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The learned man bethought him awhile of this, then made for Khelbes's house, which adjoined his own, still holding the latter; and when they
entered, they found the young man lying on the bed with Khelbes's wife; whereupon quoth he to him, 'O accursed one, the calamity is with thee and
in thine own house!' So Khelbes put away his wife and went forth, fleeing, and returned not to his own land. This, then," continued the vizier, "is
the consequence of lewdness, for whoso purposeth in himself craft and perfidy, they get possession of him, and had Khelbes conceived of himself
that (266) which he conceived of the folk of dishonour and calamity, there had betided him nothing of this. Nor is this story, rare and extraordinary
though it be, more extraordinary or rarer than that of the pious woman whose husband's brother accused her of lewdness.".? ? ? ? ? a. The Christian
Broker's Story cvii.Two Kings and the Vizier's Daughters, The, iii. 145.? ? ? ? ? They have shut out thy person from my sight; They cannot shut thy
memory from my spright..Then she carried him up [to the estrade] and seating him on the couch, brought him meat and wine and gave him to
drink; after which she put off all that was upon her of raiment and jewels and tying them up in a handkerchief, said to him, "O my lord, this is thy
portion, all of it." Moreover she turned to the Jew and said to him, "Arise, thou also, and do even as I." So he arose in haste and went out, scarce
crediting his deliverance. When the girl was assured of his escape, she put out her hand to her clothes [and jewels] and taking them, said to the
prefect, "Is the requital of kindness other than kindness? Thou hast deigned [to visit me and eat of my victual]; so now arise and depart from us
without ill-[doing]; or I will give one cry and all who are in the street will come forth." So the Amir went out from her, without having gotten a
single dirhem; and on this wise she delivered the Jew by the excellence of her contrivance.'.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Before I rent my clothes, reproach me
not, I pray..When the Khalif heard this, he laughed heartily and said, "By Allah, O my brother, thou art indeed excused in this matter, now that I
know the cause and that the cause hath a tail. Nevertheless if it please God, I will not sever myself from thee." "O my guest," replied Aboulhusn,
"did I not say to thee, 'Far be it that what is past should recur! For that I will never again foregather with any'?" Then the Khalif rose and
Aboulhusn set before him a dish of roast goose and a cake of manchet-bread and sitting down, fell to cutting off morsels and feeding the Khalif
therewith. They gave not over eating thus till they were content, when Aboulhusn brought bowl and ewer and potash (16) and they washed their
hands..Damascus is all gardens decked for the pleasance of the eyes; For the seeker there are black-eyed girls and boys of Paradise.".? ? ? ? ?
Love's slave, I keep my troth with them; but, when they vowed, Fate made itself Urcoub, (16) whom never oath could bind..Sharpers, The
Money-Changer and the Ass, The, ii. 41..?THE FIRST OFFICER'S STORY..Then he turned to the woman and said to her, "Is it not thus?" "Yes, O
Commander of the Faithful," answered she; and he said, "What prompted thee to this?" Quoth she, "Thou slewest my father and my mother and my
kinsfolk and tookest their goods." "Whom meanest thou?" asked the Khalif, and she replied, "I am of the house of Bermek." (93) Then said he to
her, "As for the dead, they are of those who are past away, and it booteth not to speak of them; but, as for that which I took of wealth, it shall be
restored to thee, yea, and more than it." And he was bountiful to her to the utmost of munificence..18. The Thief and his Monkey clii.66. The Imam
Abou Yousuf with Er Reshid and Zubeideh dclii.Ilan Shah and Abou Temam, Story of, i. 126..They have departed, but the steads yet full of them
remain, ii. 239..King Suleiman Shah and his Sons, Story of, i. 150.Look at the moss-rose, on its branches seen, ii. 256..So they dragged him away,
what while he wept and spoke the words which whoso saith shall nowise be confounded, to wit, "There is no power and no virtue save in God the
Most High, the Sublime!" When they came to the Tigris, one of them drew the sword upon him and El Muradi said to the swordbearer, "Smite off
his head." But one of them, Ahmed by name, said, "O folk, deal gently with this poor wretch and slay him not unjustly and wickedly, for I stand in
fear of God the Most High, lest He burn me with his fire." Quoth El Muradi, "A truce to this talk!" And Ahmed said, "If ye do with him aught, I
will acquaint the Commander of the Faithful." "How, then, shall we do with him?" asked they; and he answered, "Let us deposit him in prison and I
will be answerable to you for his provision; so shall we be quit of his blood, for indeed he is wrongfully used." So they took him up and casting him
into the Prison of Blood, (13)went away..? ? ? ? ? l. The Foolish Fisherman dccccxviii.King Shehriyar marvelled [at this story (146)] and said "By
Allah, verily, injustice slayeth its folk!" (147) And he was edified by that wherewith Shehrzad bespoke him and sought help of God the Most High.
