stripped them of their raiment and took the children from them; whereupon the woman wept and said to
her husband, 'O man, put away from thee this folly and arise, let us follow the thieves, so haply they may have compassion on us and restore the
children to us.' 'O woman,' answered he, 'have patience, for he who doth evil shall be requited with evil and his wickedness shall revert upon him.
Were I to follow them, most like one of them would take his sword and smite off my head and slay me; but have patience, for the issue of patience
is praised.' Then they fared on till they drew near a village in the land of Kirman, and by it a river of water. So he said to his wife, 'Abide thou here,
whilst I enter the village and look us out a place wherein we may take up our lodging.' And he left her by the water and entered the village..? ? ? ? ?
A damsel made for love and decked with subtle grace; Thou'dst deem the very sun had borrowed from her face..? ? ? ? ? Indeed her glance, her
sides are soft; but none the less, alas! Her heart is harder than the rock; there is no mercy there..64. Haroun er Reshid and the Three Girls dcli.Then
they spread him a prayer-carpet and he prayed. Now he knew not how to pray and gave not over bowing and prostrating himself, [till he had prayed
the prayers] of twenty inclinations, (21) pondering in himself the while and saying, "By Allah, I am none other than the Commander of the Faithful
in very sooth! This is assuredly no dream, for all these things happen not in a dream." And he was convinced and determined in himself that he was
Commander of the Faithful; so he pronounced the Salutation (22) and made an end (23) of his prayers; whereupon the slaves and slave-girls came
round about him with parcels of silk and stuffs (24) and clad him in the habit of the Khalifate and gave him the royal dagger in his hand. Then the
chief eunuch went out before him and the little white slaves behind him, and they ceased not [going] till they raised the curtain and brought him
into the hall of judgment and the throne-room of the Khalifate. There he saw the curtains and the forty doors and El Ijli and Er Recashi (25) and
Ibdan and Jedim and Abou Ishac (26) the boon-companions and beheld swords drawn and lions (27) encompassing [the throne] and gilded glaives
and death-dealing bows and Persians and Arabs and Turks and Medes and folk and peoples and Amirs and viziers and captains and grandees and
officers of state and men of war, and indeed there appeared the puissance of the house of Abbas (28) and the majesty of the family of the Prophet..?
? ? ? ? u. Prince Behram of Persia and the Princess Ed Detma dxcvii.? ? ? ? ? The nobles' hands, for that my place I must forsake, Do solace me
with beds, whereon at ease I lie..Now, as destiny would have it, a band of thieves, whose use it was, whenas they had stolen aught, to resort to that
place and divide [their booty], came thither [that night], as of their wont; and they were ten in number and had with them wealth galore, which they
were carrying. When they drew near the sepulchre, they heard a noise of blows within it and the captain said, 'This is a Magian whom the angels
(43) are tormenting.' So they entered [the burial-ground] and when they came over against El Merouzi, he feared lest they should be the officers of
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the watch come upon him, wherefore he [arose and] fled and stood among the tombs. (44) The thieves came up to the place and finding Er Razi
bound by the feet and by him near seventy sticks, marvelled at this with an exceeding wonderment and said, 'God confound thee! This was sure an
infidel, a man of many crimes; for, behold, the earth hath rejected him from her womb, and by my life, he is yet fresh! This is his first night [in the
tomb] and the angels were tormenting him but now; so whosoever of you hath a sin upon his conscience, let him beat him, as a propitiatory
offering to God the Most High.' And the thieves said, 'We all have sins upon our consciences.'.So Aamir took the water-skin and made for the
water; but, when he came to the well, behold, two young men with gazelles, and when they saw him, they said to him, "Whither wilt thou, O youth,
and of which of the Arabs art thou?" "Harkye, lads," answered he, "fill me my water-skin, for that I am a stranger man and a wayfarer and I have a
comrade who awaiteth me." Quoth they, "Thou art no wayfarer, but a spy from El Akil's camp." Then they took him and carried him to [their king]
Zuheir ben Shebib; and when he came before him, he said to him, "Of which of the Arabs art thou?" Quoth Aamir, "I am a wayfarer." And Zuheir
said, "Whence comest thou and whither wilt thou?" "I am on my way to Akil," answered Aamir. When he named Akil, those who were present
were agitated; but Zuheir signed to them with his eyes and said to him, "What is thine errand with Akil?" Quoth he, "We would fain see him, my
friend and I.".Now there was a ruined building hard by and he climbed up on to a high wall and gave not over clambering hither and thither, of the
excess of his carefulness, till his feet betrayed him and he slipped [and fell] to the bottom and died, whilst his companions arose in the morning in
health [and weal]. Now, if he had overmastered his corrupt (259) judgment and submitted himself to fate and fortune fore-ordained, it had been
