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Now there accosted him once, on his day of ill-omen, an Arab of the Benou Tai, (170) and En Numan would have put him to death; but the Arab

said, "God quicken the king! I have two little girls and have made none guardian over them; so, if the king see fit to grant me leave to go to them, I

will give him the covenant of God (171) that I will return to him, whenas I have appointed them a guardian." En Numan had compassion on him

and said to him, "If a man will be surety for thee of those who are with us, [I will let thee go], and if thou return not, I will put him to death." Now

there was with En Numan his vizier Sherik ben Amrou; so the Tai (172) looked at him and said,.? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Voyage of Sindbad the

Sailor.51. The Thief and the Money-changer dcv.Now the folk used to go in to her and salute her and crave her prayers; and it was her wont to pray

for none till he had confessed to her his sins, when she would seek pardon for him and pray for him that he might be healed, and he was

straightway made whole of sickness, by permission of God the Most High. [So, when the four sick men were brought in to her,] she knew them

forthright, though they knew her not, and said to them, ' Let each of you confess his sins, so I may crave pardon for him and pray for him.' And the

brother said, 'As for me, I required my brother's wife of herself and she refused; whereupon despite and folly (7) prompted me and I lied against her

and accused her to the townsfolk of adultery; so they stoned her and slew her unjustly and unrighteously; and this is the issue of unright and

falsehood and of the slaying of the [innocent] soul, whose slaughter God hath forbidden.'.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Eunuch Sewab (228)

cccxxxiv.Quoth I (and mine a body is of passion all forslain), iii. 81..? ? ? ? ? Forbear thy verse-making, O thou that harbourest in the camp, Lest to

the gleemen thou become a name of wonderment..?THE NINTH OFFICER'S STORY..75. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Haroun er Reshld and

Zubeideh ccclxxxviii.When the king heard this, he said, "Restore him to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair; for that

deliberation in affairs is advisable and the slaughter of this [youth] shall not escape [us].".? ? ? ? ? Ah, then will I begin on you with chiding than

the breeze More soft, ay pleasanter than clear cold water and more sweet..When the cook heard this, he said in himself, 'It will do me no hurt if I

imprison him and shackle him and bring him what he may work at. If he tell truth, I will let him live, and if he prove a liar, I will slay him.' So he

took a pair of stout shackles and clapping them on Selim's legs, imprisoned him within his house and set over him one who should guard him. Then

he questioned him of what tools he needed to work withal. Selim set forth to him that which he required, and the cook went out from him and

presently returning, brought him all he needed. So Selim sat and wrought at his craft; and he used every day to earn two dinars; and this was his

wont and usance with the cook, whilst the latter fed him not but half his fill..So, when the night darkened, we sallied forth to make our round,

attended by men with sharp swords, and went round about the streets and compassed the city, till we came to the by-street where was the woman,

and it was the middle of the night Here we smelt rich scents and heard the clink of earrings; so I said to my comrades, "Methinks I spy an

apparition," And the captain of the watch said, "See what it is." So I came forward and entering the lane, came presently out again and said, "I have

found a fair woman and she tells me that she is from the Citadel and that the night surprised her and she espied this street and seeing its cleanness

and the goodliness of its ordinance, knew that it appertained to a man of rank and that needs must there be in it a guardian to keep watch over it,

wherefore she took shelter therein." Quoth the captain of the watch to me, "Take her and carry her to thy house." But I answered, "I seek refuge

with Allah! (93) My house is no place of deposit (94) and on this woman are trinkets and apparel [of price]. By Allah, we will not deposit her save

with Amin el Hukrn, in whose street she hath been since the first of the darkness; wherefore do thou leave her with him till the break of day." And

he said, "As thou wilt." Accordingly, I knocked at the Cadi's door and out came a black slave of his slaves, to whom said I, "O my lord, take this

woman and let her be with you till break of day, for that the lieutenant of the Amir Ilmeddin hath found her standing at the door of your house, with

trinkets and apparel [of price] on her, and we feared lest her responsibility be upon you; (95) wherefore it is most fit that she pass the night with

you." So the slave opened and took her in with him..Relief, Story of the Prisoner and how God gave him, i. 174..Then she took leave of the princess

and veiling her face, disguised herself; (30) after which she mounted the mule and sallying forth, went round about seeking her lord in the

thoroughfares of Baghdad three days' space, but lit on no tidings of him; and on the fourth day, she rode forth without the city. Now it was the

noontide hour and great was the heat, and she was aweary and thirst waxed upon her. Presently, she came to the mosque, wherein the young

Damascene had taken shelter, and lighting down at the door, said to the old man, [the Muezzin], "O elder, hast thou a draught of cold water?