Then said he to her, "Tell me another of thy stories, O Shehrzad; let it be a pleasant one and this shall be the completion of the story-telling." "With
all my heart," answered Shehrzad. "It hath reached me, O august King, that a man once said to his fellows, 'I will set forth to you a means (148) of
security (149) against vexation. (150) A friend of mine once related to me and said, "We attained [whiles] to security (151) against vexation,
(152)and the origin of it was other than this; to wit, it was as follows. (153).? ? ? ? ? In wine, as the glittering sunbeams bright, my heart's
contentment is, That banishes hence, with various joys, all kinds of care and dole..So she opened the door to him and brought him in. Then she
seated him at the upper end of the room and set food before him. So he ate and drank and lay with her and swived her. Then she sat down in his lap
and they toyed and laughed and kissed till the day was half spent, when her husband came home and she could find nothing for it but to hide the
singer in a rug, in which she rolled him up. The husband entered and seeing the place disordered (194) and smelling the odour of wine, questioned
her of this. Quoth she, 'I had with me a friend of mine and I conjured her [to drink with me]; so we drank a jar [of wine], she and I, and she went
away but now, before thy coming in.' Her husband, (who was none other than the singer's friend the druggist, that had invited him and fed him),
deemed her words true and went away to his shop, whereupon the singer came forth and he and the lady returned to their sport and abode on this
wise till eventide, when she gave him money and said to him, 'Come hither to-morrow in the forenoon.' 'It is well,' answered he and departed; and
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at nightfall he went to the bath..Therewithal, O my brother, the locust fell to going round about among the company of the birds, but saw nought
resembling the hawk in bulk and body save the kite and deemed well of her. So she brought the hawk and the kite together and counselled the
former to make friends with the latter. Now it chanced that the hawk fell sick and the kite abode with him a long while [and tended him] till he
recovered and became whole and strong; wherefore he thanked her [and she departed from him]. But after awhile the hawk's sickness returned to
him and he needed the kite's succour. So the locust went out from him and was absent from him a day, after which she returned to him with
a[nother] locust, (53) saying, "I have brought thee this one." When the hawk saw her, he said, "God requite thee with good! Indeed, thou hast done
well in the quest and hast been subtle in the choice.".? ? ? ? ? O'er all the fragrant flowers that be I have the prefrence aye, For that I come but once
a year, and but a little stay..Hakim (El) bi Amrillah, The Merchant and the Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun, iii. 171..EL MELIK EZ ZAHIR
RUKNEDDIN BIBERS EL BUNDUCDARI AND THE SIXTEEN OFFICERS OF POLICE. (83).The queen drank off her cup and bestowed on
Tuhfeh a dress of cloth-of-pearl, fringed with red rubies, worth twenty thousand dinars, and a tray wherein were ten thousand dinars..She laughed
and answered, 'O my lord, my story is a strange one and my case extraordinary. Know that I belonged aforetime to a Mughrebi merchant, who
bought me, when I was three years old, and there were in his house many slave-girls and eunuchs; but I was the dearest to him of them all. So he
kept me with him and used not to call me but "daughterling," and indeed I am presently a clean maid. Now there was with him a damsel, a lutanist,
and she reared me and taught me the craft, even as thou seest. Then was my master admitted to the mercy of God the Most High (184) and his sons
divided his good. I fell to the lot of one of them; but it was only a little while ere he had squandered all his substance and there was left him no tittle
of money. So I left the lute, fearing lest I should fall into the hand of a man who knew not my worth, for that I was assured that needs must my
master sell me; and indeed it was but a few days ere he carried me forth to the barrack of the slave-merchant who buyeth slave-girls and showeth
them to the Commander of the Faithful. Now I desired to learn the craft; so I refused to be sold to other than thou, till God (extolled be His
perfection and exalted be He!) vouchsafed me my desire of thy presence; whereupon I came out to thee, whenas I heard of thy coming, and
besought thee to buy me. Thou healedst my heart and boughtedst me; and since I entered thy house, O my lord, I have not taken up the lute till
now; but to-day, whenas I was quit of the slave-girls, [I took it]; and my purpose in this was that I might see if my hand were changed (185) or no.
As I was singing, I heard a step in the vestibule; so I laid the lute from my hand and going forth to see what was to do, found thee, O my lord, on
this wise.'.?STORY OF THE THIEF AND THE WOMAN..Rehwan (Er), King Shah Bekht and his Vizier, i. 215..When the morning morrowed,
the first who presented himself before the Amir was the Cadi Amin el Hukm, leaning on two of his black slaves; and he was crying out and calling
[on God] for aid and saying, "O crafty and perfidious Amir, thou depositedst with me a woman [yesternight] and broughtest her into my house and
my dwelling-place, and she arose [in the night] and took from me the good of the little orphans, (96) six great bags, [containing each a thousand
dinars, (97) and made off;] but as for me, I will say no more to thee except in the Sultan's presence." (98) When the Master of the Police heard
these words, he was troubled and rose and sat down; then he took the Cadi and seating him by his side, soothed him and exhorted him to patience,
till he had made an end of talk, when he turned to the officers and questioned them. They fixed the affair on me and said, "We know nothing of this
affair but from Captain Muineddin." So the Cadi turned to me and said, "Thou wast of accord with this woman, for she said she came from the
Citadel.".? ? ? ? ? Beauty on his cheek hath written, "Blest be Allah, He who created this enchanting wight!".When the boy saw what the
treasure-seeker had done with him he committed his affair to God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) and abode perplexed concerning
his case and said, 'How bitter is this death!' For that indeed the world was darkened on him and the pit was blinded to him. So he fell a-weeping and