safer and better [for him]; but he made light of the folk and belittled their wit and was not content to take example by them; for his soul whispered
him that he was a man of understanding and he imagined that, if he abode with them, he would perish; so his folly cast him into perdition. Nor,"
added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the man who was lavish of his house and his victual to one whom he knew not".But
she said, 'There is a thing wherewith we will make her confess, and all that is in her heart shall be discovered to thee.' 'What is that?' asked the king,
and she answered, 'I will bring thee a hoopoe's heart, (138) which, when she sleepeth, do thou lay upon her heart and question her of all thou wilt,
and she will discover this unto thee and show forth the truth to thee." The king rejoiced in this and said to his nurse, 'Hasten and let none know of
thee.' So she arose and going in to the queen, said to her, 'I have done thine occasion and it is on this wise. This night the king will come in to thee
and do thou feign thyself asleep; and if he ask thee of aught, do thou answer him, as if in thy sleep.' The queen thanked her and the old woman went
away and fetching the hoopoe's heart, gave it to the king..When Galen saw what appeared to him of the [mock] physician's incapacity, he turned to
his disciples and pupils and bade them fetch the other, with all his gear and drugs. So they brought him into his presence on the speediest wise, and
when Galen saw him before him, he said to him, 'Knowest thou me?' ' No,' answered the other, 'nor did I ever set eyes on thee before this day.'
Quoth the sage, 'Dost thou know Galen?' And the weaver said, 'No.' Then said Galen, 'What prompted thee to that which thou dost?' So he related
to him his story and gave him to know of the dowry and the obligation by which he was bound with regard to his wife, whereat Galen marvelled
and certified himself of the matter of the dower..? ? ? ? ? I wander seeking East and West for you, and every time Unto a camp I come, I'm told,
"They've fared away again.".Death, The Man whose Caution was the Cause of his, i. 291..18. Ardeshir and Heyat en Nufous ccclxiv.Her verses
pleased the kings of the Jinn and they said, 'By Allah, thou sayst sooth!' Then she rose to her feet, with the lute in her hand, and played and sang,
whilst the Jinn and the Sheikh Aboultawaif danced. Then the latter came up to her and gave her a carbuncle he had taken from the hidden treasure
of Japhet, son of Noah (on whom be peace), and which was worth the kingdom of the world; its light was as the light of the sun and he said to her,
'Take this and glorify thyself withal over (233) the people of the world.' She kissed his hand and rejoiced in the jewel and said, 'By Allah, this
beseemeth none but the Commander of the Faithful.'.Now it was the enemy's wont, at every year's end, to bring forth their prisoners and cast them
down from the top of the citadel to the bottom. So they brought them forth, at the end of the year, and cast them down, and Melik Shah with them.
However, he fell upon the [other] men and the earth touched him not, for his term was [God-]guarded. Now those that were cast down there were
slain and their bodies ceased not to lie there till the wild beasts ate them and the winds dispersed them. Melik Shah abode cast down in his place,
aswoon, all that day and night, and when he recovered and found himself whole, he thanked God the Most High for his safety [and rising, fared on
at a venture]. He gave not over walking, unknowing whither he went and feeding upon the leaves of the trees; and by day he hid himself whereas
he might and fared on all his night at hazard; and thus he did some days, till he came to an inhabited land and seeing folk there, accosted them and
acquainted them with his case, giving them to know that he had been imprisoned in the fortress and that they had cast him down, but God the Most
High had delivered him and brought him off alive..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Behold, my loved ones all are ta'en from me away..101. The Mad Lover
ccccxi.51. The Thief and the Money-changer dcv.So the wicked man attained that which he sought of the vizier and the case was prolonged till the
affairs of the kingdom became disordered, by dint of ill governance, and the most part of the king's empery fell away from him and he came nigh
unto ruin. Therewithal he was certified of the loyalty of his [late] skilful vizier and the excellence of his governance and the justness of his
judgment. So he sent after him and brought him and the wicked man before him and summoning the grandees of his realm and the chiefs of his
state to his presence, gave them leave to talk and dispute and forbade the wicked man from that his lewd opinion. (80) Then arose that wise and
skilful vizier and praised God the Most High and lauded Him and glorified Him and hallowed Him and attested His unity and disputed with the
wicked man and overcame him and put him to silence; nor did he cease from him till he enforced him to make confession of repentance [and
turning away] from that which he had believed..? ? ? ? ? a. The Ox and the Ass.So the man returned to his lodging and going in to his slave-girl,
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said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, I went out on thine occasion and there met me the young man of Damascus, and he saluted me and saluteth thee.