Indeed, I am overcome with heat and thirst." Quoth he, "[Come up] with me into my house." So he carried her up into his lodging and spreading

her [a carpet and cushions], seated her [thereon]; after which he brought her cold water and she drank and said to the eunuch, "Go thy ways with

the mule and on the morrow come back to me here." [So he went away] and she slept and rested herself..? ? ? ? ? o. The King's Son and the

Merchant's Wife dxci.Presently, El Abbas looked out of the window of the saloon and saw thereby a house of goodly ordinance, lofty of building

and abounding in chambers, with two upper stories; but therein was no sign of inhabitants. So he said to the merchant, "Indeed, thou exceedest in

doing us honour; but, by Allah, I will not eat of thy victual till thou tell me what is the reason of the emptiness of yonder house." "O my lord,"

answered the other, "that was El Ghitrif's house and he was admitted to the mercy of God (79) and left none other heir than myself; so it became

mine, and by Allah, if thou hast a mind to sojourn in Baghdad, do thou take up thine abode in this house, so thou mayst be in my neighbourhood;

for that indeed my heart inclineth unto thee with love and I would have thee never absent from my sight, so I may still have my fill of thee and

hearken to thy speech." El Abbas thanked him and said to him, "Indeed, thou art friendly in thy speech and exceedest [in courtesy] in thy discourse,
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and needs must I sojourn in Baghdad. As for the house, if it like thee, I will abide therein; so take of me its price.".Therewithal Sindbad the Sailor

bestowed largesse upon him and made him his boon-companion, and he abode, leaving him not night or day, to the last of their lives. Praise be to

God the Glorious, the Omnipotent, the Strong, the Exalted of estate, Creator of heaven and earth and land and sea, to whom belongeth

glorification! Amen. Amen. Praise be to God, the Lord of the Worlds! Amen..Now this was at the beginning of the month, and when it was the end

thereof, Aboulhusn longed to drink wine and returning to his former usance, furnished his saloon and made ready food and let bring wine; then,

going forth to the bridge, he sat there, expecting one whom he should carouse withal, as of his wont. As he sat thus, behold, up came the Khalif

[and Mesrour] to him; but Aboulhusn saluted them not and said to them, "No welcome and no greeting to the perverters! (31) Ye are no other than

devils." However, the Khalif accosted him and said to him, "O my brother, did I not say to thee that I would return to thee?" Quoth Aboulhusn, "I

have no need of thee; and as the byword says in verse:.On this wise he abode a space of days, after which he made himself at home in the land and

took to himself comrades and got him friends galore, with whom he addressed himself to diversion and good cheer. Moreover, he went

a-pleasuring with his friends and their hearts were solaced [by his company] and he entertained them with stories and civilities (161) and diverted

them with pleasant verses and told them abundance of histories and anecdotes. Presently, the report of him reached King Jemhour, lord of Cashghar

of Hind, and great was his desire [for his company]. So he went in quest of him and Abdallah repaired to his court and going in to him, kissed the

earth before him. Jemhour welcomed him and entreated him with kindness and bade commit him to the guest-house, where he abode three days, at

the end of which time the king sent [to him] a chamberlain of his chamberlains and let bring him to his presence. When he came before him, he

greeted him [with the usual compliment], and the interpreter accosted him, saying, "King Jemhour hath heard of thy report, that thou art a goodly

boon-companion and an eloquent story-teller, and he would have thee company with him by night and entertain him with that which thou knowest

of anecdotes and pleasant stories and verses." And he made answer with "Hearkening and obedience.".THE MERCHANT OF CAIRO AND THE

FAVOURITE OF THE KHALIF EL MAMOUN EL HAKIM BI AMRILLAH. (180).When she had made an end of her song, she threw the lute

from her hand and wept till she swooned away. So they sprinkled on her rose-water, mingled with musk, and willow-flower water; and when she

came to herself, Er Reshid said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, this is not fair dealing in thee. We love thee and thou lovest another." "O Commander of

the Faithful," answered she, "there is no help for it." Therewithal he was wroth with her and said, "By the virtue of Hemzeh (19) and Akil (20) and

Mohammed, Prince of the Apostles, if thou name one other than I in my presence, I will bid strike off thy head!" Then he bade return her to her

chamber, whilst she wept and recited the following verses:.106. The Man's Dispute with the Learned Woman of the relative Excellence of the

Sexes ccccxix.Calcutta (1814-18) Text..84. Dibil el Khuzai with the Lady and Muslim ben el Welid dclxx.It is said that En Numan (169) had two

boon-companions, one of whom was called Ibn Saad and the other Amrou ben el Melik, and he became one night drunken and bade bury them

alive; so they buried them. When he arose on the morrow, he enquired for them and was acquainted with their case, whereupon he built over them a

monument and appointed to himself a day of ill-luck and a day of good-luck. If any met him on his day of ill-omen, he slew him and with his blood

he washed the monument aforesaid, the which is a place well known in Cufa; and if any met him on his day of grace, he enriched him..Then he

took my clothes and washed them and dried them, and put them on me; after which he said to me, "Get thee gone to thy house." So I returned to my

house and he accompanied me, till I came thither, when he said to me, "May God not forsake thee! I am thy friend [such an one, who used to take

of thee goods on credit,] and I am beholden to thee for kindness; but henceforward thou wilt never see me more."'.? ? ? ? ? Would we may live

together and when we come to die, God grant the death-sleep bring me within her tomb to lie!.Meanwhile, the wind carried the two children [out to

sea and thence driving them] towards the land, cast them up on the sea-shore. As for one of them, a company of the guards of the king of those

parts found him and carried him to their master, who marvelled at him with an exceeding wonderment and adopted him to his son, giving out to the

folk that he was his [very] son, whom he had hidden, (106) of his love for him. So the folk rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy, for the king's

sake, and the latter appointed him his heir-apparent and the inheritor of his kingdom. On this wise, a number of years passed, till the king died and

they crowned the youth king in his room. So he sat down on the throne of his kingship and his estate flourished and his affairs