saying, 'I was delivered from the lion and the thieves and now is my death [appointed to be] in this pit, where I shall die lingeringly.' And he abode
confounded and looked for nothing but death. As he pondered [his affair], behold, he heard a sound of water running with a mighty noise; so he
arose and walked in the pit, following after the sound, till he came to a corner and heard the mighty running of water. So he laid his ear to the sound
of the current and hearing it a great strength, said in himself, 'This is the running of a mighty water and needs must I die in this place, be it to-day or
to-morrow; so I will cast myself into the water and not die a lingering death in this pit.'.? ? ? ? ? Yea, for the perfidies of Fate and sev'rance I'm
become Even as was Bishr (85) of old time with Hind, (86) a fearful swain;.? ? ? ? ? Were my affliction thine, love's anguish hadst thou dreed And
in the flaming hell of long estrangement sighed..? ? ? ? ? n. The Man who never Laughed again dccccxci.On the morrow, he betook himself to the
shop of his friend the druggist, who welcomed him and questioned him of his case and how he had fared that day. Quoth the singer, 'May God
requite thee with good, O my brother! For that thou hast directed me unto easance!' And he related to him his adventure with the woman, till he
came to the mention of her husband, when he said, 'And at midday came the cuckold her husband and knocked at the door. So she wrapped me in
the mat, and when he had gone about his business, I came forth and we returned to what we were about.' This was grievous to the druggist and he
repented of having taught him [how he should do] and misdoubted of his wife. So he said to the singer, 'And what said she to thee at thy going
away?' And the other answered, 'She bade me come back to her on the morrow. So, behold, I am going to her and I came not hither but that I might
acquaint thee with this, lest thy heart be occupied with me.' Then he took leave of him and went his way. As soon as the druggist was assured that
he had reached the house, he cast the net over his shop (195) and made for his house, misdoubting of his wife, and knocked at the door..Wife and
the Learned Man, Khelbes and his, i. 301..Now he was the king of the land of Serendib, (207) and he welcomed me and entreated me with
kindness, bidding me be seated and admitting me to his table and converse. So I talked with him and called down blessings upon him and he took
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pleasure in my discourse and showed me satisfaction and said to me, 'What is thy name?' 'O my lord,' answered I, 'my name is Sindbad the Sailor;'
and he said, 'And what countryman art thou?' Quoth I, 'I am of Baghdad.' 'And how earnest thou hither?' asked he. So I told him my story and he
marvelled mightily thereat and said, 'By Allah, O Sindbad, this thy story is marvellous and it behoveth that it be written in characters of gold.'.? ? ?
? ? e. The Fifth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dlvi.? ? ? ? ? Till in a robe of sandal green 'twas clad And veil that blended rose and flame (216) in
hue..'It is told of a certain doughty thief, that he used to rob and stop the way by himself upon caravans, and whenever the prefect of police and the
magistrates sought him, he would flee from them and fortify himself in the mountains. Now it befell that a certain man journeyed along the road
wherein was the robber in question, and this man was alone and knew not the perils that beset his way. So the highwayman came out upon him and
said to him, "Bring out that which is with thee, for I mean to slay thee without fail." Quoth the traveller, "Slay me not, but take these saddle-bags
and divide [that which is in] them and take the fourth part [thereof]." And the thief answered, "I will not take aught but the whole." "Take half,"
rejoined the traveller, "and let me go." But the robber replied, "I will take nought but the whole, and I will slay thee [to boot]." And the traveller
said, "Take it.".?OF CLEMENCY..I am filled full of longing pain and memory and dole, iii. 15..So Iblis drank off his cup, and when he had made
an end of his draught, he waved his hand to Tuhfeh, and putting off that which was upon him of clothes, delivered them to her. Amongst them was
a suit worth ten thousand dinars and a tray full of jewels worth a great sum of money. Then he filled again and gave the cup to his son Es Shisban,
who took it from his hand and kissing it, stood up and sat down again. Now there was before him a tray of roses; so he said to her 'O Tuhfeh sing
upon these roses.' Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and sang the following verses:.There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and
times, a king of the kings of the time, by name Shah Bekht, who had troops and servants and guards galore and a vizier called Er Rehwan, who was
wise, understanding, a man of good counsel and a cheerful acceptor of the commandments of God the Most High, to whom belong might and
majesty. The king committed to him the affairs of his kingdom and his subjects and said according to his word, and on this wise he abode a long
space of time..Haroun er Reshid and the Woman of the Barmecides, i. 57..100. The Lovers of the Benou Tai ccccx.The Merciful dyed me with that
which I wear, ii. 245..Damascus (Noureddin Ali of) and Sitt el Milah, iii. 3..One day, as the prefect sat [in his house], the watchman came in to him
and said, "O my lord, the Jew goeth to the house of such an one." Whereupon El Atwesh arose and went forth alone, taking with him none but
myself. As he went along, he said to me, "Indeed, this [woman] is a fat piece of meat." (109) And we gave not over going till we came to the door
of the house and stood there till a slave-girl came out, as if to buy them somewhat. We waited till she opened the door, whereupon, without further
parley, we forced our way into the house and rushed in upon the girl, whom we found seated with the Jew in a saloon with four estrades, and
cooking-pots and candles therein. When her eyes fell on the prefect, she knew him and rising to her feet, said, "Welcome and fair welcome! Great
honour hath betided me by my lord's visit and indeed thou honourest my dwelling.".? ? ? ? ? All intercessions come and all alike do ill succeed,
Save Tuhfeh's, daughter of Merjan, for that, in very deed,.? ? ? ? ? My patience underneath the loss of friends and folk With pallor's sorry garb hath
