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? ? ? ? ? Yea, they'd join me in pouring forth tears and help me my woes to lament, And like unto me they'd become all wasted and tortured and
pale..? ? ? ? ? e. Story of the Portress lxvii.90. The Devout Prince cccci.So the friend turned to the sharper and said to him, 'O my lord, O such an
one, thou goest under a delusion. The purse is with me, for it was with me that thou depositedst it, and this elder is innocent of it.' But the sharper
answered him with impatience and impetuosity, saying, 'Extolled be the perfection of God! As for the purse that is with thee, O noble and trusty
man, I know that it is in the warrant of God and my heart is at ease concerning it, for that it is with thee as it were with me; but I began by
demanding that which I deposited with this man, of my knowledge that he coveteth the folk's good.' At this the friend was confounded and put to
silence and returned not an answer; [and the] only [result of his interference was that] each of them (52) paid a thousand dinars..? ? ? ? ? If near and
far thy toiling feet have trod the ways and thou Devils and Marids hast ensued nor wouldst be led aright,.Now the treasuries aforetime had been in
the viziers' hand, so they might do with them what they would, and when they came under the youth's hand, that of the viziers was straitened from
them, and the youth became dearer to the king than a son and he could not brook to be separated from him. When the viziers saw this, they were
jealous of him and envied him and cast about for a device against him whereby they might oust him from the king's favour, but found no
opportunity. At last, when came the destined hour, (101) it chanced that the youth one day drank wine and became drunken and wandered from his
wits; so he fell to going round about within the palace of the king and fate led him to the lodging of the women, in which there was a little
sleeping-chamber, where the king lay with his wife. Thither came the youth and entering the chamber, found there a couch spread, to wit, a
sleeping place, and a candle burning. So he cast himself on the couch, marvelling at the paintings that were in the chamber, and slept and
slumbered heavily till eventide, when there came a slave-girl, bringing with her all the dessert, eatables and drinkables, that she was wont to make
ready for the king and his wife, and seeing the youth lying on his back, (and none knowing of his case and he in his drunkenness unknowing where
he was,) thought that he was the king asleep on his bed; so she set the censing-vessel and laid the essences by the couch, then shut the door and
went away..? ? ? ? ? Yea, and how slaves and steeds and good and virgin girls Were proffered thee to gift, thou hast not failed to cite,.So each of
them went up to the [supposed] dead man and dealt him nigh upon a hundred blows, exclaiming the while, one, 'This is for (45) my father!' and
another, 'This is for my grandfather!' whilst a third said, 'This is for my brother!' and a fourth, 'This is for my mother!' And they gave not over
taking turns at him and beating him, till they were weary, what while El Merouzi stood laughing and saying in himself, 'It is not I alone who have
entered into sin against him. There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Supreme!'.? ? ? ? ? His love he'd have hid, but his
tears denounced him to the spy, For the heat of a red-hot coal that 'twixt his ribs did lie..When twenty days had passed by, each [egg] was hatched,
and the vizier bade them pair the chickens, male and female, and rear them well. So they did this and it was found a charge unto no one. Then they
waited for them awhile and after this the vizier enquired of the chickens and was told that they were become fowls. Moreover, they brought him all
their eggs and he bade set them; and after twenty days there were hatched from each [pair] of them thirty or five-and-twenty or fifteen [chickens] at
the least. The vizier let note against each man the number of chickens that pertained to him, and after two months, he took the old hens and the
cockerels, and there came to him from each man nigh half a score, and he left the [young] hens with them. On like wise he sent to the country folk
and let the cocks abide with them. So he got him young ones [galore] and appropriated to himself the sale of the fowls, and on this wise he got him,
in the course of a year, that which the regal estate required of the king and his affairs were set right for him by the vizier's contrivance. And he
peopled (258) the country and dealt justly by his subjects and returned to them all that he took from them and lived a happy and prosperous life.
