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?THE KING'S SON WHO FELL IN LOVE WITH THE PICTURE..? ? ? ? ? o. The Fifteenth Officer's Story dccccxl.Damascus (Noureddin Ali of)

and Sitt el Milah, iii. 3..? ? ? ? ? The fire of love-longing I hide; severance consumeth me, A thrall of care, for long desire to wakefulness a

prey..How long, O Fate, wilt thou oppress and baffle me? ii. 69..Accordingly, they all went in to the king one day (and Abou Temam was present

among them,) and mentioned the affair of the damsel, the king's daughter of the Turks, and enlarged upon her charms, till the king's heart was taken

with her and he said to them, 'We will send one to demand her in marriage for us; but who shall be our messenger?' Quoth the viziers, 'There is

none for this business but Abou Temam, by reason of his wit and good breeding;' and the king said, 'Indeed, even as ye say, none is fitting for this

affair but he.' Then he turned to Abou Temam and said to him, 'Wilt thou not go with my message and seek me [in marriage] the king's daughter of

the Turks?' and he answered, 'Hearkening and obedience, O king.'.? ? ? ? ? How many a king to me hath come, of troops and guards ensued, And

Bactrian camels brought with him, in many a laden line,.? ? ? ? ? O thou with love of whom I'm smitten, yet content, I prithee come to me and

hasten to my side..? ? ? ? ? So, by Allah, O richest of all men in charms, Vouchsafe to a lover, who's bankrupt well-nigh.On the morrow, the

Commander of the Faithful sat [in his hall of audience] and his Vizier Jaafer ben Yehya the Barmecide came in to him; whereupon he called to

him, saying, "I would have thee bring me a youth who is lately come to Baghdad, hight [Sidi Noureddin Ali] the Damascene." Quoth Jaafer,

"Hearkening and obedience," and going forth in quest of the youth, sent to the markets and khans and caravanserais three days' space, but found no

trace of him, neither lit upon tidings of him. So on the fourth day he presented himself before the Khalif and said to him, "O our lord, I have sought

him these three days, but have not found him." Quoth Er Reshid, "Make ready letters to Damascus. Belike he hath returned to his own land." So

Jaafer wrote a letter and despatched it by a dromedary-courier to the city of Damascus; and they sought him there and found him not..28. Ibrahim

ben el Mehdi and the Barber-surgeon cclxxiii.One day the Commander of the Faithful bade bring him to the presence; so his slave-girl changed his

raiment and clothing him in sumptuous apparel, mounted him on the mule. Then he rode to the palace and presenting himself before the Khalif,

saluted him with the goodliest of salutations and bespoke him with eloquent and deep-thoughted speech. When Er Reshid saw him, he marvelled at

the goodliness of his favour and his eloquence and the readiness of his speech and enquiring of him, was told that he was Sitt el Milah's lord;

whereupon quoth he, "Indeed, she is excusable in her love for him, and if we had put her to death unrighteously, as we were minded to do, her

blood would have been upon our heads." Then he turned to the young man and entering into discourse with him, found him well bred, intelligent,

quick of wit and apprehension, generous, pleasant, elegant, erudite. So he loved him with an exceeding love and questioned him of his native city

and of his father and of the manner of his journey to Baghdad. Noureddin acquainted him with that which he would know in the goodliest of words

and with the concisest of expressions; and the Khalif said to him, "And where hast thou been absent all this while? Indeed, we sent after thee to

Damascus and Mosul and other the towns, but lit on no tidings of thee." "O my lord," answered the young man, "there betided thy slave in thy city

that which never yet betided any." And he acquainted him with his case from first to last and told him that which had befallen him of evil [from El

Muradi and his crew]..As for the youth, he gave his governor a thousand dirhems and despatched him to his father, to fetch money from him, so he

might pay the rest of the girl's price, saying to him, 'Be not [long] absent.' But the governor said in himself, 'How shall I go to his father and say to

him, "Thy son hath wasted thy money and wantoned it away"? (180) With what eye shall I look on him, and indeed, I am he in whom he confided

and to whom he hath entrusted his son? Indeed, this were ill seen. Nay, I will fare on to the pilgrimage (181) [with the caravan of pilgrims], in

despite of this fool of a youth; and when he is weary [of waiting], he will demand back the money [he hath already paid] and return to his father,

and I shall be quit of travail and reproach.' So he went on with the caravan to the pilgrimage (182) and took up his abode there..? ? ? ? ? n. The