clad me, comrades dear..Ye chide at one who weepeth for troubles ever new, iii. 30..The Thirteenth Night of the Month..So she did this and fair
fortune aided her and the Divine favour was vouchsafed unto her and she discovered her intent to her father, who forbade her therefrom, fearing her
slaughter. However, she repeated her speech to him a second and a third time, but he consented not. Then he cited unto her a parable, that should
deter her, and she cited him a parable in answer to his, and the talk was prolonged between them and the adducing of instances, till her father saw
that he availed not to turn her from her purpose and she said to him, 'Needs must I marry the king, so haply I may be a sacrifice for the children of
the Muslims; either I shall turn him from this his heresy or I shall die.' When the vizier despaired of dissuading her, he went up to the king and
acquainted him with the case, saying, 'I have a daughter and she desireth to give herself to the king.' Quoth the king, 'How can thy soul consent
unto this, seeing that thou knowest I lie but one night with a girl and when I arise on the morrow, I put her to death, and it is thou who slayest her,
and thou hast done this again and again?' 'Know, O king,' answered the vizier, 'that I have set forth all this to her, yet consented she not unto aught,
but needs must she have thy company and still chooseth to come to thee and present herself before thee, notwithstanding that I have cited to her the
sayings of the sages; but she hath answered me to the contrary thereof with more than that which I said to her.' And the king said, 'Bring her to me
this night and to-morrow morning come thou and take her and put her to death; and by Allah, an thou slay her not, I will slay thee and her
also!'.164. The Merchant of Oman dccccxlvi.The king approved her speech and bestowed on her a dress of honour and gave her magnificent gifts;
after which, for that his choice had fallen upon his younger son, Melik Shah, he married her with him and made him his heir apparent and caused
the folk swear fealty to him. When this came to the knowledge of his brother Belehwan and he was ware that his younger brother had been
preferred over him, his breast was straitened and the affair was grievous to him and envy entered into him and rancour; but he concealed this in his
heart, whilst fire raged therein because of the damsel and the kingship..? ? ? ? ? Where lavender, myrtle, narcissus entwine, With all sweet-scented
herbs, round the juice of the vine..Poor Old Man, The Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in Marriage to the, i. 247..Meanwhile, the people of
the city rejoiced and were glad and blessed the vizier's daughter, marvelling for that three days had passed and that the king had not put her to death
and exulting in that, [as they deemed,] he had turned [from his purpose] and would never again burden himself with blood-guiltiness against any of
the maidens of the city. Then, on the fourth night, she related to him a still more extraordinary story, and on the fifth night she told him anecdotes
of kings and viziers and notables. On this wise she ceased not [to do] with him [many] days and nights, what while the king still said in himself,
'When I have heard the end of the story, I will put her to death,' and the people waxed ever in wonder and admiration. Moreover, the folk of the
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provinces and cities heard of this thing, to wit, that the king had turned from his custom and from that which he had imposed upon himself and had
renounced his heresy, wherefore they rejoiced and the folk returned to the capital and took up their abode therein, after they had departed thence;
yea, they were constant in prayer to God the Most High that He would stablish the king in that his present case; and this," said Shehrzad, "is the end
of that which my friend related to me.".With this the king's wrath subsided and he said, "Restore him to the prison till the morrow, so we may look
into his affair.".When King Shah Bekht heard this story, it pleased him and he bade the vizier go away to his own house..Quoth the Khalif, "God
grant thee that thou seekest! Let us drink one last cup and rise before the dawn draw near, and to-morrow night I will be with thee again." "Far be
it!" said Aboulhusn. Then the Khalif filled a cup and putting therein a piece of Cretan henbane, gave it to his host and said to him, "My life on thee,
O my brother, drink this cup from my hand!" "Ay, by thy life," answered Aboulhusn, "I will drink it from thy hand." So he took it and drank it off;
but hardly had he done so, when his head forewent his feet and he fell to the ground like a slain man; whereupon the Khalif went out and said to his
servant Mesrour, "Go in to yonder young man, the master of the house, and take him up and bring him to me at the palace; and when thou goest
out, shut the door.".Woman (The Old) and the Draper's Wife, ii. 55..? ? ? ? ? Upon the table of her cheek beauty hath writ, "Alack, Her charms!
'Twere well thou refuge sought'st with God incontinent." (119).When she had made an end of her song, all who were in the assembly wept for the
daintiness of her speech and the sweetness of her voice and El Abbas said to her, "Well done, O Merziyeh I Indeed, thou confoundest the wits with
the goodliness of thy verses and the elegance of thy speech." All this while Shefikeh abode gazing upon her, and when she beheld El Abbas his
slave-girls and considered the goodliness of their apparel and the nimbleness of their wits and the elegance of their speech, her reason was
confounded. Then she sought leave of El Abbas and returning to her mistress Mariyeh, without letter or answer, acquainted her with his case and
that wherein he was of puissance and delight and majesty and venerance and loftiness of rank. Moreover, she told her what she had seen of the
slave-girls and their circumstance and that which they had said and how they had made El Abbas desireful of returning to his own country by the
recitation of verses to the sound of the strings..?THE SECOND OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? So shall we quaff the cups in ease and cheer, In
endless joyance, quit of care and woe.."There was once a man, a merchant, who had a wife and abundant wealth. He set out one day on a journey
with merchandise, leaving his wife big with child, and said to her, 'If it be the will of God the Most High, I will return before the birth of the child.'