Thus good judgment and prudence are better than wealth, for that understanding profiteth at all times and seasons. Nor," added the vizier, "is this
more extraordinary than the story of the man whose caution slew him.".108. Ali ben Tahir and the Girl Mounis ccccxxiv.When the king returned
from his journey, he questioned his vizier of the affairs of his kingdom and the latter answered, 'All is well, O king, save a vile matter, which I have
discovered here and wherewith I am ashamed to confront the king; but, if I hold my peace thereof, I fear lest other than I discover it and I [be
deemed to] have played traitor to the king in the matter of my [duty of] loyal warning and my trust.' Quoth Dabdin, 'Speak, for thou art none other
than a truth-teller, a trusty one, a loyal counsellor in that which thou sayest, undistrusted in aught.' And the vizier said, 'O king, this woman to
whose love thy heart cleaveth and of whose piety thou talkest and her fasting and praying, I will make plain to thee that this is craft and guile.' At
this, the king was troubled and said, 'What is to do?' 'Know,' answered the vizier, 'that some days after thy departure, one came to me and said to
me, "Come, O vizier, and look." So I went to the door of the [queen's] sleeping-chamber and beheld her sitting with Aboulkhair, her father's
servant, whom she favoureth, and she did with him what she did, and this is the manner of that which I saw and heard.'.Now there was before us a
high mountain, (200) rising [abruptly] from the sea, and the ship fell off into an eddy, (201) which bore it on till presently it struck upon the skirt
(202) of the mountain and broke in sunder; whereupon the captain came down [from the mast], weeping, and said, 'God's will be done! Take leave
of one another and look yourselves out graves from to-day, for we have fallen into a predicament (203) from which there is no escape, and never
yet hath any been cast away here and come off alive.' So all the folk fell a-weeping and gave themselves up for lost, despairing of deliverance;
friend took leave of friend and sore was the mourning and lamentation; for that hope was cut off and they were left without guide or pilot. (204)
Then all who were in the ship landed on the skirt of the mountain and found themselves on a long island, whose shores were strewn with [wrecks],
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beyond count or reckoning, [of] ships that had been cast away [there] and whose crews had perished; and there also were dry bones and dead
bodies, heaped upon one another, and goods without number and riches past count So we abode confounded, drunken, amazed, humbling ourselves
[in supplication to God] and repenting us [of having exposed ourselves to the perils of travel]; but repentance availed not in that place..Say, by the
lightnings of thy teeth and thy soul's pure desire, iii. 19..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ea. Story of the Barber's First Brother xxxi.? ? ? ? ? Lo, in my heart the
heat of every heart burns high And in mine eyes unite the tears of every eye..?THE SIXTH OFFICER'S STORY..?STORY OF THE THREE MEN
AND OUR LORD JESUS..The Fourth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? When from your land the breeze I scent that cometh, as I were A reveller
bemused with wine, to lose my wits I'm fain..Old Woman, the Merchant and the King, The, i. 265..There was once, of old days and in bygone ages
and times, a king of the kings of the time, by name Shah Bekht, who had troops and servants and guards galore and a vizier called Er Rehwan, who
was wise, understanding, a man of good counsel and a cheerful acceptor of the commandments of God the Most High, to whom belong might and
majesty. The king committed to him the affairs of his kingdom and his subjects and said according to his word, and on this wise he abode a long
space of time..I clipped her in mine arms and straight grew drunken with the scent, iii. 125..King and his Chamberlain's Wife, The, ii. 53..When the
youth had made an end of his speech, the king said, "Carry him back to the prison;" and when they had done this, he turned to the viziers and said
to them, "Yonder youth looseth his tongue upon you, but I know your affectionate solicitude for the welfare of my empire and your loyal counsel to
me; so be of good heart, for all that ye counsel me I will do." When they heard tnese words, they rejoiced and each of them said his say Then said
the king, "I have not deferred his slaughter but to the intent that the talk might be prolonged and that words might abound, and I desire [now] that
ye sit up for him a gibbet without the town and make proclamation among the folk that they assemble and take him and carry him in procession to
the gibbet, with the crier crying before him and saying, 'This is the recompense of him whom the king delighted to favour and who hath betrayed
him!'" The viziers rejoiced, when they heard this, and slept not that night, of their joy; and they made proclamation in the city and set up the
gibbet..The Twenty-Fourth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? Full many a man incited me to infidelity, But I refused, for all the talk wherewith they set
on me..KING SHAH BEKHT AND HIS VIZIER ER REHWAN. (177).? ? ? ? ? a. Story of Taj el Mulouk and the Princess Dunya cvii.? ? ? ? ? My
transports I conceal for fear of those thereon that spy; Yet down my cheeks the tears course still and still my case bewray..Now he had a friend,
who pretended to quickwittedness and understanding; so he came up to him privily and said to him, 'Let me do, so I may put the change on this
trickster, for I know him to be a liar and thou art near upon having to pay the money; but I will turn suspicion from thee and say to him, "The
deposit is with me and thou erredst in imagining that it was with other than myself," and so divert him from thee.' 'Do so,' replied the merchant, 'and
rid the folk of their [false] debts.'.? ? ? ? ? O Amir of justice, be kind to thy subjects; For justice, indeed, of thy nature's a trait..? ? ? ? ? The herald
of good news my hearing shall delight,.33. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Barber-Surgeon dxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? Peace on you, people of my troth! With
peace I do you greet. Said ye not truly, aforetime, that we should live and meet?.?Story of the Prisoner and How God Gave Him Relief..? ? ? ? ? ? ?