prospered..Uselessness of Endeavour against Persistent Ill Fortune, Of the, i. 70.Presently, her brothers returned, whereupon the old man

acquainted them with the whole case and said to them, "O my sons, know that your sister purposed not aught but good, and if ye slay this man, ye

will earn abiding reproach and ye will wrong him, ay, and wrong yourselves and your sister, to boot; for indeed there appeareth no cause [of

offence] such as calleth for slaughter, and it may not be denied that this incident is a thing the like whereof may well betide and that he may well

have been baffled by the like of this chance." Then he turned to me and questioned me of my lineage; so I set forth to him my genealogy and he

said, "A man of equal rank, honourable [and] understanding." And he offered me [his daughter in] marriage. I consented to him of this and

marrying her, took up my abode with him and God the Most High hath opened on me the gates of weal and fortune, so that I am become the most

abounding in substance of the folk of the tribe; and He hath stablished me in that which He hath given me of His bounties.'.109. Abdallah the

Fisherman and Abdallah the Merman dccclxxvii.STORY OF THE PIOUS WOMAN ACCUSED OF LEWDNESS..Then I took the present and a

token of service from myself to the Khalif and [presenting myself before him], kissed his hands and laid the whole before him, together with the

King of Hind's letter. He read the letter and taking the present, rejoiced therein with an exceeding joy and entreated me with the utmost honour.

Then said he to me, 'O Sindbad, is this king, indeed, such as he avoucheth in this letter?' I kissed the earth and answered, saying, 'O my lord, I
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myself have seen the greatness of his kingship to be manifold that which he avoucheth in his letter. On the day of his audience, (212) there is set up

for him a throne on the back of a huge elephant, eleven cubits high, whereon he sitteth and with him are his officers and pages and session-mates,

standing in two ranks on his right hand and on his left. At his head standeth a man, having in his hand a golden javelin, and behind him another,

bearing a mace of the same metal, tipped with an emerald, a span long and an inch thick. When he mounteth, a thousand riders take horse with him,

arrayed in gold and silk; and whenas he rideth forth, he who is before him proclaimeth and saith, "This is the king, mighty of estate and high of

dominion!" And he proceedeth to praise him on this wise and endeth by saying, "This is the king, lord of the crown the like whereof nor Solomon

(213) nor Mihraj (214) possessed!" Then is he silent, whilst he who is behind the king proclaimeth and saith, "He shall die! He shall die! And again

I say, he shall die!" And the other rejoineth, saying, "Extolled be the perfection of the Living One who dieth not!" And by reason of his justice and

judgment (215) and understanding, there is no Cadi in his [capital] city; but all the people of his realm distinguish truth from falsehood and know

[and practise] truth and right for themselves.'.? ? ? ? ? Pardon of God for everything I crave, except thy love, For on the day of meeting Him, that

will my good deed be..At eventide the king sat [in his privy sitting-chamber] and sending for the vizier, said to him, "Tell me the story of the fuller

and his wife." "With all my heart," answered the vizier. So he came forward and said, "Know, O king of the age, that.8. Noureddin Ali and the

Damsel Enis el Jelii cxcix.? ? ? ? ? b. The Enchanted Youth xxi.NOTE..What strength have I solicitude and long desire to bear, iii. 20..Me, till I

stricken was therewith, to love thou didst excite, iii. 113.King Azadbekht and his Son, History of, i. 61..One day, King Suleiman Shah went in to

his brother's daughter and kissing her head, said to her, 'Thou art my daughter and dearer to me than a child, for the love of thy father deceased;

wherefore I am minded to marry thee to one of my sons and appoint him my heir apparent, so he may be king after me. Look, then, which thou wilt

have of my sons, for that thou hast been reared with them and knowest them.' The damsel arose and kissing his hand, said to him, 'O my lord, I am

thine handmaid and thou art the ruler over me; so whatsoever pleaseth thee, do, for that thy wish is higher and more honourable and nobler [than

mine] and if thou wouldst have me serve thee, [as a handmaid], the rest of my life, it were liefer to me than any [husband].'.However, after awhile,

one of the women took pity on me and brought me a rag of thin stuff and cast it on me. With this I covered my privities, and no more, and abode

awhile thus. Then said I in myself, "The husbands of these women will presently gather together on me and I shall be disgraced." So I went out by

another door of the house, and young and old crowded about me, running after me and saying, "A madman! A madman!" till I came to my house

and knocked at the door; whereupon out came my wife and seeing me naked, tall, bareheaded, cried out and ran in again, saying,"This is a

madman, a Satan!" But, when she and my family knew me, they rejoiced and said to me, "What aileth thee?" I told them that thieves had taken my

clothes and stripped me and had been like to kill me; and when I told them that they would have killed me, they praised God the Most High and

gave me joy of my safety. So consider the craft of this woman and this device that she practised upon me, for all my pretensions to sleight and

quickwittedness.'.Then they all four arose, laying wagers with one another, and went forth, walking, from the palace-gate [and fared on] till they

came in at the gate of the street in which Aboulhusn el Khelia dwelt. He saw them and said to his wife Nuzhet el Fuad, "Verily, all that is sticky is

not a pancake and not every time cometh the jar off safe. (38)' Meseemeth the old woman hath gone and told her lady and acquainted her with our

case and she hath disputed with Mesrour the eunuch and they have laid wagers with one another about our death and are come to us, all four, the