Then he took leave of her and setting out, journeyed from country to country till he came to the court of one of the kings and foregathered with
him. Now this king was in need of one who should order his affairs and those of his kingdom and seeing the merchant well-bred and intelligent, he
charged him abide with him and entreated him with honour and munificence. After awhile, he sought of the king leave to go to his own house, but
the latter would not consent to this; whereupon he said to him, 'O king, suffer me go and see my children and come again.' So he gave him leave for
this and took surety of him for his return. Moreover, he gave him a purse, wherein were a thousand gold dinars, and the merchant embarked in a
ship and set sail, intending for his own country..58. The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh (232) dcxlvi.My fortitude fails, my endeavour is vain, ii.
95..47. The Man of Yemen and his six Slave-girls dxcv.It is said that, when the Khalifate devolved on Omar ben Abdulaziz (42) (of whom God
accept), the poets [of the time] resorted to him, as they had been used to resort to the Khalifs before him, and abode at his door days and days, but
he gave them not leave to enter, till there came to Omar Adi ben Artah, (43) who stood high in esteem with him. Jerir (44) accosted him and
begged him to crave admission for them [to the Khalif]. "It is well," answered Adi and going in to Omar, said to him, "The poets are at thy door
and have been there days and days; yet hast thou not given them leave to enter, albeit their sayings are abiding (45) and their arrows go straight to
the mark." Quoth Omar, "What have I to do with the poets?" And Adi answered, saying, "O Commander of the Faithful, the Prophet (whom God
bless and preserve) was praised [by a poet] and gave [him largesse,] and therein (46) is an exemplar to every Muslim." Quoth Omar, "And who
praised him?" "Abbas ben Mirdas (47) praised him," replied Adi, "and he clad him with a suit and said, 'O Bilal, (48) cut off from me his tongue!'"
"Dost thou remember what he said?" asked the Khalif; and Adi said, "Yes." "Then repeat it," rejoined Omar. So Adi recited the following
verses:.Nor," added the vizier, "is this, O king of the age, more extraordinary or stranger than the story of the king and his chamberlain's wife; nay,
the latter is rarer than this and more delightsome.".28. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Barber-surgeon cclxxiii.Now the king was seated at the lattice,
hearkening to their talk, and Abou Sabir's words angered him; so he bade bring him before him and they brought him forthright. Now there was in
the king's palace an underground dungeon and therein a vast deep pit, into which the king caused cast Abou Sabir, saying to him, 'O lackwit, now
shall we see how thou wilt come forth of the pit to the throne of the kingdom.' Then he used to come and stand at the mouth of the pit and say, 'O
lackwit, O Abou Sabir, I see thee not come forth of the pit and sit down on the king's throne!' And he assigned him each day two cakes of bread,
whilst Abou Sabir held his peace and spoke not, but bore with patience that which betided him..? ? ? ? ? Peace on you, people of my troth! With
peace I do you greet. Said ye not truly, aforetime, that we should live and meet?..? ? ? ? ? r. The Heathcock and the Tortoises dcxxxiv.So they ate
and Tuhfeh looked at the two kings, who had not changed their favour and said to Kemeriyeh, 'O my lady, what is yonder wild beast and that other
like unto him? By Allah, mine eye brooketh not the sight of them.' Kemeriyeh laughed and answered, 'O my sister, that is my father Es Shisban and
the other is Meimoun the Sworder; and of the pride of their souls and their arrogance, they consented not to change their [natural] fashion. Indeed,
all whom thou seest here are, by nature, like unto them in fashion; but, on thine account, they have changed their favour, for fear lest thou be
disquieted and for the comforting of thy mind, so thou mightest make friends with them and be at thine ease.' 'O my lady,' quoth Tuhfeh, 'indeed I
cannot look at them. How frightful is yonder Meimoun, with his [one] eye! Mine eye cannot brook the sight of him, and indeed I am fearful of
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him.' Kemeriyeh laughed at her speech, and Tuhfeh said, 'By Allah, O my lady, I cannot fill my eye with them!' (200) Then said her father Es
Shisban to her, 'What is this laughing?' So she bespoke him in a tongue none understood but they [two] and acquainted him with that which Tuhfeh
had said; whereat he laughed a prodigious laugh, as it were the pealing thunder..? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Eunuch Kafour xxxix."Be it as thou
deemest," answered Er Reshid and caused return the damsel to her chamber, saying to her, "The Lady Zubeideh saith thus and thus." Quoth she,
"God requite her for me with good! Indeed, thou dealest equitably, O Commander of the Faithful, in this judgment." And he answered, "Go now to
thy place, and to-morrow we will let bring thy lord." So she kissed the earth and recited the following verses:.Thereupon the folk all prostrated
themselves and gave one another joy of this and the drums of good tidings beat before him, and he entered the city [and went on] till he came to the
House of Justice and the audience-hall of the palace and sat down on the throne of the kingdom, with the crown on his head; whereupon the folk
came in to him to give him joy and offer up prayers for him. Then he addressed himself, after his wont in the kingship, to ordering the affairs of the
folk and ranging the troops according to their ranks and looking into their affairs and those of all the people. Moreover, he released those who were
in the prisons and abolished the customs dues and gave dresses of honour and bestowed gifts and largesse and conferred favours on the amirs and
viziers and dignitaries, and the chamberlains and deputies presented themselves before him and did him homage. So the people of the city rejoiced
in him and said, 'Indeed this is none other than a king of the greatest of the kings.'.? ? ? ? ? d. The Tailor's Story xxix.King Bihkerd, Story of, i.
