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TWENTY FIVE STEPPING STONES TOWARD CHRIST KINGDOM
Then the king summoned the cadi and the witnesses and bade them many the old king's daughter and sister to his own sons; so they married them,

after the king had made a bride-feast three days and displayed their brides to them from eventide to peep of day. Then the two princes went in to

their brides and did away their maidenhead and loved them and were vouchsafed children by them..59. El Mutelemmis and his Wife Umeimeh

dcxlviii.The learned man bethought him awhile of this, then made for Khelbes's house, which adjoined his own, still holding the latter; and when

they entered, they found the young man lying on the bed with Khelbes's wife; whereupon quoth he to him, 'O accursed one, the calamity is with

thee and in thine own house!' So Khelbes put away his wife and went forth, fleeing, and returned not to his own land. This, then," continued the

vizier, "is the consequence of lewdness, for whoso purposeth in himself craft and perfidy, they get possession of him, and had Khelbes conceived

of himself that (266) which he conceived of the folk of dishonour and calamity, there had betided him nothing of this. Nor is this story, rare and

extraordinary though it be, more extraordinary or rarer than that of the pious woman whose husband's brother accused her of lewdness.".?THE

EIGHTH OFFICER'S STORY..Then he turned to the viziers and said to them, "Out on ye! What liars ye are! What excuse is left you?" "O king,"

answered they, "there abideth no excuse for us and our sin hath fallen upon us and broken us in pieces. Indeed we purposed evil to this youth and it

hath reverted upon us, and we plotted mischief against him and it hath overtaken us; yea, we digged a pit for him and have fallen ourselves

therein." So the king bade hoist up the viziers upon the gibbets and crucify them there, for that God is just and ordaineth that which is right. Then

Azadbekht and his wife and son abode in joyance and contentment, till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and they died all; and extolled

be the perfection of the [Ever-]Living One, who dieth not, to whom be glory and whose mercy be upon us for ever and ever! Amen..When Er

Reshid heard this, he was sore chagrined and waxed exceeding wroth and said, "Shall this happen in a city wherein I am?" And the Hashimi vein

(42) started out between his eyes. Then he bade fetch Jaafer, and when he came before him, he acquainted him with the matter and said to him,

"Shall this come to pass in my city and I have no news of it?" Then he bade Jaafer fetch all whom the young Damascene had named [as having

maltreated him], and when they came, he let smite off their heads. Moreover, he summoned him whom they called Ahmed and who had been the

means of the young man's deliverance a first time and a second, and thanked him and showed him favour and bestowed on him a sumptuous dress

of honour and invested him with the governance over his city. (43).100. The Rogueries of Delileh the Crafty and her Daughter Zeyneb the

Trickstress dcclvi.When it was the tenth day, (now this day was called El Mihrjan (129) and it was the day of the coming in of the folk, gentle and

simple, to the king, so they might give him joy and salute him and go forth), the counsel of the viziers fell of accord that they should speak with a

company of the notables of the city [and urge them to demand of the king that he should presently put the youth to death]. So they said to them,

"When ye go in to-day to the king and salute him, do ye say to him, 'O king, (to God be the praise!) thou art praiseworthy of policy and

governance, just to all thy subjects; but this youth, to whom thou hast been bountiful, yet hath he reverted to his base origin and wrought this foul

deed, what is thy purpose in his continuance [on life]? Indeed, thou hast prisoned him in thy house, and every day thou hearest his speech and thou

knowest not what the folk say.'" And they answered with "Hearkening and obedience.".When her husband came home, she said to him, 'I desire to

go a-pleasuring.' And he said, ' With all my heart.' So he went, till he came to a goodly place, abounding in vines and water, whither he carried her

and pitched her a tent beside a great tree; and she betook herself to a place beside the tent and made her there an underground hiding-place, [in

which she hid her lover]. Then said she to her husband, 'I desire to mount this tree.' And he said, 'Do so.' So she climbed up and when she came to

the top of the tree, she cried out and buffeted her face, saying, 'Lewd fellow that thou art, are these thy usages? Thou sworest [fidelity to me] and

liedst.' And she repeated her speech twice and thrice..Craft, Women's, ii. 287..God keep the days of love-delight! How passing sweet they were! ii.

96.? ? ? ? ? By Allah, what sorrows and woes to my soul for thy sake were decreed! My heart is grown hoar, ere eld's snows have left on my tresses

their trail..Wasteful Son, The Rich Man and his, i. 252..Man and his Fair Wife, The Foul-favoured, ii. 61.."O Shehrzad," quoth Shehriyar, "finish

unto us the story that thy friend told thee, for that it resembleth the story of a king whom I knew; but fain would I hear that which betided the

people of this city and what they said of the affair of the king, so I may return from that wherein I was." "With all my heart," answered Shehrzad.