Fourteenth Officer's Story dccccxxxix.? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dlxiii.? ? ? ? ? Indeed, thou'st told the tale of kings and

men of might, Each one a lion fierce, impetuous in the fight,.51. The Woman whose Hands were cut off for Almsgiving cccxlviii.? ? ? ? ? One of

the host am I of lovers sad and sere For waiting long drawn out and expectation drear..48. The Thief and the Money-Changer ccxliv.?Story of King

Bihkerd..113. The Angel of Death with the Proud King and the Devout Man cccclxii.When Selim found himself in that sorry plight and considered

that wherewith he was afflicted of tribulation and the contrariness of his fortune, in that he had been a king and was now returned to shackles and

prison and hunger, he wept and groaned and lamented and recited the following verses:.Man and his Fair Wife, The Foul-favoured, ii. 61..? ? ? ? ?

But deemed yourself secure from every changing chance Nor recked the ebb and flow of Fortune's treacherous tide..? ? ? ? ? l. The Wife's Device

to Cheat her Husband dlxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? I wander seeking East and West for you, and every time Unto a camp I come, I'm told, "They've fared away

again.".? ? ? ? ? Well-ground my polished sword is and thin and keen of edge And trenchant, eke, for smiting and long my steel-barbed

spear..When the night came, the king sat in his privy chamber and sending after the vizier, sought of him the promised story; and he said, "Know,

O august king, that.? ? ? ? ? As if the maid the day resplendent and her locks The night that o'er it spreads its shrouding darkness were..So El Aziz

sent after his son and acquainted him with that which had passed; whereupon El Abbas called for four-and-twenty males and half a score horses

[and as many camels] and loaded the mules with pieces of silk and rags of leather and boxes of camphor and musk and the camels [and horses]

with chests of gold and silver. Moreover, he took the richest of the stuffs and wrapping them in pieces of gold-striped silk, laid them on the heads

of porters, and they fared on with the treasures till they reached the King of Baghdad's palace, whereupon all who were present dismounted in
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honour of El Abbas and escorting him to the presence of King Ins ben Cais, displayed unto the latter all that they had with them of things of price.

The king bade carry all this into the harem and sent for the Cadis and the witnesses, who drew up the contract and married Mariyeh to Prince El

Abbas, whereupon the latter commanded to [slaughter] a thousand head of sheep and five hundred buffaloes. So they made the bride-feast and bade

thereto all the tribes of the Arabs, Bedouins and townsfolk, and the tables abode spread for the space of ten days..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Old Man's

Story iv.76. The Khalif El Hakim and the Merchant ccclxxxix.? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Officer's Story dccccxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? But, when from home it

fares, forthright all glory it attains And 'twixt the eyelid and the eye incontinent 'tis dight..Ass, the Sharpers, the Money-Changer and the, ii.

41..When she had made an end of her song, Sherareh was moved to exceeding delight and drinking off her cup, said to her, 'Well done, O gift of

hearts!' Then she ordered her an hundred dresses of brocade and an hundred thousand dinars and passed the cup to Queen Wekhimeh. Now she had

in her hand somewhat of blood-red anemone; so she took the cup from her sister and turning to Tuhfeh, said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to me on this.'

Quoth she, 'I hear and obey,' and improvised the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? h. The Old Woman, the Merchant and the King dcccxcvi.When came

the night, the king summoned his vizier and bade him tell the story of the king who lost kingdom and wife and wealth. "Hearkening and

obedience," replied Er Rehwan. "Know, O king, that.Then they attired Dinarzad in a dress of blue brocade and she became as she were the full

moon, whenas it shineth forth. So they displayed her in this, for the first dress, before King Shahzeman, who rejoiced in her and well-nigh took

leave of his wits for longing and amorous desire; yea, he was distraught with love for her, whenas he saw her, for, indeed, she was as saith of her

one of her describers in the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Ox and the Ass.Tenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 172.? ? ? ? ? a. The King and his

Vizier's Wife dlxxviii.? ? ? ? ? Nay, though ye read therein discourse that sure should speak To heart and soul, no word thereunto ye replied,.When

she had made an end of her verses, Er Reshid said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, thine absence was extraordinary, but thy presence (251) is yet more

extraordinary.' 'By Allah, O my lord,' answered she, 'thou sayst sooth.' And she took his hand and said to him, 'See what I have brought with me.'