Khalif and the eunuch and the Lady Zubeideh and the old woman." When Nuzhet el Fuad heard this, she started up from her lying posture and said,

"How shall we do?" And he said, "We will both feign ourselves dead and stretch ourselves out and hold our breath." So she hearkened unto him

and they both lay down on the siesta[-carpet] and bound their feet and shut their eyes and covered themselves with the veil and held their

breath..THE BOOK OF THE THOUSAND NIGHTS AND ONE NIGHT..When the king heard this, he said, "I will not isolate myself from the

folk and slay my vizier." And he bade him depart to his dwelling..She abode with Ins ben Cais twelve years, during which time he was blessed with

no children by her; wherefore his breast was straitened, by reason of the failure of lineage, and he besought his Lord to vouchsafe him a child.

Accordingly the queen conceived, by permission of God the Most High; and when the days of her pregnancy were accomplished, she gave birth to

a maid-child, than whom never saw eyes a goodlier, for that her face was as it were a pure pearl or a shining lamp or a golden (50) candle or a full

moon breaking forth of a cloud, extolled be the perfection of Him who created her from vile water (51) and made her a delight to the beholders!

When her father saw her on this wise of loveliness, his reason fled for joy, and when she grew up, he taught her the art of writing and polite letters

(52) and philosophy and all manner of tongues. So she excelled the folk of her time and overpassed her peers; (53) and the sons of the kings heard

of her and all of them desired to look upon her..Then her case changed and her colour paled; and when Shefikeh saw her mistress in this plight, she

repaired to her mother and told her that the lady Mariyeh refused meat and drink. "Since when hath this befallen her?" asked the queen, and

Shefikeh answered, "Since yesterday;" whereat the queen was confounded and betaking herself to her daughter, that she might enquire into her

case, found her as one dead. So she sat down at her head and Mariyeh opened her eyes and seeing her mother sitting by her, sat up for

shamefastness before her. The queen questioned her of her case and she said, "I entered the bath and it stupefied me and weakened me and left an

exceeding pain in my head; but I trust in God the Most High that it will cease.".? ? ? ? ? The wine was sweet to us to drink in pleasance and repose,

And in a garden of the garths of Paradise we lay,.? ? ? ? ? Would he were not, who sundered us upon the parting-day! How many a body hath he

slain, how many a bone laid bare!.All intercessions come and all alike do ill succeed, ii. 218..The Twenty-Sixth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? For

death in your absence to us was decreed; But, when ye came back, we were quickened anew..She laughed and cried out to the women of the house,
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saying, "Ho, Fatimeh! Ho, Khedijeh! Ho, Herifeh! Ho, Senineh!" Whereupon all those who were in the place of women and neighbours flocked to

me and fell a-laughing at me and saying, "O blockhead, what ailed thee to meddle with gallantry?" Then one of them came and looked in my face

and laughed, and another said, "By Allah, thou mightest have known that she lied, from the time she said she loved thee and was enamoured of

thee? What is there in thee to love?" And a third said, "This is an old man without understanding." And they vied with each other in making mock

of me, what while I suffered sore chagrin..12. The Waterfowl and the Tortoise cxlviii.The Third Night of the Month.? ? ? ? ? How long shall I for

justice sue to you, whilst, with desire For aid, ye war on me and still on slaying me are bent!.? ? ? ? ? Midst colours, my colour excelleth in light

And I would every eye of my charms might have sight..[One day], as the ship was sailing along, and we unknowing where we were, behold, the

captain came down [from the mast] and casting his turban from his head, fell to buffeting his face and plucking at his beard and weeping and

supplicating [God for deliverance]. We asked him what ailed him, and he answered, saying, 'Know, O my masters, that the ship is fallen among

shallows and drifteth upon a sand-bank of the sea. Another moment [and we shall be upon it]. If we clear the bank, [well and good]; else, we are all

dead men and not one of us will be saved; wherefore pray ye to God the Most High, so haply He may deliver us from these deadly perils, or we

shall lose our lives.' So saying, he mounted [the mast] and set the sail, but at that moment a contrary wind smote the ship, and it rose upon the crest

of the waves and sank down again into the trough of the sea..? ? ? ? ? Me, till I stricken was therewith, to love thou didst excite, And with

estrangement now, alas! heap'st sorrows on my spright..? ? ? ? ? Whenas mine eyes behold thee not, that day As of my life I do not reckon aye;.To

return to the queen his wife. When the Magian fled with her, he proffered himself to her and lavished unto her wealth galore, but she rejected his

suit and was like to slay herself for chagrin at that which had befallen and for grief for her separation from her husband. Moreover, she refused

meat and drink and offered to cast herself into the sea; but the Magian shackled her and straitened her and clad her in a gown of wool and said to

her, 'I will continue thee in misery and abjection till thou obey me and consent to my wishes.' So she took patience and looked for God to deliver

her from the hand of that accursed one; and she ceased not to travel with him from place to place till he came with her to the city wherein her

husband was king and his goods were put under seal..102. The Apples of Paradise ccccxii.91. The Loves of Abou Isa and Curret el Ain

dclxxviii.Then they fell to journeying night and day, and as they went, behold, they sighted a camp of the camps of the Arabs. So El Abbas

enquired thereof and was told that it was the camp of the Benou Zuhreh. Now there were around them sheep and cattle, such as filled the earth, and

they were enemies to El Akil, the cousin of El Abbas, upon whom they still made raids and took his cattle; wherefore he used to pay them tribute

every year, for that he availed not to cope with them. When El Abbas came near the camp, he dismounted from his courser and his servant Aamir

also dismounted; and they set down the victual and ate their sufficiency and rested awhile of the day. Then said the prince to Aamir, "Fetch water

and give the horses to drink and draw water for us in thy water-bag, by way of provision for the road.".The Fifth Day.Calcutta (1814-18) Text.