"Know, O august king and lord of just judgment and praiseworthy excellence and exceeding prowess, that, when the folk heard that the king had

put away from him his custom and returned from that which had been his wont, they rejoiced in this with an exceeding joy and offered up prayers

for him. Then they talked with one another of the cause of the slaughter of the girls, and the wise said, 'They (162) are not all alike, nor are the

fingers of the hand alike.'".5. Noureddin Ali of Cairo and his Son Bedreddin Hassan lxxii.? ? ? ? ? Most like a wand of emerald my shape it is, trow

I; Amongst the fragrant flow'rets there's none with me can vie..? ? ? ? ? And troubles, too, forsook us, who tears like dragons' blood, O lordings, for

your absence had wept at every pore..I saw thee, O thou best of all the human race, display, i. 46..24. Maan ben Zaideh and the three Girls cclxxi.?

? ? ? ? t. The Sandalwood Merchant and the Sharpers dccccxcviii.?OF LOOKING TO THE ISSUES OF AFFAIRS..Forehead, Of that which is

written on the, i. 136..? ? ? ? ? r. The Heathcock and the Tortoises dccccxxiv.Then the king assembled his nobles and commons and the astrologers

and said to them, 'Know that what God hath graven upon the forehead, be it fair fortune or calamity, none may avail to efface, and all that is

decreed unto a man he must needs abide. Indeed, this my caretaking and my endeavour profited me nought, for that which God decreed unto my

son, he hath abidden and that which He decreed unto me hath betided me. Nevertheless, I praise God and thank Him for that this was at my son's
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hand and not at the hand of another, and praised be He for that the kingship is come to my son!' And he strained the youth to his breast and

embraced him and kissed him, saying, 'O my son, this matter was on such a wise, and of my care and watchfulness over thee from destiny, I lodged

thee in that pit; but caretaking availed not.' Then he took the crown of the kingship and set it on his son's head and caused the folk and the people

swear fealty to him and commended the subjects to his care and enjoined him to justice and equity. And he took leave of him that night and died

and his son reigned in his stead..By Allah, but that I trusted that I should meet you again, ii. 266..? ? ? ? ? My kinsmen and my friends for thee I did

forsake And left them weeping tears that poured as 'twere a tide..Tuhfeh entered the bath, after she had put off her clothes, and behold, the basin

thereof was overlaid with gold set with pearls and red rubies and green emeralds and other jewels; so she extolled the perfection of God the Most

High and hallowed Him for the magnificence of that which she saw of the attributes of that bath. Then she made her ablutions in that basin and

pronouncing the Magnification of Prohibition, (207) prayed the morning prayer and what else had escaped her of prayers; (208) after which she

went out and walked in that garden among jessamine and lavender and roses and camomile and gillyflowers and thyme and violets and sweet basil,

till she came to the door of the pavilion aforesaid and sat down therein, pondering that which should betide Er Reshid after her, whenas he should

come to her pavilion and find her not. She abode sunken in the sea of her solicitude, till presently sleep took her and she slept.Then he sent for the

viziers and said to them, 'O wicked viziers, ye thought that God was heedless of your deed, but your wickedness shall revert upon you. Know ye

not that whoso diggeth a pit for his brother shall fall into it? Take from me the punishment of this world and to-morrow ye shall get the punishment

of the world to come and requital from God.' Then he bade put them to death; so [the headsman] smote off their heads before the king, and he went

in to his wife and acquainted her with that wherein he had transgressed against Abou Temam; whereupon she grieved for him with an exceeding

grief and the king and the people of his household left not weeping and repenting all their lives. Moreover, they brought Abou Temam forth of the

well and the king built him a dome (127) in his palace and buried him therein..6. Story of the Hunchback xxv.Quoth the cook, 'Nothing will serve

but I must slay thee, O fellow; for, if I spare thee, I shall myself be slain.' But Selim said, 'O my brother, I will counsel thee somewhat (74) other

than this.' 'What is it?' asked the cook. 'Say and be brief, ere I cut thy throat' And Selim said, '[Do thou suffer me to live and] keep me, that I may be

a servant unto thee, and I will work at a craft, of the crafts of the skilled workmen, wherefrom there shall return to thee every day two dinars.'

Quoth the cook, 'What is the craft?' and Selim said, 'The cutting [and polishing] of jewels.'.Accordingly, the hangman took him and bringing out

the knife, offered to cut off his hand, what while El Muradi said to him, "Cut and sever the bone and sear (24) it not for him, so he may lose his

blood and we be rid of him." But Ahmed, he who had aforetime been the means of his deliverance, sprang up to him and said, "O folk, fear God in

[your dealings with] this youth, for that I know his affair from first to last and he is void of offence and guiltless. Moreover, he is of the folk of

condition, (25) and except ye desist from him, I will go up to the Commander of the Faithful and acquaint him with the case from first to last and

that the youth is guiltless of crime or offence." Quoth El Muradi, "Indeed, we are not assured from his mischief." And Ahmed answered, "Release

him and commit him to me and I will warrant you against his affair, for ye shall never see him again after this." So they delivered Noureddin to him

and he took him from their hands and said to him, "O youth, have compassion on thyself, for indeed thou hast fallen into the hands of these folk

twice and if they lay hold of thee a third time, they will make an end of thee; and [in dealing thus with thee], I aim at reward and recompense for

thee (26) and answered prayer." (27).After he had slain him, he fell into repentance and mourning and chagrin waxed upon him, and none, who

questioned him, would he acquaint with the cause thereof, nor, of his love for his wife, did he tell her of this, and whenas she asked him of [the

cause of] his grief, he answered her not. When the viziers knew of Abou Temam's death, they rejoiced with an exceeding joy and knew that the

king's grief arose from regret for him. As for Ilan Shah, he used, after this, to betake himself by night to the sleeping-chamber of the two boys and

spy upon them, so he might hear what they said concerning his wife. As he stood one night privily at the door of their chamber, he saw them spread

out the gold before them and play with it and heard one of them say, 'Out on us! What doth this gold profit us? For that we cannot buy aught

therewith neither spend it upon ourselves. Nay, but we have sinned against Abou Temam and done him to death unjustly.' And the other answered,