? ? ? eb. Story of the Barber's Second Brother cxlviii.35. The Lover who feigned himself a Thief to save his Mistress's Honour ccxcvii.The Fourth
Day..108. Aboukir the Dyer and Abousir the Barber dccclxvii.32. The Mock Khalif cclxxxvi.When the king had departed on his journey, the vizier
said in himself, 'Needs must I look upon this damsel whom the king loveth with all this love.' So he hid himself in a place, that he might look upon
her, and saw her overpassing description; wherefore he was confounded at her and his wit was dazed and love got the mastery of him, so that he
said to her, saying, 'Have pity on me, for indeed I perish for the love of thee.' She sent back to him, saying, 'O vizier, thou art in the place of trust
and confidence, so do not thou betray thy trust, but make thine inward like unto thine outward (113) and occupy thyself with thy wife and that
which is lawful to thee. As for this, it is lust and [women are all of] one taste. (114) And if thou wilt not be forbidden from this talk, I will make
thee a byword and a reproach among the folk.' When the vizier heard her answer, he knew that she was chaste of soul and body; wherefore he
repented with the utmost of repentance and feared for himself from the king and said, 'Needs must I contrive a device wherewithal I may destroy
her; else shall I be disgraced with the king.'.9. Kemerezzeman and Budour ccxviii.Meanwhile, they carried the damsel into the Commander of the
Faithful and she pleased him; so he assigned her a lodging of the apartments of choice. She abode in the palace, eating not neither drinking and
ceasing not from weeping night nor day, till, one night, the Khalif sent for her to his sitting-chamber and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, be of good
heart and cheerful eye, for I will make thy rank higher than [any of] the concubines and thou shall see that which shall rejoice thee." She kissed the
earth and wept; whereupon the Khalif called for her lute and bade her sing. So she improvised and sang the following verses, in accordance with
that which was in her heart:.As for the singer, when his [stay in the oven] grew long upon him, he came forth therefrom, thinking that her husband
had gone away. Then he went up to the roof and looking down, beheld his friend the druggist; whereat he was sore concerned and said in himself,
'Alas, the disgrace of it! This is my friend the druggist, who dealt kindly with me and wrought me fair and I have requited him with foul' And he
feared to return to the druggist; so he went down and opened the first door and would have gone out; but, when he came to the outer door, he found
it locked and saw not the key. So he stole up again to the roof and cast himself down into the [next] house. The people of the house heard him and
hastened to him, deeming him a thief. Now the house in question belonged to a Persian; so they laid hands on him and the master of the house
began to beat him, saying to him, 'Thou art a thief.' 'Nay,' answered he, 'I am no thief, but a singing-man, a stranger. I heard your voices and came
to sing to you.'.They ate and drank and sported and made merry awhile of the day; and as they were thus engaged, up came the master of the house,
with his friends, whom he had brought with him, that they might carouse together, as of wont. He saw the door opened and knocked lightly, saying
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to his friends, 'Have patience with me, for some of my family are come to visit me; wherefore excuse belongeth [first] to God the Most High, and
then to you.' (263) So they took leave of him and went their ways, whilst he gave another light knock at the door. When the young man heard this,
he changed colour and the woman said to him, 'Methinks thy servant hath returned.' 'Yes,' answered he; and she arose and opening the door to the
master of the house, said to him, 'Where hast thou been? Indeed, thy master is wroth with thee.' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'I have but been about his