183.As they abode thus on the fourth day, behold, a company of folk giving their beasts the rein and crying aloud and saying, "Quick! Quick! Haste

to our rescue, O King!" Therewithal the king's chamberlains and officers accosted them and said to them, "What is behind you and what hath

befallen you?" Quoth they, "Bring us before the king." [So they carried them to Ins ben Cais;] and when they saw him, they said to him, "O king,

except thou succour us, we are dead men; for that we are a folk of the Benou Sheiban, (67) who have taken up our abode in the parts of Bassora,

and Hudheifeh the Arab (68) hath come down on us with his horses and his men and hath slain our horsemen and carried off our women and

children; nor was one saved of the tribe but he who fled; wherefore we crave help [first] by God the Most High, then by thy life.".With this the

Cadi's wrath redoubled and he swore by the most solemn of oaths that I should go with him and search his house. "By Allah," replied I, "I will not

go, except the prefect be with us; for, if he be present, he and the officers, thou wilt not dare to presume upon me." And the Cadi rose and swore an

oath, saying, "By Him who created mankind, we will not go but with the Amir!" So we repaired to the Cadi's house, accompanied by the prefect,

and going up, searched high and low, but found nothing; whereupon fear gat hold upon me and the prefect turned to me and said, "Out on thee, O

ill-omened fellow! Thou puttest us to shame before the men." And I wept and went round about right and left, with the tears running down my face,

till we were about to go forth and drew near the door of the house. I looked at the place [behind the door] and said, "What is yonder dark place that

I see?" And I said to the sergeants, "Lift up this jar with me." They did as I bade them and I saw somewhat appearing under the jar and said,

"Rummage and see what is under it." So they searched and found a woman's veil and trousers full of blood, which when I beheld, I fell down in a

swoon..Pious Woman accused of Lewdness, The, ii. 5..At this I trembled and replied, 'By the Most Great God, O my lord, I have taken a loathing

to travel, and whenas any maketh mention to me of travel by sea or otherwise, I am like to swoon for affright, by reason of that which hath befallen

me and what I have suffered of hardships and perils. Indeed, I have no jot of inclination left for this, and I have sworn never again to leave

Baghdad.' And I related to him all that had befallen me, first and last; whereat he marvelled exceedingly and said, 'By the Most Great God, O

Sindbad, never was heard from time immemorial of one whom there betided that which hath betided thee and well may it behove thee never again

to mention travel! But for my sake go thou this once and carry my letter to the King of Serendib and return in haste, if it be the will of God the

Most High, so we may not remain indebted to the king for favour and courtesy.' And I answered him with 'Hearkening and obedience,' for that I

dared not gainsay his commandment.?STORY OF THE HAWK AND THE LOCUST..The king marvelled, he and his company, and praised God

the Most High for that he had come thither; after which he turned to the eunuch and said to him, 'What is this youth thou hast with thee?' 'O king,'

answered he, 'this is the son of a nurse who belonged to us and we left him little. I saw him to-day and his mother said to me, 'Take him with thee.'
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So I brought him with me, that he might be a servant to the king, for that he is an adroit and quickwitted youth.' Then the king fared on, he and his

company, and the eunuch and the youth with them, what while he questioned the former of Belehwan and his dealing with his subjects, and he

answered, saying, 'As thy head liveth, O king, the folk with him are in sore straits and not one of them desireth to look on him, gentle or

simple.'.Then Mesrour carried her to the other end of the sitting-chamber and bound her eyes and making her sit, stood awaiting a second

commandment; whereupon quoth the Lady Zubeideh, "O Commander of the Faithful, with thy permission, wilt thou not vouchsafe this damsel a

share of thy clemency? Indeed, if thou slay her, it were injustice." Quoth he, "What is to be done with her?" And she said, "Forbear to slay her and

send for her lord. If he be as she describeth him in grace and goodliness, she is excused, and if he be not on this wise, then slay her, and this shall

be thy justification against her." (22).34. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Haroun er Reshid and his Vizier Jaafer ccxcvi.Then said he to her, 'By

Allah, thou art the desire of the Commander of the Faithful! (182) So take the lute and sing a song that thou shalt sing to the Khalif, whenas thou

goest in to him.' So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.The news came to the rest of the kings; so they [flew after him and]

overtaking him, found him full of trouble and fear, with fire issuing from his nostrils, and said to him, 'O Sheikh Aboultawaif, what is to do?' Quoth

he, 'Know that Meimoun hath carried off Tuhfeh from my palace and outraged mine honour.' When they heard this, they said, 'There is no power

and no virtue but in God the Most High, the Supreme! By Allah, he hath ventured upon a grave matter and indeed he destroyeth himself and his

people!' Then the Sheikh Iblis gave not over flying till he fell in with the tribes of the Jinn, and there gathered themselves together unto him much

people, none may tell the tale of them save God the Most High. So they came to the Fortress of Copper and the Citadel of Lead, (238) and the

people of the strongholds saw the tribes of the Jinn issuing from every steep mountain-pass and said, 'What is to do?' Then Iblis went in to King Es