So he looked and saw riches such as neither words could describe nor registers avail to set out, pearls and jewels and jacinths and precious stones

and great pearls and magnificent dresses of honour, adorned with pearls and jewels and embroidered with red gold. Moreover, she showed him that

which Queen Es Shuhba had bestowed on her of those carpets, which she had brought with her, and that her throne, the like whereof neither

Chosroes nor Cassar possessed, and those tables inlaid with pearls and jewels and those vessels, that amazed all who looked on them, and the

crown, that was on the head of the circumcised boy, and those dresses of honour, which Queen Es Shuhba and the Sheikh Aboultawaif had put off

upon her, and the trays wherein were those riches; brief, she showed him treasures the like whereof he had never in his life set eyes on and which

the tongue availeth not to describe and whereat all who looked thereon were amazed..[So he fared on towards them] and when he drew near unto

them, he knew them and they knew him; whereupon they lighted down from their horses and saluting him, gave him joy of his safety and the folk

flocked to him. When he came to his father, they embraced and greeted each other a long time, whilst neither of them availed unto speech, for the

greatness of that which betided them of joy in reunion. Then El Abbas bade the folk mount; so they mounted and his mamelukes surrounded him

and they entered Baghdad on the most magnificent wise and in the highest worship and glory..Then will he say to thee, 'Then thou art an ape-leader

of the tribe of the mountebanks?' And do thou reply, 'I may in nowise deny my origin, for the sake of thy daughter and in her honour.' The Cadi will

say, 'It may not be that thou shalt be given the daughter of a sheikh who sitteth upon the carpet of the Law and whose descent is traceable by

genealogy to the loins of the Apostle of God, (267) nor is it seemly that his daughter be in the power of a man who is an ape-dancer, a minstrel.'

And do thou rejoin, 'Nay, O Effendi, she is my lawful wife and every hair of her is worth a thousand lives, and I will not let her go, though I be

given the kingship of the world.' Then be thou persuaded to speak the word of divorce and so shall the marriage be dissolved and ye be delivered

from each other.".After this the king sat, with his son by his side and the viziers sitting before him, and summoned his chief officers and the folk of

the city. Then the prince turned to the viziers and said to them, "See, O wicked viziers, that which God hath done and the speedy [coming of]

relief." But they answered not a word and the king said, "It sufficeth me that there is nothing alive but rejoiceth with me this day, even to the birds

in the sky, but ye, your breasts are straitened. Indeed, this is the greatest of ill-will in you to me, and had I hearkened to you, my regret had been

prolonged and I had died miserably of grief." "O my father," quoth the prince, "but for the fairness of thy thought and thy judgment and thy

longanimity and deliberation in affairs, there had not bedded thee this great joyance. Hadst thou slain me in haste, repentance would have been sore

on thee and long grief, and on this wise doth he who ensueth haste repent.".? ? ? ? ? My heart with yearning is ever torn and tortured without cease,

Nor can my lids lay hold on sleep, that Sees from them away..? ? ? ? ? Whenas the folk assemble for birling at the wine, Whether in morning's

splendour or when night's shades descend..Then said he to Aboulhusn, "Praised be God who hath done away from thee that which irked thee and

that I see thee in weal!" And Aboulhusn said, "Never again will I take thee to boon-companion or sitting-mate; for the byword saith, 'Whoso

stumbleth on a stone and returneth thereto, blame and reproach be upon him.' And thou, O my brother, nevermore will I entertain thee nor use

companionship with thee, for that I have not found thy commerce propitious to me." (32) But the Khalif blandished him and conjured him,

redoubling words upon him with "Verily, I am thy guest; reject not the guest," till Aboulhusn took him and [carrying him home], brought him into

the saloon and set food before him and friendly entreated him in speech. Then he told him all that had befallen him, whilst the Khalif was like to

die of hidden laughter; after which Aboulhusn removed the tray of food and bringing the wine-tray, filled a cup and emptied it out three times, then

gave it to the Khalif, saying, "O boon-companion mine, I am thy slave and let not that which I am about to say irk thee, and be thou not vexed,
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neither do thou vex me." And he recited these verses:.? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.? ? ? ? ? a. The Unlucky Merchant

ccccxl.? ? ? ? ? I'll lay Upon their threshold's dust my cheeks and to my soul,.King Azadbekht and his Son, History of, i. 61..? ? ? ? ? The railers for

your loss pretend that I should patient be: 'Away!' I answer them: ' 'tis I, not you, that feel the pain.'.Lo, since the day I left you, O my masters, iii.