occasions.'.? ? ? ? ? a. The Hawk and the Partridge cxlix.140. Younus the Scribe and the Khalif Welid ben Sehl dclxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? g. The Crows and
the Hawk dccccvi.The eunuch heard the smiting of the lute within the chamber and said, 'By Allah, that is my lady Tuhfeh's touch!' So he arose and
went, as he were a madman, falling down and rising up, till he came to the eunuch on guard at the door at the Commander of the Faithful and found
him sitting. When the latter saw him, and he like a madman, falling down and rising up, he said to him, 'What aileth thee and what bringeth thee
hither at this hour?' Quoth the other, 'Wilt thou not make haste and awaken the Commander of the Faithful?' And he fell to crying out at him;
whereupon the Khalif awoke and heard them bandying words together and Tuhfeh's servant saying to the other, 'Out on thee! Awaken the
Commander of the Faithful in haste.' So he said, 'O Sewab, what aileth thee?' And the chief eunuch answered, saying, 'O our lord, the eunuch of
Tuhfeh's lodging hath taken leave of his wits and saith, "Awaken the Commander of the Faithful in haste!"' Then said Er Reshid to one of the
slave-girls, 'See what is to do.'.?STORY OF THE RICH MAN AND HIS WASTEFUL SON..? ? ? ? ? For whom is thy departure even as a father's
loss! To fly or creep, like nestlings, alone, they strive in vain..My fortitude fails, my endeavour is vain, ii. 95..56. The Ruined Man who became
Rich again through a Dream dcxliv.? ? ? ? ? His eyelids' sorcery from mine eyes hath banished sleep; since he From me departed, nought see I
except a drowsy fair. (137).? ? ? ? ? Thou that wast absent from my stead, yet still with me didst bide, Thou wast removed from mine eye, yet still
wast by my side..Awaken, O ye sleepers all, and profit, whilst it's here, ii. 234..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclii.ER RESHID
AND THE BARMECIDES. (152).? ? ? ? ? By Allah, O thou that chid'st my heart concerning my sister's love, Leave chiding and rather bemoan my
case and help me to my will..Daughters, The Two Kings and the Vizier's, iii. 145..Now the dancing of Iblis pleased Queen Es Shuhba and she said
to him, 'By Allah, this is a goodly dancing!' He thanked her for this and said to Tuhfeh, 'O Tuhfeh, there is not on the face of the earth a skilfuller
than Ishac en Nedim; but thou art more skilful than he. Indeed, I have been present with him many a time and have shown him passages (234) on
the lute, and there have betided me such and such things with him. (235) Indeed, the story of my dealings with him is a long one and this is no time
to repeat it; but now I would fain show thee a passage on the lute, whereby thou shall be exalted over all the folk.' Quoth she to him, 'Do what
seemeth good to thee.' So he took the lute and played thereon on wondrous wise, with rare divisions and extraordinary modulations, and showed
her a passage she knew not; and this was liefer to her than all that she had gotten. Then she took the lute from him and playing thereon, [sang and]
presently returned to the passage that he had shown her; and he said, 'By Allah, thou singest better than I!' As for Tuhfeh, it was made manifest to
her that her former usance (236) was all of it wrong and that what she had learnt from the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis was the origin and foundation
[of all perfection] in the art. So she rejoiced in that which she had gotten of [new skill in] touching the lute far more than in all that had fallen to her
lot of wealth and raiment and kissed the Sheikh's hand..Mariyeh opened the mantle, and when she saw that necklace, and indeed the place was
illumined with the lustre thereof, she looked at her slave-girl and said to her, "By Allah, O Shefikeh, one look at him were liefer to me than all that
my hand possesseth! Would I knew what I shall do, whenas Baghdad is empty of him and I hear no tidings of him!" Then she wept and calling for
inkhorn* and paper and pen of brass, wrote the following verses:.Dethroned King whose Kingdom and Good were restored to him, The, i.