'Had we known that the king would presently kill him, we had not done what we did.'.? ? ? ? ? May the place of my session ne'er lack thee I Oh,

why, My heart's love, hast thou saddened my mind and mine eye? (108).Trust in God, Of, 114..Solomon, David and, i. 275..? ? ? ? ? l. The Twelfth

Officer's Story dccccxxxix.? ? ? ? ? His sides the tamarisk's slenderness deride, so lithe they are, Whence for conceit in his own charms still

drunken doth he fare..Munir drank off his cup and ordered her eight hundred thousand dinars, whereat Kemeriyeh rejoiced and rising to her feet,

kissed Tuhfeh on her face and said to her, 'May the world not be bereaved of thee, O thou who lordest it over the hearts of Jinn and mortals!' Then

she returned to her place and the Sheikh Iblis arose and danced, till all present were confounded; after which he said to Tuhfeh, 'Indeed, thou

embellishest my festival, O thou who hast commandment over men and Jinn and rejoicest their hearts with thy loveliness and the excellence of thy

faithfulness to thy lord. All that thy hands possess shall be borne to thee [in thy palace and placed] at thy service; but now the dawn is near at hand;

so do thou rise and rest thee, as of thy wont' Tuhfeh turned and found with her none of the Jinn; so she laid her head on the ground and slept till she

had gotten her rest; after which she arose and betaking herself to the pool, made the ablution and prayed. Then she sat beside the pool awhile and

pondered the affair of her lord Er Reshid and that which had betided him after her and wept sore..When the appointed day arrived, the chief of the

police set apart for his officers a saloon, that had windows ranged in order and giving upon the garden, and El Melik ez Zahir came to him, and he

seated himself, he and the Sultan, in the alcove. Then the tables were spread unto them for eating and they ate; and when the cup went round
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amongst them and their hearts were gladdened with meat and drink, they related that which was with them and discovered their secrets from

concealment. The first to relate was a man, a captain of the watch, by name Muineddin, whose heart was engrossed with the love of women; and he

said, 'Harkye, all ye people of [various] degree, I will acquaint you with an extraordinary affair which befell me aforetime. Know that.One day,

there came a ship and in it a merchant from their own country, who knew them and rejoiced in them with an exceeding joy and clad them in goodly

apparel. Moreover, he acquainted them with the manner of the treachery that had been practised upon them and counselled them to return to their

own land, they and he with whom they had made friends, (254) assuring them that God the Most High would restore them to their former estate. So

the king returned and the folk joined themselves to him and he fell upon his brother and his vizier and took them and clapped them in prison..Then

he could brook this no longer; so he went forth from the dominions of the Commander of the Faithful, under pretence of visiting certain of his

kinsmen, and took with him servant nor companion, neither acquainted any with his intent, but betook himself to the road and fared on into the

desert and the sandwastes, knowing not whither he went. After awhile, he fell in with travellers intending for the land of Hind [and journeyed with

them]. When he came thither, he lighted down [in a city of the cities of the land and took up his abode] in one of the lodging-places; and there he

abode a while of days, tasting not food neither solacing himself with the delight of sleep; nor was this for lack of dirhems or dinars, but for that his

mind was occupied with musing upon [the reverses of] destiny and bemoaning himself for that the revolving sphere had turned against him and the

days had decreed unto him the disfavour of our lord the Imam. (160).138. Hind Daughter of En Numan and El Hejjaj dclxxxi.? ? ? ? ? As if the

maid the day resplendent and her locks The night that o'er it spreads its shrouding darkness were..Then she mounted the mule and repairing to the

palace of the Commander of the Faithful, went in to him and kissed the earth before him. Quoth he to her, as who should make mock of her, "I

doubt not but thou hast found thy lord." "By thy felicity and the length of thy continuance [on life,]" answered she, "I have indeed found him!"