24..O amir of justice, be kind to thy subjects, iii. 24..? ? ? ? ? Of beryl, all glowing with beauty, wherein Thick stars of pure silver shine forth to the

eye..? ? ? ? ? v. The Sharpers with the Money-Changer and the Ass dccccxiv.? ? ? ? ? The nobles' hands, for that my place I must forsake, Do

solace me with beds, whereon at ease I lie..? ? ? ? ? Nor troops have I nor henchmen nor one to lend me aid Save God, to whom, my Maker, my

voice in praise I rear..? ? ? ? ? Behold, I am clad in a robe of leaves green And a garment of honour of ultramarine..? ? ? ? ? Some with religion

themselves concern and make it their business all; Sitting, (53) they weep for the pains of hell and still for mercy bawl!.Things, The King who

knew the Quintessence of, i. 239.72. Haroun er Reshid and the three Girls ccclxxxvii.Son and his Governor, Story of the Man of Khorassan, his, i.

218.Then I took the present and a token of service from myself to the Khalif and [presenting myself before him], kissed his hands and laid the

whole before him, together with the King of Hind's letter. He read the letter and taking the present, rejoiced therein with an exceeding joy and

entreated me with the utmost honour. Then said he to me, 'O Sindbad, is this king, indeed, such as he avoucheth in this letter?' I kissed the earth and

answered, saying, 'O my lord, I myself have seen the greatness of his kingship to be manifold that which he avoucheth in his letter. On the day of

his audience, (212) there is set up for him a throne on the back of a huge elephant, eleven cubits high, whereon he sitteth and with him are his

officers and pages and session-mates, standing in two ranks on his right hand and on his left. At his head standeth a man, having in his hand a

golden javelin, and behind him another, bearing a mace of the same metal, tipped with an emerald, a span long and an inch thick. When he

mounteth, a thousand riders take horse with him, arrayed in gold and silk; and whenas he rideth forth, he who is before him proclaimeth and saith,

"This is the king, mighty of estate and high of dominion!" And he proceedeth to praise him on this wise and endeth by saying, "This is the king,

lord of the crown the like whereof nor Solomon (213) nor Mihraj (214) possessed!" Then is he silent, whilst he who is behind the king proclaimeth

and saith, "He shall die! He shall die! And again I say, he shall die!" And the other rejoineth, saying, "Extolled be the perfection of the Living One

who dieth not!" And by reason of his justice and judgment (215) and understanding, there is no Cadi in his [capital] city; but all the people of his

realm distinguish truth from falsehood and know [and practise] truth and right for themselves.'.? ? ? ? ? n. The Man and his Wilful Wife

dcxxviii.Druggist, The Singer and the, i. 229..A thief of the thieves of the Arabs went [one night] to a certain man's house, to steal from a heap of

wheat there, and the people of the house surprised him. Now on the heap was a great copper measure, and the thief buried himself in the corn and

covered his head with the measure, so that the folk found him not and went away; but, as they were going, behold, there came a great crack of wind

forth of the corn. So they went up to the measure and [raising it], discovered the thief and laid hands on him. Quoth he, "I have eased you of the

trouble of seeking me: for I purposed, [in letting wind], to direct you to my [hiding-]place; wherefore do ye ease me and have compassion on me,

so may God have compassion on you!" So they let him go and harmed him not..73. The Miller and his Wife ccclxxxvii.Therewithal Noureddin's

life was troubled; so he arose and donned his clothes, and his host said, "Whither away this night, O my lord?" Quoth Noureddin, "I mean to go to

my lodging, and to-morrow I will betake myself to the palace of the Commander of the Faithful and demand my slave-girl." "Sleep till the

morning," said the other, "and go not forth at the like of this hour." But he answered, "Needs must I go;" and the host said to him, "[Go] in the

safeguard of God." So Noureddin went forth, and drunkenness had got the mastery of him, wherefore he threw himself down on [a bench before

one of] the shops. Now the watch were at that hour making their round and they smelt the sweet scent [of essences] and wine that exhaled from

him; so they made for it and found the youth lying on the bench, without sense or motion. They poured water upon him, and he awoke, whereupon

they carried him to the house of the Chief of the Police and he questioned him of his affair. "O my lord," answered Noureddin, "I am a stranger in

this town and have been with one of my friends. So I came forth from his house and drunkenness overcame me.".5. Noureddin Ali of Cairo and his

Son Bedreddin Hassan lxxii.? ? ? ? ? For if "Her grave above her is levelled" it be said, Of life and its continuance no jot indeed reck I..Then he

braced up his courage and gathering his skirts about him, threw himself into the water, and it bore him along with an exceeding might and carrying

him under the earth, stayed not till it brought him out into a deep valley, wherethrough ran a great river, that welled up from under the earth. When

he found himself on the surface of the earth, he abode perplexed and dazed all that day; after which he came to himself and rising, fared on along

the valley, till he came to an inhabited land and a great village in the dominions of the king his father. So he entered the village and foregathered

with its inhabitants, who questioned him of his case; whereupon he related to them his history and they marvelled at him, how God had delivered

him from all this. Then he took up his abode with them and they loved him exceedingly..Two Kings and the Vizier's Daughters, The, iii. 145.148.