285..Officer's Story, The Sixth, ii. 146..Now the woman was in a chest and two youths of the pages of the late king, who were now in the new
king's service, were those who had been charged with the guardianship of the vessel and the goods. When the evening evened on them, the two
youths fell a-talking and recounted that which had befallen them in their days of childhood and the manner of the going forth of their father and
mother from their country and royal estate, whenas the wicked overcame their land, and [called to mind] how they had gone astray in the forest and
how fate had made severance between them and their parents; brief, they recounted their story, from beginning to end. When the woman heard their
talk, she knew that they were her very sons and cried out to them from the chest, saying, 'I am your mother such an one, and the token between you
and me is thus and thus.' The young men knew the token and falling upon the chest, broke the lock and brought out their mother, who strained them
to her breast, and they fell upon her and swooned away, all three..? ? ? ? ? l. The Three Men and our Lord Jesus dcccci.A fair one, to idolaters if she
herself should show, iii. 10..? ? ? ? ? The pains of long desire have wasted me away; Estrangement and disdain my body sore have tried..? ? ? ? ?
And on their saddles perched are warriors richly clad, That with their hands do smite on kettle-drums amain..? ? ? ? ? His sides the tamarisk's
slenderness deride, so lithe they are, Whence for conceit in his own charms still drunken doth he fare..SHEHRZAD AND SHEHRIYAR.
(163).Then said the king, "How long wilt thou beguile us with thy prate, O youth? But now the hour of thy slaughter is come." And he bade crucify
him upon the gibbet. [So they carried him to the place of execution] and were about to hoist him up [upon the cross,] when, behold, the captain of
the thieves, who had found him and reared him, (141) came up at that moment and asked what was that assembly and [the cause of] the crowds
gathered there. They told him that a servant of the king had committed a great crime and that he was about to put him to death. So the captain of the
thieves pressed forward and looking upon the prisoner, knew him, whereupon he went up to him and embraced him and clipped him and fell to
kissing him upon his mouth. Then said he, "This is a boy whom I found under such a mountain, wrapped in a gown of brocade, and I reared him
and he fell to stopping the way with us. One day, we set upon a caravan, but they put us to flight and wounded some of us and took the boy and
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went their way. From that day to this I have gone round about the lands in quest of him, but have not lighted on news of him [till now;] and this is
he.".? ? ? ? ? Crude amber (158) in its native land unheeded goes, but, when It comes abroad, upon the necks to raise it men delight..45. Ali Shir
(230) and Zumurrud dlxix.Oft as my yearning waxeth, my heart consoleth me, ii. 228..Love to its victim clings without relent, and he Of torments
and unease complaineth evermore..? ? ? ? ? In my tears I have a witness; when I call thee to my mind, Down my cheeks they run like torrents, and I
cannot stay their flight..? ? ? ? ? p. The Foxes and the Wolf dcxxx.Disciple's Story, The, i. 283..? ? ? ? ? Yea, all my passion and desire and
love-longing in verse, As pearls in goodly order strung it were, I did enshrine..? ? ? ? ? The Merciful dyed me with that which I wear Of hues with
whose goodliness none may compare..When Tuhfeh heard this, it was grievous to her and she wept sore; whereupon quoth the head to her, 'The
relief of God the Most High is near at hand; but now let me hear somewhat of thy speech.' So she took the lute and sang three songs, weeping the
while. 'By Allah,' said the head, 'thou hast been bountiful to me, may God be with thee!' Then it disappeared and the season of sundown came. So
she arose [and betook herself] to her place [in the hall]; whereupon the candles rose up from under the earth and kindled themselves. Then the kings
of the Jinn appeared and saluted her and kissed her hands and she saluted them. Presently, up came Kemeriyeh and her three sisters and saluted
Tuhfeh and sat down; whereupon the tables were brought and they ate. Then the tables were removed and there came the wine-tray and the
drinking-service. So Tuhfeh took the lute and one of the three queens filled the cup and signed to Tuhfeh [to sing]. Now she had in her hand a
violet; so Tuhfeh sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? My severance to bewail in torment and dismay..? ? ? ? ? Whenas my sisters dear
forsake me, grieved that they Must leave their native place and far away must hie,.One day, as he went wandering about the streets, he espied a
woman of the utmost beauty and grace, and what he saw of her charms amazed him and there betided him what made him forget his present plight.