Shisban and acquainted him with that which had befallen, whereupon quoth he, 'May God destroy Meimoun and his folk! He thinketh to possess

Tuhfeh, and she is become queen of the Jinn! But have patience till we contrive that which befitteth in the matter of Tuhfeh.' Quoth Iblis, 'And what

befitteth it to do?' And Es Shisban said, *We will fall upon him and slay him and his people with the sword.'.Therewithal Queen Es Shuhba was

moved to exceeding delight and said, 'Well done, O queen of delight! None can avail to describe thee. Sing to us on the apple,' Quoth Tuhfeh,

'Hearkening and obedience.' Then she improvised and sang the following verses:.There came to a king of the kings, in his old age, a son, who grew

up comely, quick-witted and intelligent, and when he came to years of discretion and became a young man, his father said to him, 'Take this

kingdom and govern it in my stead, for I desire to flee [from the world] to God the Most High and don the gown of wool and give myself up to

devotion.' Quoth the prince, 'And I also desire to take refuge with God the Most High.' And the king said, 'Arise, let us flee forth and make for the

mountains and worship in them, for shamefastness before God the Most High.'.Hindbad the Porter, Sindbad the Sailor and, iii. 199..? ? ? ? ? f. The

Lady and her Two Lovers dcccclxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? "Console thou thyself for his love," quoth they, "with another than he;" But, "Nay, by his life,"

answered I, "I'll never forget him my dear!".? ? ? ? ? Upon the table of her cheek beauty hath writ, "Alack, Her charms! 'Twere well thou refuge

sought'st with God incontinent." (119).110. The Haunted House in Baghdad ccccxxiv.? ? ? ? ? Behold, I am clad in a robe of leaves green And a

garment of honour of ultramarine..? ? ? ? ? To whom shall I complain of what is in my soul, Now thou art gone and I my pillow must forswear?.? ?

? ? ? Whenas he runs, his feet still show like wings, (140) and for the wind When was a rider found, except King Solomon it were? (141).Ishac

stared at her and seizing her hand, said to her, 'Know that I am bound by an oath that, when the singing of a damsel pleaseth me, she shall not make

an end of her song but before the Commander of the Faithful. But now tell me, how came it that thou abodest with the slave-dealer five months and

wast not sold to any, and thou of this skill, more by token that the price set on thee was no great matter?'.61. Musab ben ez Zubeir and Aaisheh his

Wife dcxlix.Presently, one of the eunuchs sat down at his head and said to him, "Sit up, O Commander of the Faithful, and look on thy palace and

thy slave-girls." Quoth Aboulhusn, "By the protection of God, am I in truth Commander of the Faithful and dost thou not lie? Yesterday, I went not

forth neither ruled, but drank and slept, and this eunuch cometh to rouse me up." Then he sat up and bethought himself of that which had betided

him with his mother and how he had beaten her and entered the hospital, and he saw the marks of the beating, wherewithal the superintendant of

the hospital had beaten him, and was perplexed concerning his affair and pondered in himself, saying, "By Allah, I know not how my case is nor

what is this that betideth me!".? ? ? ? ? Abasement, misery and heart-break after those I suffer who endured before me many a year..Then the

Khalif went in to the Lady Zubeideh, pale with anger, and she noted this in him and said to him, "How cometh it that I see the Commander of the

Faithful changed of colour?" "O daughter of my uncle," answered he, "I have a beautiful slave-girl, who reciteth verses and telleth stories, and she

hath taken my whole heart; but she loveth other than I and avoucheth that she loveth her [former] master; wherefore I have sworn a great oath that,

if she come again to my sitting-chamber and sing for other than I, I will assuredly take a span from her highest part." (21)Quoth Zubeideh, "Let the

Commander of the Faithful favour me with her presence, so I may look on her and hear her singing." So he bade fetch her and she came,

whereupon the Lady Zubeideh withdrew behind the curtain, whereas she saw her not, and Er Reshid said to her, "Sing to us." So she took the lute

and tuning it, sang the following verses:.17. The Merchant of Oman cccliv.(Quoth Abdallah ben Nan) So I became his boon-companion and

entertained him by night [with stories and the like]; and this pleased him to the utmost and he took me into especial favour and bestowed on me

dresses of honour and assigned me a separate lodging; brief, he was everywise bountiful to me and could not brook to be parted from me a single

hour. So I abode with him a while of time and every night I caroused with him [and entertained him], till the most part of the night was past; and

when drowsiness overcame him, he would rise [and betake himself] to his sleeping-place, saying to me, "Forsake not my service for that of another
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than I and hold not aloof from my presence." And I made answer with "Hearkening and obedience.".? ? ? ? ? Make drink your usance in my

company And flout the time that languishing doth go..18. The Thief and his Monkey clii.After that, there appeared a queen, never saw eyes a

goodlier than she nor than her attributes; she was clad in rich raiment, embroidered with pearls and jewels, and on her head was a crown set with

various kinds of pearls and jewels. About her were five hundred slave-girls, high-bosomed maids, as they were moons, screening her, right and left,