The Lovers of Medina dcxcvi.? ? ? ? ? Wherefore, O stranger, dare thou not approach me with desire, Lest ruin quick and pitiless thy hardihood

requite..Ten Viziers, The, i. 61.Next morning, up came the Cadi, with his face like the ox-eye, (104) and said, "In the name of God, where is my

debtor and where is my money?" Then he wept and cried out and said to the prefect, "Where is that ill-omened fellow, who aboundeth in thievery

and villainy?" Therewith the prefect turned to me and said, "Why dost thou not answer the Cadi?" And I replied, "O Amir, the two heads (105) are

not equal, and I, I have no helper but God; but, if the right be on my side, it will appear." At this the Cadi cried out and said, "Out on thee, O

ill-omened fellow! How wilt thou make out that the right is on thy side?" "O our lord the Cadi," answered I, "I deposited with thee a trust, to wit, a

woman whom we found at thy door, and on her raiment and trinkets of price. Now she is gone, even as yesterday is gone; and after this thou turnest
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upon us and makest claim upon me for six thousand dinars. By Allah, this is none other than gross unright, and assuredly some losel of thy

household hath transgressed against her!".Quoth Ishac, 'Indeed, this was of thy fair fortune. By Allah, I know not that which thou knowest in this

craft!' Then he arose and going to a chest, brought out therefrom striped clothes of great price, netted with jewels and great pearls, and said to her,

'In the name of God, don these, O my lady Tuhfeh.' So she arose and donned those clothes and veiled herself and went up [with Ishac] to the palace

of the Khalifate, where he made her stand without, whilst he himself went in to the Commander of the Faithful (with whom was Jaafer the

Barmecide) and kissing the earth before him, said to him, 'O Commander of the Faithful, I have brought thee a damsel, never saw eyes her like for

excellence in singing and touching the lute; and her name is Tuhfeh." (186) 'And where,' asked Er Reshed, 'is this Tuhfeh, who hath not her like in

the world?' Quoth Ishac, 'Yonder she stands, O Commander of the Faithful;' and he acquainted the Khalif with her case from first to last. Then said

Er Reshid, 'It is a marvel to hear thee praise a slave-girl after this fashion. Admit her, so we may see her, for that the morning may not be

hidden.'.They ate and drank and sported and made merry awhile of the day; and as they were thus engaged, up came the master of the house, with

his friends, whom he had brought with him, that they might carouse together, as of wont. He saw the door opened and knocked lightly, saying to

his friends, 'Have patience with me, for some of my family are come to visit me; wherefore excuse belongeth [first] to God the Most High, and then

to you.' (263) So they took leave of him and went their ways, whilst he gave another light knock at the door. When the young man heard this, he

changed colour and the woman said to him, 'Methinks thy servant hath returned.' 'Yes,' answered he; and she arose and opening the door to the

master of the house, said to him, 'Where hast thou been? Indeed, thy master is wroth with thee.' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'I have but been about his

occasions.'.? ? ? ? ? h. Ilan Shah and Abou Temam cccclxvi.? ? ? ? ? Lovely with longing for its love's embrace, The fear of his estrangement

makes it lean..? ? ? ? ? r. The Man who saw the Night of Power dxcvi.Sindbad the Sailor, The Seventh Voyage of, iii. 224..So they dragged him

away, what while he wept and spoke the words which whoso saith shall nowise be confounded, to wit, "There is no power and no virtue save in

God the Most High, the Sublime!" When they came to the Tigris, one of them drew the sword upon him and El Muradi said to the swordbearer,

"Smite off his head." But one of them, Ahmed by name, said, "O folk, deal gently with this poor wretch and slay him not unjustly and wickedly, for