Indeed, he seeketh to win thy favour and would fain be a guest in our dwelling, so thou mayst let him hear somewhat of thy singing." When she
heard speak of the young Damascene, she gave a sob, that her soul was like to depart her body, and answered, saying, "He knoweth my plight and
is ware that these three days past I have eaten not nor drunken, and I beseech thee, O my lord, by the Great God, to accomplish the stranger his due
and bring him to my lodging and make excuse to him for me.".So he did this, and when it was night, he covered the pit with a light covering, so
that, whenas the vizier stepped upon it, it would give way with him. Then he sent to him and summoned him to the presence in the king's name, and
the messenger bade him enter by the privy door. So he entered in thereat, alone, and when he stepped upon the covering of the pit, it gave way with
him and he fell to the bottom; whereupon the king's brother fell to pelting him with stones. When the vizier saw what had betided him, he gave
himself up for lost; so he stirred not and lay still. The prince, seeing him make no motion, [deemed him dead]; so he took him forth and wrapping
him up in his clothes, cast him into the billows of the sea in the middle of the night. When the vizier felt the water, he awoke from the swoon and
swam awhile, till a ship passed by him, whereupon he cried out to the sailors and they took him up..?STORY OF THE TWO SHARPERS WHO
CHEATED EACH HIS FELLOW..119. The Shipwrecked Woman and her Child cccclxvi.? ? ? ? ? After your loss, nor trace of me nor vestige
would remain, Did not the hope of union some whit my strength sustain..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Eunuch Bekhit xxxix.Quoth Alaeddin, "Thou
counsellest well," and locking up his shop, betook himself to the place before the citadel, where he foregathered with the drummers and pipers and
instructed them how they should do, [even as his mistress had counselled him,] promising them a handsome reward. So they answered him with
"Hearkening and obedience" and on the morrow, after the morning-prayer, he betook himself to the presence of the Cadi, who received him with
obsequious courtesy and seated him beside himself. Then he turned to him and fell to conversing with him and questioning him of matters of
selling and buying and of the price current of the various commodities that were exported to Baghdad from all parts, whilst Alaeddin replied to him
of all whereof he asked him..?STORY OF THE RICH MAN AND HIS WASTEFUL SON..? ? ? ? ? Bravo for a fawn with a houri's eye of black,
Like the sun or the shining moon midst the starry train!.82. Said ben Salim and the Barmecides cccxcii.? ? ? ? ? What had it irked them, had they'd
ta'en farewell of him they've left Lone, whilst estrangement's fires within his entrails rage amain?.108. Ali ben Tahir and the Girl Mounis
ccccxxiv.The folk marvelled at this story and as for the prefect and El Melik ez Zahir, they said, 'Wrought ever any the like of this device?' And
they marvelled with the utterest of wonderment Then arose a third officer and said, 'Hear what betided me, for it is yet stranger and more
extraordinary..[One day], as the ship was sailing along, and we unknowing where we were, behold, the captain came down [from the mast] and
casting his turban from his head, fell to buffeting his face and plucking at his beard and weeping and supplicating [God for deliverance]. We asked
him what ailed him, and he answered, saying, 'Know, O my masters, that the ship is fallen among shallows and drifteth upon a sand-bank of the
sea. Another moment [and we shall be upon it]. If we clear the bank, [well and good]; else, we are all dead men and not one of us will be saved;
wherefore pray ye to God the Most High, so haply He may deliver us from these deadly perils, or we shall lose our lives.' So saying, he mounted
[the mast] and set the sail, but at that moment a contrary wind smote the ship, and it rose upon the crest of the waves and sank down again into the
trough of the sea..8. Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar clxiii.Now it chanced that a camel-driver, belonging to Kisra the king, lost certain camels
and the king threatened him, if he found them not, that he would slay him. So he set out and plunged into the deserts till he came to the place where
the damsel was and seeing her standing praying, waited till she had made an end of her prayer, when he went up to her and saluted her, saying,
'Who art thou?' Quoth she, 'I am a handmaid of God.' 'What dost thou in this desolate place?' asked he, and she said, 'I serve God the Most High.'