and she among them as she were the moon on the night of its full, for that she was the most of them in majesty and dignity. She gave not over

walking, till she came to Tuhfeh, whom she found gazing on her in amazement; and when the latter saw her turn to her, she rose to her, standing on

her feet, and saluted her and kissed the earth before her..? ? ? ? ? For the longing that abideth in my heart is hard to bear. Fare with me, then, to my

loved one. Answer nothing, but obey..When she had made an end of her song, she wept and Noureddin wept also. Then she took the lute and

improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? An if I live, in love of her I'll live, and if I die Of love and longing for her sight, O rare! O

excellent!.[So he fared on towards them] and when he drew near unto them, he knew them and they knew him; whereupon they lighted down from

their horses and saluting him, gave him joy of his safety and the folk flocked to him. When he came to his father, they embraced and greeted each

other a long time, whilst neither of them availed unto speech, for the greatness of that which betided them of joy in reunion. Then El Abbas bade

the folk mount; so they mounted and his mamelukes surrounded him and they entered Baghdad on the most magnificent wise and in the highest

worship and glory..Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The Sixth, iii. 203..When he had made an end of his speech, his wife came forward forthright and

told her story, from first to last, how her mother bought him from the cook's partner and the people of the kingdom came under his rule; nor did she

leave telling till she came, in her story, to that city [and acquainted the queen with the manner of her falling in with her lost husband]. When she

had made an end of her story, the cook exclaimed, 'Alack, what impudent liars there be! By Allah, O king, this woman lieth against me, for this

youth is my rearling (75) and he was born of one of my slave-girls. He fled from me and I found him again..When the merchants saw him, they

accosted him and said, "O youth, wilt thou not open thy shop?" As they were bespeaking him, up came a woman, having with her a boy,

bareheaded, and [stood] looking at El Abbas, till he turned to her, when she said to him, "O youth, I conjure thee by Allah, look at this boy and

have pity on him, for that his father hath forgotten his cap in the shop [he lost to thee]; so if thou will well to give it to him, thy reward be with

God! For indeed the child maketh our hearts ache with his much weeping, and God be witness for us that, were there left us aught wherewithal to

buy him a cap in its stead, we had not sought it of thee." "O adornment of womankind," replied El Abbas, "indeed, thou bespeakest me with thy fair

speech and supplicatest me with thy goodly words ...But bring me thy husband." So she went and fetched the merchant, whilst the folk assembled

to see what El Abbas would do. When the man came, he returned him the gold he had won of him, all and part, and delivered him the keys of the

shop, saying, "Requite us with thy pious prayers."Therewithal the woman came up to him and kissed his feet, and on like wise did the merchant her

husband; and all who were present blessed him, and there was no talk but of El Abbas..Now there remained one after her; so we took her and

drowned her and the eunuchs went away, whilst we dropped down the river with the boat till we came to the mouth of the canal, where I saw my

mistress awaiting me. So we took her up into the boat and returned to our pavilion on Er Rauzeh. Then I rewarded the boatman and he took his boat

and went away; whereupon quoth she to me, "Thou art indeed a friend in need." (189) And I abode with her some days; but the shock wrought

upon her so that she sickened and fell to wasting away and redoubled in languishment and weakness till she died. I mourned for her with an

exceeding mourning and buried her; after which I removed all that was in the pavilion to my own house [and abandoned the former]..King

Shehriyar marvelled at these things and Shehrzad said to him, "Thou marvelledst at that which befell thee on the part of women; yet hath there

befallen the kings of the Chosroes before thee what was more grievous than that which befell thee, and indeed I have set forth unto thee that which

betided khalifs and kings and others than they with their women, but the exposition is long and hearkening groweth tedious, and in this [that I have

already told thee] is sufficiency for the man of understanding and admonishment for the wise.".So she gave him all that she possessed and he sold it

and paid the rest of her price; after which there remained to him a hundred dirhems. These he spent and lay that night with the damsel in all delight

of life, and his soul was like to fly for joy; but when he arose in the morning, he sat weeping and the damsel said to him, 'What aileth thee to weep?'

And he said, 'I know not if my father be dead, and he hath none other heir but myself; and how shall I win to him, seeing I have not a dirhem?'

Quoth she, 'I have a bracelet; do thou sell it and buy small pearls with the price. Then bray them and fashion them into great pearls, and thereon

thou shalt gain much money, wherewith we may make our way to thy country.' So he took the bracelet and repairing to a goldsmith, said to him,

'Break up this bracelet and sell it.' But he said, 'The king seeketh a good (183) bracelet; I will go to him and bring thee the price thereof.' So he

carried the bracelet to the Sultan and it pleased him greatly, by reason of the goodliness of its workmanship. Then he called an old woman, who

was in his palace, and said to her, 'Needs must I have the mistress of this bracelet, though but for a single night, or I shall die.' And the old woman

answered, 'I will bring her to thee.'.Now there was in the house a ram, with which the Persian used to butt, and when he saw what the woman did,

he thought she would butt with him; so he broke his halter and running at her, butted her and broke her head. She fell on her back and cried out;

whereupon the Persian started up from sleep in haste and seeing the singing-girl [cast down on her back] and the singer with his yard on end, said

to the latter, 'O accursed one, doth not what thou hast already done suffice thee?' Then he beat him soundly and opening the door, put him out in the