Now Er Reshid was leaning back; but, when he heard this, he sat up and said to her, "By my life, [is this thou sayest] true?" "Ay, by thy life!"

answered she; and he said, "Bring him into my presence, so I may see him." But she replied, "O my lord, there have betided him many stresses and

his charms are changed and his favour faded; and indeed the Commander of the Faithful vouchsafed me a month; wherefore I will tend him the rest

of the month and then bring him to do his service to the Commander of the Faithful." Quoth Er Reshid, "True; the condition was for a month; but

tell me what hath betided him." "O my lord," answered she, "may God prolong thy continuance and make Paradise thy place of returning and thy

harbourage and the fire the abiding-place of thine enemies, when he presenteth himself to pay his respects to thee, he will expound to thee his case

and will name unto thee those who have wronged him; and indeed this is an arrear that is due to the Commander of the Faithful, in (41) whom may

God fortify the Faith and vouchsafe him the mastery over the rebel and the froward!".? ? ? ? ? When from your land the breeze I scent that cometh,

as I were A reveller bemused with wine, to lose my wits I'm fain..Money-Changer and the Ass, The Sharpers, the, ii. 41..? ? ? ? ? Ay, and the

monks, for on the Day of Palms a fawn there was Among the servants of the church, a loveling blithe and gay..Quoth the king, "O Saad, fetch him

to me, for indeed thou describest to me a masterful man." (76) And he answered, saying, "By Allah, O my lord, hadst thou but seen our case with

Hudheifeh, what while he challenged me to the field of war and the stead of thrusting and smiting and I held back from doing battle with him!

Then, whenas I thought to go forth to him, behold, a cavalier gave loose to his bridle-rein and called out to me, saying, 'O Saad, wilt thou suffer me

to fill thy room in waging war with him and I will ransom thee with myself?' And I said, 'By Allah, O youth, whence cometh thou?' Quoth he, 'This

is no time for thy questions.'" Then he recounted to the king all that had passed between himself and El Abbas from first to last; whereupon quoth

Ins ben Cais, "Bring him to me in haste, so we may learn his tidings and question him of his case." "It is well," answered Saad, and going forth of

the king's presence, repaired to his own house, where he put off his harness of war and took rest for himself..? ? ? ? ? g. The Fuller and his Wife

dcccxcvi.The Khalif marvelled at my speech and said, 'How great is this king! Indeed, his letter testifieth of him; and as for the magnificence of his

dominion, thou hast acquainted us with that which thou hast seen; so, by Allah, he hath been given both wisdom and dominion.' Then he bestowed

on me largesse and dismissed me, so I returned to my house and paid the poor-rate (216) and gave alms and abode in my former easy and pleasant

case, forgetting the grievous stresses I had suffered. Yea, I cast out from my heart the cares of travel and traffic and put away travail from my

thought and gave myself up to eating and drinking and pleasure and delight.".When the youth had made an end of his speech, the king said, "Carry

him back to the prison;" and when they had done this, he turned to the viziers and said to them, "Yonder youth looseth his tongue upon you, but I

know your affectionate solicitude for the welfare of my empire and your loyal counsel to me; so be of good heart, for all that ye counsel me I will

do." When they heard tnese words, they rejoiced and each of them said his say Then said the king, "I have not deferred his slaughter but to the

intent that the talk might be prolonged and that words might abound, and I desire [now] that ye sit up for him a gibbet without the town and make

proclamation among the folk that they assemble and take him and carry him in procession to the gibbet, with the crier crying before him and

saying, 'This is the recompense of him whom the king delighted to favour and who hath betrayed him!'" The viziers rejoiced, when they heard this,

and slept not that night, of their joy; and they made proclamation in the city and set up the gibbet..As I was passing one day in the market, I found

that a thief had broken into the shop of a money-changer and taken thence a casket, with which he had made off to the burial-grounds. So I

followed him thither [and came up to him, as] he opened the casket and fell a-looking into it; whereupon I accosted him, saying, "Peace be on

thee!" And he was startled at me. Then I left him and went away from him..As for Queen Kemeriyeh, she flew off to the palace of her sister

Wekhimeh and told her what Meimoun had done and how [he avouched that], whenas he saw defeat [near at hand], he would slay Tuhfeh; 'and
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indeed,' added she, 'he is resolved upon this; else had he not dared to commit this outrage. So do thou contrive the affair as thou deemest well, for

thou hast no superior in judgment.' Then they sent for Queen Zelzeleh and Queen Sherareh and sat down to take counsel, one with another, of that

which they should do in the matter. Then said Wekhimeh, 'We were best fit out a ship in this island [wherein is my palace] and embark therein, in

the guise of mortals, and fare on till we come to a little island, that lieth over against Meimoun's palace. There will we [take up our abode and] sit

drinking and smiting the lute and singing. Now Tuhfeh will of a surety be sitting looking upon the sea, and needs must she see us and come down

to us, whereupon we will take her by force and she will be under our hands, so that none shall avail more to molest her on any wise. Or, if