When he saw her beauty and grace, he said to her, 'Harkye! Do thou take me to husband and I will be tenderly solicitous over thee and use thee
with exceeding compassion and I will further thee in obedience to God the Most High.' But she answered, saying, 'I have no need of marriage and I
desire to abide here [alone] with my Lord and His service; but, if thou wouldst deal compassionately with me and further me in the obedience of
God the Most High, carry me to a place where there is water and thou wilt have done me a kindness.'.155. Hassan of Bassora and the King's
Daughter of the Jinn dcclxxviii.When it was the seventh day, the seventh vizier, whose name was Bihkemal, came in to the king and prostrating
himself to him, said, "O king, what doth thy long-suffering with this youth advantage thee? Indeed the folk talk of thee and of him. Why, then, dost
thou postpone the putting him to death?" The vizier's words aroused the king's anger and he bade bring the youth. So they brought him before him,
shackled, and Azadbekht said to him, "Out on thee! By Allah, after this day there abideth no deliverance for thee from my hand, for that thou hast
outraged mine honour, and there can be no forgiveness for thee.".Then said the young man, the villager's son, 'And I, O holy woman, my father
brought us a woman who had been stoned, and my people tended her till she recovered. Now she was surpassing of beauty; so I required her of
herself; but she refused and clave fast to God (to whom belong might and majesty), wherefore folly (8) prompted me, so that I agreed with one of
the youths that he should steal clothes and coin from my father's house. Then I laid hands on him [and carried him] to my father and made him
confess. So he avouched that the woman was his mistress from the city and had been stoned on his account and that she was of accord with him
concerning the theft and had opened the doors to him, and this was a lie against her, for that she had not yielded to me in that which I sought of her.
So there befell me what ye see of punishment." And the young man, the thief, said, 'I am he with whom thou agreedst concerning the theft and to
whom thou openedst the door, and I am he who avouched against her falsely and calumniously and God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be
He!) knoweth that I never did evil with her, no, nor knew her in any wise before then.'.I am content, for him I love, to all abide, iii. 25..Therewith
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Nuzhet el Fuad rejoiced and said, "Indeed, this is an excellent device." [Then Aboulhusn stretched himself out] forthright and she shut his eyes and
tied his feet and covered him with the kerchief and did what [else] her lord had bidden her; after which she rent her dress and uncovering her head,
let down her hair and went in to the Lady Zubeideh, crying out and weeping, When the princess saw her in this case, she said to her, "What plight is
this [in which I see thee]? What is thy story and what maketh thee weep?" And Nuzhet el Fuad answered, weeping and crying out the while, "O my
lady, may thy head live and mayst thou survive Aboulhusn el Khelia! For he is dead." The Lady Zubeideh mourned for him and said, "Alas for
Aboulhusn el Khelia!" And she wept for him awhile. Then she bade her treasuress give Nuzhet el Fuad a hundred dinars and a piece of silk and
said to her, "O Nuzhet el Fuad, go, lay him out and carry him forth.".? ? ? ? ? If thou forsake us, there is none Can stand to us instead of thee..King
Shehriyar marvelled [at this story (146)] and said "By Allah, verily, injustice slayeth its folk!" (147) And he was edified by that wherewith
Shehrzad bespoke him and sought help of God the Most High. Then said he to her, "Tell me another of thy stories, O Shehrzad; let it be a pleasant
one and this shall be the completion of the story-telling." "With all my heart," answered Shehrzad. "It hath reached me, O august King, that a man
once said to his fellows, 'I will set forth to you a means (148) of security (149) against vexation. (150) A friend of mine once related to me and said,
"We attained [whiles] to security (151) against vexation, (152)and the origin of it was other than this; to wit, it was as follows. (153).? ? ? ? ? a.
Story of the Ox and the Ass.? ? ? ? ? Thou, thou enjoy'st repose and comfortable sleep, Nor of the mis'ries reckst by which my heart is wried.
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