She accosted him and jested with him and he besought her of foregathering and companionship. She consented to this and said to him, 'Let us go to
thy lodging.' With this he repented and was perplexed concerning his affair and grieved for that which must escape him of her company by reason
of the straitness of his hand, (261) for that he had no jot of spending money. But he was ashamed to say, 'No,' after he had made suit to her; so he
went on before her, bethinking him how he should rid himself of her and casting about for an excuse which he might put off on her, and gave not
over going from street to street, till he entered one that had no issue and saw, at the farther end, a door, whereon was a padlock..? ? ? ? ? Whenas
the burdens all were bounden on and shrill The camel-leader's call rang out across the air,.When El Muradi heard of his release, he betook himself
to the chief of the police and said to him, "O our lord, we are not assured from yonder youth, [the Damascene], for that he hath been released from
prison and we fear lest he complain of us." Quoth the prefect, "How shall we do?" And El Muradi answered, saying, "I will cast him into a calamity
for thee." Then he ceased not to follow the young Damascene from place to place till he came up with him in a strait place and a by-street without
an issue; whereupon he accosted him and putting a rope about his neck, cried out, saying, "A thief!" The folk flocked to him from all sides and fell
to beating and reviling Noureddin, whilst he cried out for succour, but none succoured him, and El Muradi still said to him, "But yesterday the
Commander of the Faithful released thee and to-day thou stealest!" So the hearts of the folk were hardened against him and El Muradi carried him
to the master of police, who bade cut off his hand..The Eleventh Night of the Month..I swear by his life, yea, I swear by the life of my love without
peer, iii. 21..?STORY OF THE SHARPER AND THE MERCHANTS..The king read the letter and said to Abou Temam, "We will do what
behoveth in the matter; but, O Abou Temam, needs must thou see my daughter and she thee, and needs must thou hear her speech and she thine.' So
saying, he sent him to the lodging of the princess, who had had notice of this; so that they had adorned her sitting-chamber with the costliest that
might be of utensils of gold and silver and the like, and she seated herself on a throne of gold, clad in the most sumptuous of royal robes and
ornaments. When Abou Temam entered, he bethought himself and said, 'The wise say, he who restraineth his sight shall suffer no evil and he who
guardeth his tongue shall hear nought of foul, and he who keepeth watch over his hand, it shall be prolonged and not curtailed.' (121) So he entered
and seating himself on the ground, [cast down his eyes and] covered his hands and feet with his dress. (122) Quoth the king's daughter to him, 'Lift
thy head, O Abou Temam, and look on me and speak with me.' But he spoke not neither raised his head, and she continued, 'They sent thee but that
thou mightest look on me and speak with me, and behold, thou speakest not at all. Take of these pearls that be around thee and of these jewels and
gold and silver. But he put not forth his hand unto aught, and when she saw that he paid no heed to anything, she was angry and said, 'They have
sent me a messenger, blind, dumb and deaf.'.? ? ? ? ? How long shall I, in weariness, for this estrangement pine, What while the spies of severance
(106) do watch me all the night?.32. The Khalif Hisham and the Arab Youth dxxxiv.They have departed, but the steads yet full of them remain, ii.
239..Then said Shehrzad, "They avouch, O king, (but God [alone] knowest the secret things,) that.? ? ? ? ? How oft I've waked, whilst over me my
comrades kept the watch! How many a stony waste I've crossed, how many a desert dread!.? ? ? ? ? q. The Stolen Necklace dccccxciv.? ? ? ? ?
Yea, passion raged in me and love-longing was like To slay me; yet my heart to solace still it wrought..Midst colours, my colour excelleth in light,
ii. 258..All who were present were delighted and the sitting-chamber shook with mirth, and Iblis said, 'Well done, O Tuhfet es Sudour!' Then they
gave not over wine-bibbing and rejoicing and making merry and tambourining and piping till the night waned and the dawn drew near; and indeed
exceeding delight entered into them. The most of them in mirth was the Sheikh Iblis, and for the excess of that which betided him of delight, he put
off all that was upon him of coloured clothes and cast them over Tuhfeh, and among the rest a robe broidered with jewels and jacinths, worth ten
thousand dinars. Then he kissed the earth and danced and put his finger to his arse and taking his beard in his hand, said to her, 'Sing about this
beard and endeavour after mirth and pleasance, and no blame shall betide thee for this.' So she improvised and sang the following verses:
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