Meimoun be gone forth to do battle with the Jinn, we will storm his stronghold and take Tuhfeh and raze his palace and put to death all who are

therein. When he hears of this, his heart will be rent in sunder and we will send to let our father know, whereupon he will return upon him with his

troops and he will be destroyed and we shall be quit of him.' And they answered her, saying, 'This is a good counsel.' Then they bade fit out a ship

from behind the mountain, (244) and it was fitted out in less than the twinkling of an eye. So they launched it on the sea and embarking therein,

together with four thousand Afrits, set out, intending for Meimoun's palace. Moreover, they bade other five thousand Afrits betake themselves to

the island under the Crescent Mountain and lie in wait for them there..? ? ? ? ? He, who Mohammed sent, as prophet to mankind, Hath to a just

high-priest (61) the Khalifate assigned..When King Shah Bekht heard this, he said, "Most like all they say of the vizier is leasing and his innocence

will appear, even as that of the pious woman appeared." Then he comforted the vizier's heart and bade him go to his house..God knows I ne'er

recalled thy memory to my thought, iii. 46..? ? ? ? ? "What is the taste of love?" quoth one, and I replied, "Sweet water 'tis at first; but torment lurks

behind.".When she heard their words, in the presence of the folk, she said, 'Praise be to God, the King who availeth unto all things, and blessing

upon His prophets and apostles!' Then quoth she [to the assembly], ' Bear witness, O ye who are present, to these men's speech, and know that I am

that woman whom they confess that they wronged.' And she turned to her husband's brother and said to him, 'I am thy brother's wife and God

(extolled be His perfection and exalted be He I) delivered me from that whereinto thou castedst me of false accusation and suspect and from the

frowardness whereof thou hast spoken, and [now] hath He shown forth my innocence, of His bounty and generosity. Go, for thou art absolved of

the wrong thou didst me.' Then she prayed for him and he was made whole of his sickness..Now the children had entered the coppice, to make

water, and there was there a forest of trees, wherein, if a horseman entered, he might wander by the week, [before finding his way out], for none

knew the first thereof from the last. So the boys entered therein and knew not how they should return and went astray in that wood, to an end that

was willed of God the Most High, whilst their father sought them, but found them not. So he returned to their mother and they abode weeping for

their children. As for these latter, when they entered the wood, it swallowed them up and they went wandering in it many days, knowing not where

they had entered, till they came forth, at another side, upon the open country..Merchant and the King, The Old Woman, the, i. 265..When she had

made an end of her song, the Commander of the Faithful said to her, "O damsel, thou art in love." "Yes," answered she. And he said, "With

whom?" Quoth she, "With my lord and my master, my love for whom is as the love of the earth for rain, or as the love of the female for the male;

and indeed the love of him is mingled with my flesh and my blood and hath entered into the channels of my bones. O Commander of the Faithful,

whenas I call him to mind, mine entrails are consumed, for that I have not accomplished my desire of him, and but that I fear to die, without seeing

him, I would assuredly kill myself." And he said, "Art thou in my presence and bespeakest me with the like of these words? I will assuredly make

thee forget thy lord.".They gave not over drinking and carousing till the middle of the night, when the Khalif said to his host, "O my brother, hast

thou in thy heart a wish thou wouldst have accomplished or a regret thou wouldst fain do away?" "By Allah," answered he, "there is no regret in my

heart save that I am not gifted with dominion and the power of commandment and prohibition, so I might do what is in my mind!" Quoth the

Khalif, "For God's sake, O my brother, tell me what is in thy mind!" And Aboulhusn said, "I would to God I might avenge myself on my

neighbours, for that in my neighbourhood is a mosque and therein four sheikhs, who take it ill, whenas there cometh a guest to me, and vex me

with talk and molest me in words and threaten me that they will complain of me to the Commander of the Faithful, and indeed they oppress me

sore, and I crave of God the Most High one day's dominion, that I may beat each of them with four hundred lashes, as well as the Imam of the

mosque, and parade them about the city of Baghdad and let call before them, 'This is the reward and the least of the reward of whoso exceedeth [in

talk] and spiteth the folk and troubleth on them their joys.' This is what I wish and no more.".? ? ? ? ? And eye that knoweth not the sweet of sleep;

yet she, who caused My dole, may Fortune's perfidies for aye from her abstain!.Now there was before us a high mountain, (200) rising [abruptly]

from the sea, and the ship fell off into an eddy, (201) which bore it on till presently it struck upon the skirt (202) of the mountain and broke in

sunder; whereupon the captain came down [from the mast], weeping, and said, 'God's will be done! Take leave of one another and look yourselves

out graves from to-day, for we have fallen into a predicament (203) from which there is no escape, and never yet hath any been cast away here and

come off alive.' So all the folk fell a-weeping and gave themselves up for lost, despairing of deliverance; friend took leave of friend and sore was

the mourning and lamentation; for that hope was cut off and they were left without guide or pilot. (204) Then all who were in the ship landed on the

skirt of the mountain and found themselves on a long island, whose shores were strewn with [wrecks], beyond count or reckoning, [of] ships that

had been cast away [there] and whose crews had perished; and there also were dry bones and dead bodies, heaped upon one another, and goods

without number and riches past count So we abode confounded, drunken, amazed, humbling ourselves [in supplication to God] and repenting us [of

having exposed ourselves to the perils of travel]; but repentance availed not in that place..? ? ? ? ? By Allah, but that I trusted that I should meet
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you again, Your camel-leader to parting had summoned you in vain!.? ? ? ? ? Indeed, thou'st told the tale of kings and men of might, Each one a

lion fierce, impetuous in the fight,.'Hearkening and obedience,' answered El Ased and flew till he came to the Crescent Mountain, when he sought

audience of Meimoun, who bade admit him. So he entered and kissing the earth before him, gave him Queen Kemeriyeh's message, which when he