121..Meanwhile, his father and mother had gone round about all the islands of the sea in quest of him and his brother, hoping that the sea might
have cast them up, but found no trace of them; so they despaired of finding them and took up their abode in one of the islands. One day, the
merchant, being in the market, saw a broker, and in his hand a boy he was calling for sale, and said in himself, 'I will buy yonder boy, so I may
console myself with him for my sons.' So he bought him and carried him to his house; and when his wife saw him, she cried out and said, 'By
Allah, this is my son!' So his father and mother rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy and questioned him of his brother; but he answered, 'The sea
parted us and I knew not what became of him.' Therewith his father and mother consoled themselves with him and on this wise a number of years
passed..Quoth the king, 'Verily, thou makest me long to see him. Canst thou not bring us together?' 'With all my heart,' answered the husbandman,
and the king sat with him till he had made an end of his tillage, when he carried him to his dwelling-place and brought him in company with the
other stranger, aud behold, it was his vizier. When they saw each other, they wept and embraced, and the husbandman wept for their weeping; but
the king concealed their affair and said to him, 'This is a man from my country and he is as my brother.' So they abode with the husbandman and
helped him for a wage, wherewith they supported themselves a long while. Meanwhile, they sought news of their country and learned that which its
people suffered of straitness and oppression..The company marvelled at this story and the tenth officer came forward and said, 'As for me, there
befell me that which was yet more extraordinary than all this.' Quoth El Melik ez Zahir, 'What was that?' And he said,.Bekhtzeman, Story of King,
i. 115..The Ninth Day.HAROUN ER RESHID AND THE WOMAN OF THE BARMECIDES. (84).I did as she bade me and when I returned, she
said to me, "Sit, so I may relate to thee yonder fellow's case, lest thou be affrighted at that which hath befallen him. Thou must know that I am the
Khalif's favourite, nor is there any more in honour with him than I; and I am allowed six nights in each month, wherein I go down [into the city and
take up my abode] with my [former] mistress, who reared me; and when I go down thus, I dispose of myself as I will. Now this young man was the
son of neighbours of my mistress, when I was a virgin girl. One day, my mistress was [engaged] with the chief [officers] of the palace and I was
alone in the house. When the night came on, I went up to the roof, so I might sleep there, and before I was aware, this youth came up from the
street and falling upon me, knelt on my breast. He was armed with a poniard and I could not win free of him till he had done away my maidenhead
by force; and this sufficed him not, but he must needs disgrace me with all the folk, for, as often as I came down from the palace, he would lie in
wait for me by the way and swive me against my will and follow me whithersoever I went. This, then, is my story, and as for thee, thou pleasest me
and thy patience pleaseth me and thy good faith and loyal service, and there abideth with me none dearer than thou." Then I lay with her that night
and there befell what befell between us till the morning, when she gave me wealth galore and fell to coming to the pavilion six days in every
month..24. Maan ben Zaideh and the three Girls cclxxi.So Belehwan the froward abode king in his father's room and his affairs prospered, what
while the young Melik Shah lay in the underground dungeon four full-told years, till his charms faded and his favour changed. When God (extolled
be His perfection and exalted be He!) willed to relieve him and bring him forth of the prison, Belehwan sat one day with his chief officers and the
grandees of his state and discoursed with them of the story of King Suleiman Shah and what was in his heart. Now there were present certain
viziers, men of worth, and they said to him, 'O king, verily God hath been bountiful unto thee and hath brought thee to thy wish, so that thou art
become king in thy father's stead and hast gotten thee that which thou soughtest. But, as for this boy, there is no guilt in him, for that, from the day
of his coming into the world, he hath seen neither ease nor joyance, and indeed his favour is faded and his charms changed [with long prison].
What is his offence that he should merit this punishment? Indeed, it is others than he who were to blame, and God hath given thee the victory over
them, and there is no fault in this poor wight.' Quoth Belehwan, 'Indeed, it is as ye say; but I am fearful of his craft and am not assured from his
mischief; belike the most part of the folk will incline unto him.' 'O king,' answered they, 'what is this boy and what power hath he? If thou fear him,
send him to one of the frontiers.' And Belehwan said, 'Ye say sooth: we will send him to be captain over such an one of the marches.'.After that I
tarried till three days had elapsed, when 1 went to the bath and changing my clothes, betook myself to her house, but found the door locked and
covered with dust. So I questioned the neighbours of her and they said, "This house hath been empty these many days; but three days agone there
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came a woman with an ass, and yesternight, at eventide, she took her gear and went away." So I turned back, confounded in my wit, and every day
[after this, for many a day,] I inquired of the inhabitants [of the street] concerning her, but could light on no tidings of her. And indeed I marvelled
at the eloquence of her tongue and [the readiness of] her speech; and this is the most extraordinary of that which hath betided me.'.?OF THE ILL
EFFECTS OF PRECIPITATION..When King Kisra heard this, he redoubled in loveliking for her and affection and said to her, 'Do what thou wilt.'