I stand in fear of God the Most High, lest He burn me with his fire." Quoth El Muradi, "A truce to this talk!" And Ahmed said, "If ye do with him

aught, I will acquaint the Commander of the Faithful." "How, then, shall we do with him?" asked they; and he answered, "Let us deposit him in

prison and I will be answerable to you for his provision; so shall we be quit of his blood, for indeed he is wrongfully used." So they took him up

and casting him into the Prison of Blood, (13)went away..Rail not at the vicissitudes of Fate, ii. 219..Merchant, The Unlucky, i. 73.."Except,"

continued the Khalif, "he were the enemy of God, he had wished for her in this world, so he might after [repent and] return to righteous dealing. By

Allah, he shall not come in to me! Who is at the door other than he?" Quoth Adi, "Jemil ben Mamer el Udhri (51) is at the door;" and Omar said, "It

is he who says in one of his odes" ... [And he recited the following:].The folk flocked about them, to divert themselves with watching the play, and

they called the bystanders to witness of the wager and fell a-playing. El Abbas forbore the merchant, so he might lead him on, and procrastinated

with him awhile; and the merchant won and took of him the hundred dinars. Then said the prince, "Wilt thou play another game?" And the other

answered, "O youth, I will not play again, except it be for a thousand dinars." Quoth the prince, "Whatsoever thou stakest, I will match thy stake

with the like thereof." So the merchant brought out a thousand dinars and the prince covered them with other thousand. Then they fell a-playing,

but El Abbas was not long with him ere he beat him in the square of the elephant, (77) nor did he leave to do thus till he had beaten him four times

and won of him four thousand dinars..? ? ? ? ? None, by Allah, 'mongst all creatures, none I love save thee alone! Yea, for I am grown thy

bondman, by the troth betwixt us plight..? ? ? ? ? Or if to me "I'm absent" thou sayest, "'Tis a lie," My heart replies, bewildered 'twixt doubt and

certainty..When the evening evened, the king summoned the vizier and required of him the hearing of the [promised] story. So he said,

"Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king, that.There was once a king of the kings, who had a high palace, overlooking a prison of his, and he

used to hear in the night one saying, 'O Ever-present Deliverer, O Thou whose relief is nigh, relieve Thou me!' One day the king waxed wroth and

said, "Yonder fool looketh for relief from [the consequences of] his crime. 'Then said he to his officers, 'Who is in yonder prison?' And they

answered, 'Folk upon whom blood hath been found.' (139) So the king bade bring the man in question before him and said to him, 'O fool, little of

wit, how shall thou be delivered from this prison, seeing that thine offence is great?' Then he committed him to a company of his guards and said to

them, 'Take this fellow and crucify him without the city.'.Then the prince's mother bade fetch the five slave-girls to that assembly; whereupon they

came and the ten damsels foregathered. The queen seated five of them on her son's right hand and other five on his left and the folk assembled

about them. Then she bade the five who had remained with her speak forth somewhat of verse, so they might entertain therewith the assembly and

that El Abbas might rejoice therein. Now she had clad them in the richest of raiment and adorned them with trinkets and ornaments and wroughten

work of gold and silver and collars of gold, set with pearls and jewels. So they came forward, with harps and lutes and psalteries and recorders and

other instruments of music before them, and one of them, a damsel who came from the land of China and whose name was Baoutheh, advanced and

tightened the strings of her lute. Then she cried out from the top of her head (127) and improvising, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of

the Chief of the New Cairo Police cccxliii.Quoth Shefikeh, "My mistress hath occasion for thee; so come thou with me and I will engage to restore

thee to thy dwelling in weal and safety." But the nurse answered, saying, "Indeed, her palace is become forbidden (103) to me and never again will

I enter therein, for that God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) of His favour and bounty hath rendered me independent of her." So
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Shefikeh returned to her mistress and acquainted her with the nurse's words and that wherein she was of affluence; whereupon Mariyeh confessed

the unseemliness of her dealing with her and repented, whenas repentance profited her not; and she abode in that her case days and nights, whilst

the fire of longing flamed in her heart..124. The Saint to whom God gave a Cloud to serve him and the Devout King cccclxxiii.Mariyeh folded the

letter and gave it to Shefikeh, bidding her carry it to El Abbas. So she took it and going with it to his door, would have entered; but the

chamberlains and serving-men forbade her, till they had gotten her leave from the prince. When she went in to him, she found him sitting in the

midst of the five damsels aforesaid, whom his father had brought him. So she gave him the letter and he took it and read it. Then he bade one of the

damsels, whose name was Khefifeh and who came from the land of China, tune her lute and sing upon the subject of separation. So she came

forward and tuning the lute, played thereon in four-and-twenty modes; after which she returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.20.
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