heard he said to the Afrit, 'Return whence thou comest and say to thy mistress, "Be silent and thou wilt do wisely." Else will I come and seize upon

her and make her serve Tuhfeh; and if the kings of the Jinn assemble together against me and I be overcome of them, I will not leave her to scent

the wind of this world and she shall be neither mine nor theirs, for that she is presently my soul (243) from between my ribs; and how shall any part

with his soul?' When the Afrit heard Meimoun's words, he said to him, 'By Allah, O Meimoun, thou hast lost thy wits, that thou speakest these

words of my mistress, and thou one of her servants!' Whereupon Meimoun cried out and said to him, 'Out on thee, O dog of the Jinn! Wilt thou

bespeak the like of me with these words?' Then, he bade those who were about him smite El Ased, but he took flight and soaring into the air,

betook himself to his mistress and told her that which had passed; and she said, 'Thou hast done well, O cavalier.'.Officer's Story, The Thirteenth,

ii. 181..? ? ? ? ? She came in robes of green, the likeness of the leaf That the pomegranate's flower doth in the bud encase..Eighth Officer's Story,

The, ii. 155..? ? ? ? ? k. The Prisoner and how God gave him Relief . cccclxxxv.[On this wise he abode a pretty while] and the days ceased not and

the nights to transport him from country to country, till he came to the land of the Greeks and lighted down in a city of the cities thereof, wherein

was Galen the Sage; but the weaver knew him not, nor was he ware who he was. So he went forth, according to his wont, in quest of a place where

the folk might assemble together, and hired Galen's courtyard. (20) There he spread his carpet and setting out thereon his drugs and instruments of

medicine, praised himself and his skill and vaunted himself of understanding such as none but he might claim..When El Abbas heard these words

from the damsel, his heart irked him for Mariyeh and her case was grievous to him; so he said to Shefikeh, "Canst thou avail to bring me in

company with her, so haply I may discover her affair and allay that which aileth her?" "Yes," answered the damsel, "I can do that, and thine will be

the bounty and the favour." So he arose and followed her, and she forewent him, till they came to the palace. Then she [opened and] locked behind

them four-and-twenty doors and made them fast with bolts; and when he came to Mariyeh, he found her as she were the setting sun, cast down

upon a rug of Taifi leather, (111) among cushions stuffed with ostrich down, and not a limb of her quivered. When her maid saw her in this plight,

she offered to cry out; but El Abbas said to her, "Do it not, but have patience till we discover her affair; and if God the Most High have decreed the

ending of her days, wait till thou have opened the doors to me and I have gone forth. Then do what seemeth good to thee.".? ? ? ? ? Under me's a

slender camel, a devourer of the waste; Those who pass a cloudlet deem it, as it flitteth o'er the way..? ? ? ? ? Read then my writ and pity thou the

blackness of my fate, Sick, love- distraught, without a friend to whom I may complain..Then we sat down on the edge of the estrade and presently I

espied a closet beside me; so I looked into it and my friend said to me, 'What seest thou?' Quoth I, 'I see therein good galore and bodies of

murdered folk. Look.' So he looked and said, 'By Allah, we are lost men!' And we fell a-weeping, I and he. As we were thus, behold, there came in

upon us, by the door at which we had entered, four naked men, with girdles of leather about their middles, and made for my friend. He ran at them

and dealing one of them a buffet, overthrew him, whereupon the other three fell all upon him. I seized the opportunity to escape, what while they

were occupied with him, and espying a door by my side, slipped into it and found myself in an underground chamber, without window or other

issue. So I gave myself up for lost and said, 'There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Supreme!' Then I looked to the top of

the vault and saw in it a range of glazed lunettes; so I clambered up for dear life, till I reached the lunettes, and I distracted [for fear]. I made shift to

break the glass and scrambling out through the frames, found a wall behind them. So I bestrode the wall and saw folk walking in the road;

whereupon I cast myself down to the ground and God the Most High preserved me, so that I reached the earth, unhurt. The folk flocked round me

and I acquainted them with my story..So saying, he put his hand to his poke and bringing out therefrom three hundred dinars, gave them to the

merchant, who said in himself, "Except I take the money, he will not abide in the house." So he pouched the money and sold him the house, taking

the folk to witness against himself of the sale. Then he arose and set food before El Abbas and they ate of the good things which he had provided;

after which he brought him dessert and sweetmeats. They ate thereof till they had enough, when the tables were removed and they washed their

hands with rose-water and willow-flower-water. Then the merchant brought El Abbas a napkin perfumed with the fragrant smoke of aloes-wood,

on which he wiped his hand, (80) and said to him, "O my lord, the house is become thy house; so bid thy servant transport thither the horses and

arms and stuffs." El Abbas did this and the merchant rejoiced in his neighbourhood and left him not night nor day, so that the prince said to him,