So he let bring a litter and carrying her therein to his dwelling-place, married her and entreated her with the utmost honour. Then he sent a great
army to King Dadbin and fetching him and his vizier and the chamberlain, caused bring them before him, unknowing what he purposed with them.
Moreover, he caused set up for Arwa a pavilion in the courtyard of his palace and she entered therein and let down the curtain before herself. When
the servants had set their seats and they had seated themselves, Arwa raised a corner of the curtain and said, 'O Kardan, rise to thy feet, for it
befitteth not that thou sit in the like of this assembly, before this mighty King Kisra.' When the vizier heard these words, his heart quaked and his
joints were loosened and of his fear, he rose to his feet. Then said she to him, 'By the virtue of Him who hath made thee stand in this place of
standing [up to judgment], and thou abject and humiliated, I conjure thee speak the truth and say what prompted thee to lie against me and cause
me go forth from my house and from the hand of my husband and made thee practise thus against a man, (117) a true believer, and slay him. This
is no place wherein leasing availeth nor may prevarication be therein.'.I clipped her in mine arms and straight grew drunken with the scent, iii.
125..33. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Barber-Surgeon dxxxiv.When the king heard these tidings of Aamir, he sent for him and let bring him
before him; and when he entered his presence, he kissed the earth and saluted and showed forth his breeding and greeted him with the goodliest of
compliments. The king bade him raise his head and questioned him of his lord El Abbas; whereupon he acquainted him with his tidings and told
him that which had betided him with King Zuheir and of the army that was become at his commandment and of the spoil that he had gotten.
Moreover, he gave him to know that El Abbas was coming on the morrow, and with him more than fifty thousand cavaliers, obedient to his
commandment. When the king heard his speech, he bade decorate Baghdad and commanded [the inhabitants] to equip themselves with the richest
of their apparel, in honour of the coming of El Abbas. Moreover, he sent to give King El Aziz the glad tidings of his son's return and acquainted
him with that which he had heard from the prince's servant..? ? ? ? ? She gives me to drink of her cheeks and her honeyed lips And quenches the
worst of the fires that my heart devour..So he opened to me and I went out and had not gone far from the house when I met a woman, who said to
me, "Methinks a long life was fore-ordained to thee; else hadst thou not come forth of yonder house." "How so?" asked I, and she answered, "Ask
thy friend [such an one," naming thee,] "and he will acquaint thee with strange things." So, God on thee, O my friend, tell me what befell thee of
wonders and rarities, for I have told thee what befell me.' 'O my brother,' answered I, 'I am bound by a solemn oath.' And he said, 'O my friend,
break thine oath and tell me.' Quoth I, 'Indeed, I fear the issue of this.' [But he importuned me] till I told him all, whereat he marvelled. Then I went
away from him and abode a long while, [without farther news]..? ? ? ? ? f. The Lady and her Two Lovers dcccclxxxiv.It is said that the most
extraordinary of that which happened to Er Reshid was as follows: His brother El Hadi, (153) when he succeeded to the Khalifate, enquired of a
seal-ring of great price, that had belonged to his father El Mehdi, (154) and it came to his knowledge that Er Reshid had taken it. So he required it
of the latter, who refused to give it up, and El Hadi insisted upon him, but he still denied the seal-ring of the Khalifate. Now this was on the bridge
[over the Tigris], and he threw the ring into the river. When El Hadi died and Er Reshid succeeded to the Khalifate, he came in person to that
bridge, with a seal-ring of lead, which he threw into the river at the same place, and bade the divers seek it. So they did [his bidding] and brought
up the first ring, and this was reckoned [an omen] of Er Reshid's good fortune and [a presage of] the continuance of his reign. (155).Meanwhile,
Queen Kemeriyeh and her company sailed on, without ceasing, till they came under the palace wherein was Tuhfeh, to wit, that of Meimoun the
Sworder; and by the ordinance of destiny, Tuhfeh herself was then sitting on the belvedere of the palace, pondering the affair of Haroun er Reshid
and her own and that which had befallen her and weeping for that she was doomed to slaughter. She saw the ship and what was therein of those
whom we have named, and they in mortal guise, and said, 'Alas, my sorrow for yonder ship and the mortals that be therein!' As for Kemeriyeh and
her company, when they drew near the palace, they strained their eyes and seeing Tuhfeh sitting, said, 'Yonder sits Tuhfeh. May God not bereave
[us] of her!' Then they moored their ship and making for the island, that lay over against the palace, spread carpets and sat eating and drinking;
whereupon quoth Tuhfeh, 'Welcome and fair welcome to yonder faces! These are my kinswomen and I conjure thee by Allah, O Jemreh, that thou
let me down to them, so I may sit with them awhile and make friends with them and return.' Quoth Jemreh, 'I may on no wise do that.' And Tuhfeh
wept. Then the folk brought out wine and drank, what while Kemeriyeh took the lute and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? How many a bidder
unto love, a secret-craving wight, How many a swain, complaining, saith of destiny malign,.? ? ? ? ? To me your rigour love-delight, your distance
nearness is; Ay, your injustice equity, and eke your wrath consent..? ? ? ? ? b. The Controller's Story xxvii.As for the merchant, he bought him a
sheep and slaughtering it, roasted it and dressed birds and [other] meats of various kinds and colours and bought dessert and sweetmeats and fresh
fruits. Then he repaired to El Abbas and conjured him to accept of his hospitality and enter his house and eat of his victual. The prince consented to
his wishes and went with him till they came to his house, when the merchant bade him enter. So El Abbas entered and saw a goodly house, wherein
was a handsome saloon, with a vaulted estrade. When he entered the saloon, he found that the merchant had made ready food and dessert and
perfumes, such as overpass description; and indeed he had adorned the table with sweet-scented flowers and sprinkled musk and rose-water upon
the food. Moreover, he had smeared the walls of the saloon with ambergris and set [the smoke of burning] aloes-wood abroach therein..? ? ? ? ?