middle of the night..Now the king's vizier had two daughters, own sisters, the elder of whom had read books and made herself mistress of [all]

sciences and studied the writings of the sages and the histories of the boon-companions, (160) and she was possessed of abundant wit and
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knowledge galore and surpassing apprehension. She heard that which the folk suffered from the king and his despiteous usage of their children;

whereupon compassion gat hold upon her for them and jealousy and she besought God the Most High that He would bring the king to renounce

that his heresy, (161) and God answered her prayer. Then she took counsel with her younger sister and said to her, 'I mean to contrive somewhat for

the liberation of the people's children; and it is that I will go up to the king [and offer myself to him], and when I come to his presence, I will seek

thee. When thou comest in to me and the king hath done his occasion [of me], do thou say to me, 'O my sister, let me hear and let the king hear a

story of thy goodly stories, wherewithal we may beguile the waking hours of our night, till we take leave of each other.' 'It is well,' answered the

other. 'Surely this contrivance will deter the king from his heresy and thou shalt be requited with exceeding favour and abounding recompense in

the world to come, for that indeed thou adventurest thyself and wilt either perish or attain to thy desire.'.Before I entered this corporation, (149) I

had a draper's shop and there used to come to me a man whom I knew not, save by his face, and I would give him what he sought and have patience

with him, till he could pay me. One day, I foregathered with certain of my friends and we sat down to drink. So we drank and made merry and

played at Tab; (150) and we made one of us Vizier and another Sultan and a third headsman..152. Ardeshir and Heyat en Nufous dccxu.Seventh

Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The, iii. 224..The young man marvelled at his story and lay the night with him; and when he arose in the morning, he

found his strays. So he took them and returning [to his family.], acquainted them with what he had seen and that which had betided him. Nor,"

added the vizier, "is this more marvellous or rarer than the story of the king who lost kingdom and wealth and wife and children and God restored

them unto him and requited him with a kingdom more magnificent than that which he had lost and goodlier and rarer and greater of wealth and

elevation.".125. The Muslim Champion and the Christian Lady cccclxxiv.? ? ? ? ? d. The Lover's Trick against the Chaste Wife dlxxx.? ? ? ? ? I

hope for present (62) good [and bounty at thy hand,] For souls of men are still to present (63) good inclined..? ? ? ? ? c. Hemmad the Bedouin's

Story cxliv.Women's Craft, ii. 287..Quoth Alaeddin, "Thou counsellest well," and locking up his shop, betook himself to the place before the

citadel, where he foregathered with the drummers and pipers and instructed them how they should do, [even as his mistress had counselled him,]

promising them a handsome reward. So they answered him with "Hearkening and obedience" and on the morrow, after the morning-prayer, he

betook himself to the presence of the Cadi, who received him with obsequious courtesy and seated him beside himself. Then he turned to him and

fell to conversing with him and questioning him of matters of selling and buying and of the price current of the various commodities that were

exported to Baghdad from all parts, whilst Alaeddin replied to him of all whereof he asked him..Seventh Officer's Story, The, ii. 150..Then said she

to him, "O elder, I would fain drink." So he arose and brought her a gugglet of water; but she said to him, "Who bade thee fetch that?" Quoth he,

"Saidst thou not to me, 'I would fain drink'?" And she answered, "I want not this; nay, I want wine, the delight of the soul, so haply, O elder, I may

solace myself therewith." "God forbid," exclaimed the old man, "that wine should be drunk in my house, and I a stranger in the land and a Muezzin

and an imam, (32) who prayeth with the true-believers, and a servant of the house of the Lord of the Worlds! "Quoth she, "Why wilt thou forbid me

to drink thereof in thy house?" "Because," answered he, "it is unlawful." "O elder," rejoined she, "God hath forbidden [the eating of] blood and

carrion and hog's flesh. Tell me, are grapes and honey lawful or unlawful?" Quoth he, "They are lawful;" and she said, "This is the juice of grapes

and the water of honey." But he answered, "Leave this thy talk, for thou shall never drink wine in my house." "O Sheikh," rejoined she, "folk eat

and drink and enjoy themselves and we are of the number of the folk and God is very forgiving, clement." (33) Quoth he, "This is a thing that may

not be." And she said, "Hast thou not heard what the poet saith ... ?" And she recited the following verses:.Then said Shehrzad, "They avouch, O

king, (but God [alone] knowest the secret things,) that.62. Abdallah ben Maamer with the Man of Bassora and his Slave-girl ccclxxxiii.Then the old

queen and her daughter and son-in-law embarked in the ship and setting sail, fared on till they came to the land of Mekran. Their arrival there befell

at the last of the day; so they passed the night in the ship, and when the day was near to break, the young king went down from the ship, that he

might go to the bath, and made for the market. As he drew near the bath, the cook met him by the way and knew him; so he laid hands on him and

binding his arms fast behind him, carried him to his house, where he clapped the old shackles on his feet and straightway cast him back into his

whilom place of duresse..? ? ? ? ? Fast flowed my tears; despair gat hold upon my soul And needs mine eyelids must the sweet of sleep

forbear..When the evening evened, the king summoned the vizier, and when he presented himself, he required of him the [promised] story. So he

said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O august king, that.? ? ? ? ? O son of Simeon, give no ear to other than my say. How bitter from the

convent 'twas to part and fare away!.23. Er Reshid and the Woman of the Barmecides ccccxxxiv
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