"By Allah, I distract thee from thy livelihood." "God on thee, O my lord," replied the merchant, "name not to me aught of this, or thou wilt break

my heart, for the best of traffic is thy company and thou art the best of livelihood." So there befell strait friendship between them and ceremony

was laid aside from between them..When King Shah Bekht heard this story, it pleased him and he bade the vizier go away to his own house..I did

as she bade me and when I returned, she said to me, "Sit, so I may relate to thee yonder fellow's case, lest thou be affrighted at that which hath

befallen him. Thou must know that I am the Khalif's favourite, nor is there any more in honour with him than I; and I am allowed six nights in each

month, wherein I go down [into the city and take up my abode] with my [former] mistress, who reared me; and when I go down thus, I dispose of

myself as I will. Now this young man was the son of neighbours of my mistress, when I was a virgin girl. One day, my mistress was [engaged] with

the chief [officers] of the palace and I was alone in the house. When the night came on, I went up to the roof, so I might sleep there, and before I

was aware, this youth came up from the street and falling upon me, knelt on my breast. He was armed with a poniard and I could not win free of
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him till he had done away my maidenhead by force; and this sufficed him not, but he must needs disgrace me with all the folk, for, as often as I

came down from the palace, he would lie in wait for me by the way and swive me against my will and follow me whithersoever I went. This, then,

is my story, and as for thee, thou pleasest me and thy patience pleaseth me and thy good faith and loyal service, and there abideth with me none

dearer than thou." Then I lay with her that night and there befell what befell between us till the morning, when she gave me wealth galore and fell

to coming to the pavilion six days in every month..Ali of Damascus and Sitt el Milah, Noureddin, iii. 3..?Story of Prince Bihzad..An if my

substance fail, no one there is will succour me, i. 6..There was once, in the parts of Khorassan, a man of the affluent of the country, who was a

merchant of the chiefest of the merchants and was blessed with two children, a son and a daughter. He was assiduous in rearing them and making

fair their education, and they grew up and throve after the goodliest fashion. He used to teach the boy, who taught his sister all that he learnt, so that

the girl became perfect in the knowledge of the Traditions of the Prophet and in polite letters, by means of her brother. Now the boy's name was

Selim and that of the girl Selma. When they grew up and waxed, their father built them a mansion beside his own and lodged them apart therein

and appointed them slave-girls and servants to tend them and assigned unto each of them pensions and allowances and all that they needed of high

and low, meat and bread and wine and raiment and vessels and what not else. So Selim and Selma abode in that mansion, as they were one soul in

two bodies, and they used to sleep on one couch; and rooted in each one's heart was love and affection and familiar friendship [for the other of

them]..? ? ? ? ? In wine, as the glittering sunbeams bright, my heart's contentment is, That banishes hence, with various joys, all kinds of care and

dole..When the poor man heard the merchant's story, he became desirous of marrying his daughter. So he took her to wife and was vouchsafed of

her exceeding love. Nor," added the vizier, "is this story more extraordinary than that of the rich man and his wasteful heir.".Then he wept till he

wet his gray hairs and the king was moved to compassion for him and granted him that which he sought and vouchsafed him that night's respite..16.

The Fox and the Crow cl.Thereupon they all dismounted and putting off that which was upon them of harness of war, came before El Abbas and

tendered him allegiance and sued for his protection. So he held his hand from them and bade them gather together the spoils. Then he took the

riches and the slaves and the camels, and they all became his liege-men and his retainers, to the number (according to that which is said) of fifty

thousand horse. Moreover, the folk heard of him and flocked to him from all sides; whereupon he divided [the spoil amongst them] and gave gifts

and abode thus three days, and there came presents to him. Then he bade set out for Akil's abiding-place; so they fared on six days and on the

seventh day they came in sight of the camp. El Abbas bade his man Aamir forego him and give Akil the glad news of his cousin's coming. So he

rode on to the camp and going in to Akil, gave him the glad news of Zuheir's slaughter and the conquest of his tribe..? ? ? ? ? c. Abou Sabir

ccccxlviii.It chanced one day that one of the horsemen, who had fallen in with the young Melik Shah by the water and clad him and given him

spending-money, saw the eunuch in the city, disguised as a merchant, and recognizing him, questioned him of his case and of [the reason of] his

coming. Quoth he, 'I come to sell merchandise.' And the horseman said, 'I will tell thee somewhat, if thou canst keep it secret.' 'It is well,' answered

the eunuch; 'what is it?' And the other said, 'We met the king's son Melik Shah, I and certain of the Arabs who were with me, and saw him by such

a water and gave him spending-money and sent him towards the land of the Greeks, near his mother, for that we feared for him, lest his uncle

Belehwan should kill him.' Then he told him all that had passed between them, whereupon the eunuch's countenance changed and he said to the

cavalier, 'Assurance!' 'Thou shalt have assurance,' answered the other, 'though thou come in quest of him.' And the eunuch rejoined, saying, 'Truly,

that is my errand, for there abideth no repose for his mother, lying down or rising up, and she hath sent me to seek news of him.' Quoth the cavalier,