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Reproach me not for what I did, but be thou kind to one Who's sick of body and whose heart is wasted all away..? ? ? ? ? Endowed with amorous
grace past any else am I; Graceful of shape and lithe and pleasing to the eye..Meanwhile, Belehwan the froward addressed himself to pay court to
Caesar, King of the Greeks, (131) and seek help of him in making war upon his father, and he inclined unto him and gave him a numerous army.
His father the king heard of this and sent to Caesar, saying, 'O king of illustrious might, succour not an evil-doer. This is my son and he hath done
thus and thus and cut his brother's throat and that of his brother's son in the cradle.' But he told not the King of the Greeks that the child [had
recovered and] was alive. When Caesar heard [the truth] of the matter, it was grievous to him and he sent back to Suleiman Shah, saying, 'If it be
thy will, O king, I will cut off his head and send it to thee.' But he made answer, saying, 'I reck not of him: the reward of his deed and his crimes
shall surely overtake him, if not to-day, then to-morrow.' And from that day he continued to correspond with Caesar and to exchange letters and
presents with him..? ? ? ? ? To whom shall I complain of what is in my soul, Now thou art gone and I my pillow must forswear?.? ? ? ? ? The
curtain of delight, perforce, we've lifted through the friend, (143) For tidings of great joy, indeed, there came to us of late..Lewdness, The Pious
Woman accused of, ii. 5..I kissed his hand and thanked him, and as I was walking about, [waiting,] up came the guards and eunuchs with the
women, who were weeping and crying out and taking leave of one another. The eunuchs cried out to us, whereupon we came with the boat, and
they said to the boatman, "Who is this?" "This is my mate," answered he, "[whom I have brought,] to help me, so one of us may keep the boat,
whilst another doth your service." Then they brought out to us the women, one by one, saying, "Throw them [in] by the Island;" and we answered,
"It is well." Now each of them was shackled and they had made a jar of sand fast about her neck. We did as the eunuchs bade us and ceased not to
take the women, one after another, and cast them in, till they gave us my mistress and I winked to my comrade. So we took her and carried her out
into mid-stream, where I gave her the empty calabashes (188) and said to her, "Wait for me at the mouth of the canal." Then we cast her in, after
we had loosed the jar of sand from her neck and done off her fetters, and returned..? ? ? ? ? Thy presence honoureth us and we Confess thy
magnanimity;.Now the king had a son, a pleasant child, called the Amir Mohammed, who was comely of youth and sweet of speech; he had read in
books and studied histories and above all things in the world he loved the telling and hearing of verses and stories and anecdotes. He was dear to
his father King Jemhour, for that he had none other son than he on life, and indeed he had reared him in the lap of fondness and he was gifted with
the utterest of beauty and grace and brightness and perfection. Moreover, he had learnt to play upon the lute and upon all manner instruments of
music and he was used to [carouse and] company with friends and brethren. Now it was of his wont that, when the king rose to go to his
sleeping-chamber, he would sit in his place and seek of me that I should entertain him with stories and verses and pleasant anecdotes; and on this
wise I abode with them a great while in all cheer and delight, and the prince still loved me with an exceeding great love and entreated me with the
utmost kindness..Now the merchant and his wife had taken up their abode in a city in the land whereof their [other] son was king, and when the boy
[whom they had found] grew up, his father assigned unto him merchandise, so he might travel therewith. So he set out and entered the city wherein
his brother was king. News reached the latter that there was a merchant come thither with merchandise befitting kings. So he sent for him and the
young merchant obeyed the summons and going in to him, sat down before him. Neither of them knew the other; but blood stirred between them
and the king said to the young merchant, 'I desire of thee that thou abide with me and I will exalt thy station and give thee all that thou desirest and
cravest.' So he abode with him awhile, quitting him not; and when he saw that he would not suffer him to depart from him, he sent to his father and
mother and bade them remove thither to him. So they addressed them to remove to that island, and their son increased still in honour with the king,
albeit he knew not that he was his brother..? ? ? ? ? The pains of long desire have wasted me away; Estrangement and disdain my body sore have
tried..? ? ? ? ? The hands of noble folk do tend me publicly; With waters clear and sweet my thirsting tongue they ply..Sixteen Officers of Police,
El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the, ii. 117..? ? ? ? ? And when I long to look upon thy face, My life is perished with desire
straightway..Omar ben Abdulaziz and the Poets, The Khalif, i. 45..? ? ? ? ? d. The Eldest Lady's Story lxiii.? ? ? ? ? I'll say. If for my loved ones'
loss I rent my heart for dole,
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