'Go in safety, for he is in a [certain] part of the land of the Greeks, even as I said to thee.'.At this Queen Kemeriyeh was moved to exceeding delight

and drank off her cup, saying, 'Well done, O queen of hearts!' Moreover, she took off a surcoat of blue brocade, fringed with red rubies, and a

necklace of white jewels, worth an hundred thousand dinars, and gave them to Tuhfeh. Then she passed the cup to her sister Zelzeleh, who had in

her hand sweet basil, and she said to Tuhfeh, 'Sing to me on this sweet basil.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and improvised and sang

the following verses:.Her verses pleased the kings of the Jinn and they said, 'By Allah, thou sayst sooth!' Then she rose to her feet, with the lute in

her hand, and played and sang, whilst the Jinn and the Sheikh Aboultawaif danced. Then the latter came up to her and gave her a carbuncle he had

taken from the hidden treasure of Japhet, son of Noah (on whom be peace), and which was worth the kingdom of the world; its light was as the

light of the sun and he said to her, 'Take this and glorify thyself withal over (233) the people of the world.' She kissed his hand and rejoiced in the

jewel and said, 'By Allah, this beseemeth none but the Commander of the Faithful.'.? ? ? ? ? Your water I'll leave without drinking, for there Too

many already have drunken whilere..The old man kissed his hand and went away; whereupon quoth Er Reshid to him, 'O Ishac, who is yonder man

and what is his occasion?' 'O my lord,' answered the other, 'this is a man called Said the Slave-dealer, and he it is who buyeth us slave-girls and

mamelukes. (169) He avoucheth that with him is a fair [slave-girl, a] lutanist, whom he hath withheld from sale, for that he could not fairly sell her

till he had shown her to me.' 'Let us go to him,' said the Khalif,'so we may look on her, by way of diversion, and see what is in the slave-dealer's

barrack of slave-girls.' And Ishac answered, 'Commandment belongeth to God and to the Commander of the Faithful.' Then he went on before them

and they followed in his track till they came to the slave-dealer's barrack and found it high of building and spacious of continence, with

sleeping-cells and chambers therein, after the number of the slave-girls, and folk sitting upon the benches..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of Prince Seif el

Mulouk and the Princess Bediya el Jemal dcclviii.?A MERRY JEST OF A THIEF..The money-changer thought they did but finesse with him, that

they might get the ass at their own price; but, when they went away from him and he had long in vain awaited their return, he cried out, saying,
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'Woe!' and 'Ruin!' and 'Alack, my sorry chance!' and shrieked aloud and tore his clothes. So the people of the market assembled to him and

questioned him of his case; whereupon he acquainted them with his plight and told them what the sharpers had said and how they had beguiled him

and how it was they who had cajoled him into buying an ass worth half a hundred dirhems (47) for five thousand and five hundred. (48) His friends

blamed him and a company of the folk laughed at him and marvelled at his folly and his credulity in accepting the sharpers' talk, without suspicion,

and meddling with that which he understood not and thrusting himself into that whereof he was not assured..? ? ? ? ? f. King Bekhtzeman

cccclxi.When the king had departed on his journey, the vizier said in himself, 'Needs must I look upon this damsel whom the king loveth with all

this love.' So he hid himself in a place, that he might look upon her, and saw her overpassing description; wherefore he was confounded at her and

his wit was dazed and love got the mastery of him, so that he said to her, saying, 'Have pity on me, for indeed I perish for the love of thee.' She sent

back to him, saying, 'O vizier, thou art in the place of trust and confidence, so do not thou betray thy trust, but make thine inward like unto thine

outward (113) and occupy thyself with thy wife and that which is lawful to thee. As for this, it is lust and [women are all of] one taste. (114) And if

thou wilt not be forbidden from this talk, I will make thee a byword and a reproach among the folk.' When the vizier heard her answer, he knew

that she was chaste of soul and body; wherefore he repented with the utmost of repentance and feared for himself from the king and said, 'Needs

must I contrive a device wherewithal I may destroy her; else shall I be disgraced with the king.'.Malice, Of Envy and, i. 125..Then said El Abbas to

them, "O youths, sit by my arms and my horse till I return." But they answered, saying, "By Allah, thou prolongest discourse with that which

beseemeth not of words! Make haste, or we will go with thy head, for indeed the king purposeth to slay thee and to slay thy comrade and take that

which is with you." When the prince heard this, his skin quaked and he cried out at them with a cry that made them tremble. Then he sprang upon

his horse and settling himself in the saddle, galloped till he came to the king's assembly, when he cried out at the top of his voice, saying ["To

horse,] cavaliers!" And levelled his spear at the pavilion wherein was Zuheir. Now there were about him a thousand smiters with the sword; but El

Abbas fell in upon them and dispersed them from around him, and there abode none in the tent save Zuheir and his vizier..? ? ? ? ? A talking-stock

among the folk for ever I abide; Life and the days pass by, yet ne'er my wishes I attain),.A sun of beauty she appears to all who look on her, iii.

191..The crown of the flow'rets am I, in the chamber of wine, ii. 224.."Forget him," quoth my censurers, "forget him; what is he?" iii. 42..The

Merciful dyed me with that which I wear, ii. 245..141. Haroun er Reshid and the Arab Girl dclxxxv.Clemency, Of, i. 120..? ? ? ? ? All, all, for thy

sweet sake, I left; ay, I forsook Aziz, my sire, and those akin to me that hight.Sherik ben Amrou, what device avails the hand of death to stay? i.

204.
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